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PRIVATE VICES' 


The Occas1on of 


FPUBLICK CALAMITIES. 


BITTER xe the eis of /in 
in their /a/? reſult and final iſſue, 
as well to publick ſtates, as to 


cles of robbers may proſper, and 


* that provoke God may be ſecure, but the time 


will come, when Hrs excellency will male thei 


afraid, and his dread fall upon them; when he will 


write bitter things againſt them, and make them 
with regret, to look back upon the iniquities they 
have been guilty of: and with anguiſb of heart to 
cry out, woe wnto us who have ſinned ! It is true 


indeed, that the Lord is full of compaſſion and 


mercy, long ſuffering and of great guoaneſs, and 
does not willingly afflict the children of men, But 
what other ect has this upon our perverſe race, 
than to harden the offender, and, becauſe ſentence is 
deferred, to make him wholly 2 his heart to do 
evil? Becauſe he has acted againſt conſcience, and 
his acknowledged duty, and no harm hath happened 
unto him, he begins to think conſcience the product 
of a fooliſh education, and that God, if there is 


one, either does not bebold his actions, or does not 
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private perſons. The taberna- 
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regard them. Now to a perſon that gives way 
to ſuch thoughts as theſe, the gradation is natural 
and eaſy, to wall in the counſel ue ungodly, to 
tand in the way of finners, ana io fit in the ſeat of 
zhe ſcornful : that is, to be delighted and pleaſed 

with the company and converſation of iovte and 
godleſs men, to give ear to their wicked infinua- 
tions, to fall in with their ways of thinking, to 
approve of their deviſes, and applaud their de- 
ſigns, to be ready to join with them in any evil 
they propoſe, to commit it with gieedineſs, and 
| to defend it with zeal, And then, the laſt ſtep 
| they have to take, is to laugh at, and io fcorn 
all thoſe, who out of any vain ſcruples, as they 
I call them, refuſe to run with them to the ſame 
exceſs of riot, And were we to judge of them 
by the peremptory tone, the ſufficient air, and the 
contemptuous eye, we ſhould be apt to ſay, no doubt 
but ye are the men, and wiſdom ſhall die with you. 
But thoſe who are acquainted with the grounds of 
this ſelf-fatisfation know, that the beginning of 
the words of their mouth is focliſuneſe, and the end 
of their talk is miſchievous madneſs *, This is 
what they would not be/zeve, was Solomon in per- 
ſon to atteſt it to their face, nor will they be con- 
vinced of the truth thereof, till the hour of 
death draws nigh, and perhaps not then. For it 
was in HELL, that the rich man Þ+ lift up his 
eyes, Which -perhaps he never opened before to 
any uſeful purpoſe ; and he who was well acquain- 
ted with the nature of man, makes this juſt ob- 
ſervation, that @ ſcorner heareth not rebuke & 80 
| that when a man once, arrives. at that height of 
= 2n/6lence and ſelfeconceit, as to become a ſcoffer a 
Eccleſ. x. 13, + Luke xvi 23, 5 Prov. Xii. T7. 


holi- 


= 
J /ffious i, * and eager to throw all things into con- 
Flſion, in hopes either to mend their fortunes by 
the changes that may happen; or to conceal their 
3 neceffities and il mn by the general ruin. 
Thus the advantages many hope for from crv4/ 
dvar, is judiciouſly obſerved by Lucan, to be one 
of the cauſes of that fatal conteſt between Pom- 
bey and Cz/ar +. And thus the Arycandians, ac- 
# cording to Agatharchides, as quoted by Atheneus, 
having by their Intemperance and expenſroe living, 
run themſelves in dest, the intereſt of which be- 
ing unable to pay, on account of their love of 
1 « eaſe and pleaſure, favoured the deſigns of Mithri- 
2 © dates, expecting he would make them a re- 
5 * compence, by wiping out their old ſcores I. 
1 . OTHER vices ener vate the body, de- 
1 Baſe the ſpirit, and have ſomething in them of 
the nature of Helen's medicament in Homer, in- 
2 fuſed into the cup of Tekmachus. Which, he 
who taſtes of, ſays that greateſt of all poets, 
2 © will for that day not be able to ſhed a tear for 
A © the death of father or mother, nay though he 
3*< ſhould behold a brother, or even a beloved ſon 
lain before his eyes J. And have we not rea- 
ſon to believe the ſot has met with a draught of 
that Nepenthe, who can ſtagger about the ſtreets, 
void of all concern and care, when even his wife þ 
and children are without bread ? And can any 
true regard for his country be expected from ſuch 
gan animal as that? Not that 7% people always 
ant 2eal, they are more frequently defective in 
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® Inde iræ faciles, & quod ſuaſiſſet egeſtas. 
Vile ve nefas, Lucan, Ph. 1. 
+ — et multis utile ** Id. ibid. 
1 Areas. Deipnoſ. Lib. 12. c. 6. 
9 2 Odyſ. Lib. 4. | 
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knowledge, For as they think but little, they { 
commonly judge amiſs; yet that uninformed judg- 
ment will they exerciſe moſt, when it is the let 
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qualified for it, and when they are more than or- 
dinarily fly, then do they ſhew a more than 
common warmth for the PRETENDER, Then 
goes round the #reaſonable health and carol vile, 
with thundering voice they threaten high. They 
foam, their eye-balls roll. But happy it is for us, 
that if we can but get the glaſs out of their hands, 
they ſoon grow languid, fall aſleep, and think no 
f more of Jemmy till they grow mad again. 

| The hero of their drunken ſongs, they ſay, at 
Derby, grown ſenſible how little theſe frothy friends 
were to be depended on, drank their healths too, 
faid, he was even with them, and acquitted of all 
obligations. And having thus ſettled their ac- 
counts, my advice is, that from henceforth and 
for ever, they would have nothing more to do 
with each other, nor ſuffer their minds to be 
employed, or their thoughts taken up, with fuch JF 
worthleſs objects. What other effefs, this more 
than bea/tly, and truly human vice, has upon body 
and mind, are too well known to need many e 
words. Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that men ad. 
dicted to it, uſually hate thinking; deprave their 
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underſtandings, and ſometimes loſe them; weaken 

their memory; fear not God, nor regard men, 

and bring upon themſelves divers diſeaſes, and 2 1 

2 dry kinds of death. 1 


§. 6. THERE is a vice, that of } «<1 
whoredom, to which belongs almoſt every ill qua- 
lity of the foregoing, and ſeveral additional ones 
beſides. But the ill-tendency of it to -publick 5, 


ory is apparent by the account we meet with, 
con- 
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cerning the feoble of Lydia. In the time of 
* Crejus then, we find = Lydians a brave and 

© warlike nation *. But after wards, falling un- 
der the dominion of Gus, they ſank into fo low 
a degree of 7;j amy and contempt, that it 1s a que- 
ſtion ! in Cicero, what Greet ever made a play, 

© whereia the perion of chief note Was not at- 
* tended by a Zraran frave This degeneracy. 
of theirs, tbe father of bi cory imputes, © to their 
© being dilarme J, to a certain habit char were ob- 


TY liged to wear with a ſort of buskin, to their be- 


ing compelled to apply themfelves t dnn en 

and to bring their children up to tratfick . 
That ſuch a courſe might take off ſomething from 
their former hardinets, retolation and bouvery ; 
might make them leſs apt to rebel, and lefs able 
to defend themicives, is not to be denied : Bat 
yet I can never be perſuac! ed , fo extraordinary 
change could be wrought in them, without 
uncommon defect in moral virtue; and what that 
Was, we are accidentally made accu: ned with, 
by that en engaging hiſtorian above-mentioned, who 
expreſly tells us, that THE DAUGHTERS OP 8 

* PEOPLE OF LvDiA ARE ALL WHORES, that 
they continue ſuch till they are married, that 
* by that courſe of lite they raiſe a fortune, which 
*as it is of their own acquiring, they have liberty 
* to diſpoſe of, together with their oven perſons, 
© to ſuch ikke as they like, ws the ad- 


© vice or conſent of their parents * 
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y Quis unquam Græcus comediam ſcripfit in qua ſervus Prima- 
rum partium non Lydus eſſet? Cic. Orat. pro Hncco. 

7 Herodot. „ Fe, a 

* Ts vaę 905 Abd On wes c vices: 76 Togreuoics cle "abs ES OELeT 
epi. Sigg 35 0 ce ννẽœn e ef MUERTE ν,jέß＋ lag CB ETA L FAG. 


Herodor. Lab. 4. 693. 
C. | Now 


r 5 
— — 2 


: = 


Now this is in truth, a cauſe adequate to the 


effect. For what could bc expected from a race 


gion. 


- 


of men, whole mothers were harlots, and whoſe 
dlucation was in brothels ? And I doubt not, but 
we may lay it down as a general rule, that 
where the women are virtuous, the men are brave, 
and that no ſate was ever ſunk to an 7rrecoverable 
degree of baſeneſs and degeneracy, till her women 
became unable to blufh, and were without reli- 


Athens indeed pretends, that this vile practice 
was introduced by On phale * , long before the 
degeneracy I ſpeak of. But as this Omphale, by 


har character, ſeems to be the ſame with her, for 


Whͤoſe ſake 13 laid aſide his club, to handle 


the dite, I imagine the whole tale to be no- 
thing more than an ollegory, to ſignify that en- 
fetal Pleaſure diveſts a man of every great and 
«co; thy quelity, and is of power ſufficient to turn 
even Hercules into a woman. 

But Herodotus drops a hint, which I think, 
vincibly eſtabliſhes the truth of my — 
The Lydians, ſays he, differ little from the 
* Greets in their Jaws and cuſtoms, fave that they 


« proſtitute their daughters +” Now the Greeks 


vere a gallant people long after the time of this 
author. To their lecodueſs therefore, and its con- 


ſequences, are the Lydians indebted * that moſt 


wie and aeſpicable character we meet with of them, 
in all writers that have mentioned them. 

§. 7. HAVING thus given you a general 
deſcription of ſeveral of the vices, not as they ap- 


Athen. Deip. — 42. „ 
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fear in empty ſpeculation, but as we know they 


are in fact, ] ſhall now crave leave to lay before 


you the judgment of ſome of the be/?, wiſeſt, and 
moſt learned men in antiquity - concerning them, 
and in confirmation of their judgment, ſhall preſent 
you with a curſory view of the eftabli/lment and 
ruin of ſeveral of the moſt noted fates in the 
world, And when you have conſidered with 
coolneſs and temper the nature of things; the opi- 
nion of wiſe men, and real events: then will you 
be able to determime with a tolerable degree of 
certainty, whether private vices are ane bene - 

fits, or whether they are not in truth, the fad 
occaſion of general calamities, To procced then 


Would you have a ſtate ſucceſsful and bapps, 


ſays Plato in the perſon of Socrates, make the 


© people virtuous t. It is not exceſs of poroer, it 
cis virtue that can only make you and the common- 
© wealth happy, ſays the ſame great man to Alci- 

biades ||.” 
Ariſtotle always includes virtue in his idea of 
happineſs, as well of a community, as of a, jingle 
perſon & 

No Jobs ſaith Theognis, was ever ruined by 


* good men 
Plutarch tells us, that © the ancients flax and 
© write, and reach that to govern well without 


* juſtice, is a thing "mpajoie to be done, even by 
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Jupiter himſelf +, It is likewiſe a ſaying of his, 
that ſooner may one beho!d a city without n- 
* dations, than a commonizealth begun, or con- 
* tinued without religion. This, continues he, 1 
the cement of foctety, this gives force and 4 
4 LO [a9 . 

The excellent Scipio was of opinion, © A city 
could not be Cay though its walls ſtood, if its 
F Manners ran to nun “ 

Gicero expreſſes his ſentiments in the words of 
Ennius, © Rome can only flouriſh by ſuch men and 
* ma'mers as it had formerly &. 

Unſtable is that kingdom, ſays Seneca, where 


© the inhabitants are without ſhame, and have no 


regard to juſtice *, bolineſs, piety, faith? 

And what Horace mentions, in regard to a 
farticular perſon, is applicable to a. publick boay, 
* Pumfhment (till advances, though at a flow pace, 
and ſeldom quits the villauy, or the degenerate 
© ſtate, without making him feel the ce ug of her 

reſentment N. 


A 


A 


Bat perhaps it may be more entertaining to my 


rcader, and at the ſame time more cenvincing, to 
obſeive the /entzyzents of theſe great men, together 
with thoſe of many others, confirmed by expe 
rience, and undeniable matters of fact. 
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J Neque enim cenſebat ille felicem eſſe rempublicam ſtantibus 


mz:ibus, ruentibus moribus. Apud. Auguſt, de Civitate Dei, 


I. 1. e 33. 

$ Moribus antiquis res ſtat Romana viriſque. . 21. 

* 101 non eſt pudor, nec cura juris, ſanctitas, pietas, fidel in- 
ſtabile re + n eſt. IJ hyeſte. 

& Raro antecedentem ſceleſtum 


Pede pede pæna claudo. Hor. * . 
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= To Crete then did Minos give laws. A 
perſon ſo famed for his juſtice, that the poets 
make him the principal judge of the dead“. Nor 
are we to wonder at the exactneſs of his judg- 
ment, or the wiſdom of his inſtitutions, when 
we reflect that he converſed nine years m 


Jupiter , who, according to Plutarch, 


© the moſt ancient and moſt perfect law . That 
is to ſay, the divine nature is the idea and pattern 


of every perfection: and that we are ſuſt and good, 
as far forth as we are in our lives conformable to 
that invariable rule, To laws flowing from fo 
pure a ſtream, and to the due execution of them, 
was not improbably, owing the power and felicity 
of that nation, Which, 2 the Trojan war, was 
able to furniſh Greece with e. gliy ſhips ||, And 
that Minos had the dominion of the fea, we are 


told by Arifo!le, who likewiſe gives us a general 
view of his laws, and concludes with obſcrving, 
that a Foreigu mnvajſion had lately ſhewn their 
1 weakneſs d. But for my part, I am of opinion, 
the ſucce/s of the invacer was rather owing to 
the iniguity of the people, than to any defect in 
their lars, under which they had lived happzly for 


ſo many ares. For from Minos to Ariſtotle are 
not much leſs than a 7zhoufand years ; all which 


| 7 time it does not appear, but that the Cretians were 


in a proſperous condition ; but about 250 years be- 


fore that philoſopher lived: ve hear of a decline 


in their morals by Ebi menides, a prophet or poet 


" Hom. Odyſ. L. xi. 
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1 
of their own, quoted by St. Paul . The Cre- 
tians are always lars, evil beaſts, ſlow bellies, 
that is, are falſe, inſidious, and given to luxury. 
And ſuch qualities, whereſoever found, let the laws 
be what they 20“, are very unfit either to make 


( 

a kingdom great, or to repel an enemy. 5 
« 

& 9. THE affairs of Troy are involved in ſo 


much bl, that we cannot with any certainty 
ſay much concerning it. Laomedon, in whoſe 
reign Hercules ſacked it, ſeems to have been a L 
man of 20 faith, and without religion. And if 
we come down to its final deſtruction by the 
Greeks, even that calamity was brought upon it by 
a moſt baſe and flagitious rape, robbery, and adu]- 
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tery, committed by one of its princes, and defend- 4 
ed obſtinately by the whole community. d 
As for that fatal far one, the Fgyptian prieſts 
indeed aſſured Herodotus, that ſhe never was at 4ʃ 
Troy; but that Paris having /foleu her from her 4 
huſband, along with other things of value, was, ““ 
by ſtreſs of weather, driven upon their coaſts, 17 

V 


And that the king, male acquainted with the 
truth, detained Helen and the wealth for their 41 
proper owner, but ordered Paris to quit the place 

in three days, or he ſhould be treated as an ene- } © 
my. They informed him farther, as from Mene- ls 
laus, that the Grecians demanding the women Or 
and goods, but without effect, laid ſiege to the Or 
city, and took it. The author's judgment is, that ne 
| doubtleſs Helen was not at Troy, or Priam would J /# 
| have cauſed her to be reſtored, rather than have + 

endured ſo long a fiege, But the reflection this J | 
hiſtorian makes upon the whole, is what I would J 


* r ˙ AA ah ² re 122 . 
r 2 —— — 22 4 n 3 — * * 
mY As. err 2 — 6 Mtg. Oro — — 22 oY — . 4 22 — 2 my - ow PN oO mr - — « n 
* ＋ 3 aw” AS q 7 ww - 95a — by — ee re 2 — * LA £ ay 
8 — org — 
= — — 3» — 


„„ 1 | = 
chiefly | 


UN IR 


2 8 
3 


„ 
Chief recommend to the conſideration of my 
reader. © It was not in their power to reſtore Helen, 


r nor did the Greeks believe them, though they 


told the truth; the Deity ſo ordering matters, 
K to the end that they might utterly periſh, charges 
'* by to convince men, that the Gods ſeverely puniſh 
« enormous crimes . 


| $6.10, THE Ha how voluptuous ? With 


1.65 it was cuſtomary to invite their women to 
a feaſt ravelve months before hand, that they might 
have time to furniſh themſelves with things pro- 


5 


er for the occaſon ||. 
A cook that found out a new diſh, was to have 
a patent, that no other perſon ſhould preſume to 


2 dreſs it, for the year following F. 


One told another, he had been in the country, 


and had got a rupture by ſeezng a man dig: 1 have 


a pain in my fide, quoth the other, by hearing of 


it *. And not leſs inſolent were the Sybarites 2 


cruel, than they were voluptuous and effeminate, 
who then can wonder that they /of? their country, 


and periſhed to a man ? 


§. 11. SPARTA received its laws from Ly- 


22 one of whoſe maxims was, that infamy 


is worſe than death q. He offical the happineſs 


1 | or unhappineſs of a ftate to depend upon the good 


or bad manners or cuſtoms of it, That a =. 
res to endure hardſhip is attended with liberty, 
L and victory: And that a a propenlity to plea - 


t Herodot. Lib. 2. c. 120, 
[| Athenzus Lib. 12. C 4. 
$ Id. ibid. 

* 14. iD. 0. 2: 

+ Id. ibid. c. 4. 

C Suidas Lycurgo. 
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fare, draws after it ſervitude, miſery, and contempt. 
And to train them up to this hardineſs, their in- 
fants were to be waſbed in the river Eurotas. 
Their young men obliged to exerciſe themſelves 
naked, to ſleep in the open air, to get their food 
by hunting, and to be ſeverely whipped i in honour 
of Diana ||. And ſo coarle was their fare, that a 
Sybarite, invited to one of their common meals, 
faid, he now no longer admired the Spartans 
bravery, nor their contempt of death, for that the 
greateſt coward would rather chigſe to die, than 
{ve as they did 8. 

From Plutarch we learn, that Lycurgus was of 
opinion, there ought to be much more care taken 
to. prevent a ſtates being overrun with bad cu- 
lame, than to hinder bodies that were infected from 
entering into it. And that the happineſs of a 
community, as well as of a private perſon, had its 
Joundation laid in virtue x. Accordingly in Xeno- 
phon + we find, that virtue was at Sparta what 
every one was obliged to practiſe in a publick 
manner, And whereas it is ſufficient in other 
governments, to puniſh thoſe that are guilty of 
any as of injuſtice, Lycurgus made that man 
ſubject to no leſs a penalty, who did not exert 
his utmoſt endeavour, to become a perſon emi- 
nently good. For he conſidered probably, con- 
tinues this moſt gentile author t, that when a man 
oppreſſes, defrauds, or ſteals, the miſchief is con- 
fined io the perſons 1mjured : but that by vicious 
men and Cowaras are whote countries given up to ruin. 


Id. ibid. 

y Athenæ. Lib. xz, c. 3. 
eln Lycurgo. 

+ Lacedemon. Reſp. 

1 Ubi ſupra. 


To 


e 
famed and civilized that wild and ſavage peo- 
le. | ho 
, S. 15, ANOTHER, and perhaps the prin- 
cipal cauſe of the virtue of ancient Rome, ſeems 
to be that 7 and orthodox notion, which Numa 
entertained and taught, concerning the Supreme 
Being, * For he as well as Pythagoras, if we 
may believe Plutarch , did not think the fin 
* cauſe an object of ſenſe, or liable to be g fected by 
© any thing external; but that it was znv/able, 
without mixture, and only to be apprebended by 
the underſtanding : He therefore charged the Ro- 
* mans not to imagine or to form to themſelves an 
image of God, like to either man or beaſt, nei- 
* ther indeed was there in heir temples for the 
* ſpace of one hundred and ſeventy years, either 
da ſtatue, or a picture or image of God, as if it 
© was an imbious thing, to reſemble a more per- 
* fef# nature to things inferior to it.. Now this 
idea of God, ſingly confidered, and by itſelf, at 
-once deſtroys all thoſe wicked legends concerning 
the rapes of Jove, the whoredoms of Venus, the 
revels of Bacchus, and thoſe other horrid crimes, 
for which the heathen deities are ſo. remarkable. 
For he who thinks of God as of a pure efſence and 
intangible, can never imagine that /ewwdneſs or de- 
bauchery ſhould be pleaſing to him, or conformable 
to his will. But we have great reaſons to believe, 
the world became idolatrous before it became egre- 
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gioufly wicked : © idolatry being, according to 
Tertullian, the principal crime of mankind, 


© the higheſt offence we can be guilty of, the whole 


© cauſe of condemnation, And indeed, when we 
come to reflect upon the vile character of thoſe 
gods the world had framed to itſelf, we ſhall find 
but little reaſon to be ſurprized at the extream cor- 
ruption of it. For, juſt is the obſervation of La- 
Gantius, would you obtain the favour of that 
God you adore, you muſt do thoſe things you 
know he is pleaſed with and delights in. Thus, 
* ſhould the worſhippers ſquare their /zves con- 
© formably to the character and quality of the god, 
© ſeeing that the higheſt degree of religious worſhip 


© is to zmrate . Suitable to the foregoing, is the 


account Lucian ꝶ gives of himſelf, © when I was 
© a boy, and read in Homer and Hcjod, the bat- 
tles, adulteries, rapes, inceſt, &c. of the gods, 
© I had a frong inclination to be doing the ſame, 
© for 1 could not think the gods would be guilty 
* of them, unleſs they zudged them to be things 
© excellent, The ſame way of reaſoning is pur- 
ſued and put in practice by the young gentleman 


in Terence r. Shall J, a frail man, be afraid 
© to tread in theſe paths, which he who ſhakes the 


Principale crimen generis humani, ſummus ſeculi reatus, tota 
cauſa judicii, idololatria. Tertull. de Idololatria. 

* Ad placandum enim Deum, quem colas, iis rebus opus eſt, 
quibus illum gaudere, ac delectari ſcias. Sic fit, ut vitam colen- 
tium Deus pro qualitate nominis ſui ſormet, quoniam religioſiſſimus 
eſt cultus, imitari. Lact. de Juſtitia. L. 5. 10. 
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The, 
© heaven has gone before me in?” Thus had a 
common player, in preſence of the Roman people, 


in the perſon of a /oofe ſiripling, the aſſurance to 


defend his Jered deſigns upon an innocent maid, by 


the example of him that people called the king 

and father of gods and men, and to whom was 
dedicated the chief temple of their empire, that ſu- 
per b edifice the capitol. 

But it is not private perſons that have thus ar- 
gued, ſuch have been the ſentiments of 20 
communities : And the public forms of worſhip, 
have been always ſuited to the ſuppoſed gralztzes 
of the reſpeckive gods. The horrid rites of Bac- 
chus you may find at large in Livyh. Thoſe in 
honour of Flora, a wealthy ſtrumpet in reality, 
but to take off the diſgrace, dignified with the 
title of goddeſs of flowers, were perforntd with 
poſtures and motions ſo indecent, that the people 
had not the face to call for them, till Cato * had 
quitted the room. Which impudent filthineſs, 
according to Ovid, was deſigned as an admanition 
to yourh, to make the beſt of that fime of hije, 
* ſeeing we deſpiſe the thorn when the roſe is 


fallen . 


Thus again the Corinthians, having a particular 
devotion for Venus, the patroneſs of impure deſires, 
and feats of wantonneſs ; made ule of common Har- 
lots, in any emergency , to afply to the goddeſs 


[| Divim pater atque hominum rex. Virgil. Lib. 1. lin. 96. 

$ Liv. Lib. 39. 

* Martial. Lib. 1. Epig. 1. Seneca Epiſt. 97. Val. Max. Lib. 2. 
10 

+ Monet ztatis ſpecie, dum floreat, uti : 

Contemnunt ſpinam cum cecidere Roſe. Ovid. Faſt, Lib. 5. 
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in their behalf, and to make intercgſion for them, 


and even hung up a votive table in her temple, 
which continued there for ſeveral centuries, on 
which was painted a GROUP of wHoREs, with 
an inſcription under them, teſtifying it was by 
their prayers, the citadel was preſerved from fal- 
ling into the hands of the Perſians, at the time 
they invaded Greece. It was likewiſe uſual with 
them to make vows, that they would zncreaſe the 
number of her ſrumpets, would ſhe but be pleaſed 
to aſſit them in the accompliſbment of their deſires. 
Such extraordinary effects will bad examples and 
Falſe objects of worſhip produce in that empty crea- 
ture, which ſo jwells with the pride of its own 
underſtanding, and with ſo much diſdain, hears 
the mention of the aſſiſtance of divine revelation, 
to lead and conduct it, and to point out the way to 
truth. Nor do I think the preſent religion of 
Rome, would ever have been half fo corrupt as 
it is, had not the head of it aſſumed to himſelf 
the right of canonizing or of making ſaints. For 
by the help of theſe ?maginary beings, they are 
enabled at all times to baffle a /aucy heretich, with 
an obo art thou, that ſetteſt up thy reaſon in op- 
poſition to one of theſe ſaints, who is now in 
heaven an znterceſſor with his divine majeſty ? be- 
ſides, that holy church has been time out of mind, 
in paſſeſion of the art of drawing general conclu- 
ſions from particular premiſes. By which art in 
Becht, the has ſanctified perjury and rebellion ; in 
Dominick, a mad rage, perſecution, and a thirſt 
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for blood ; in Francis, fooliſh freaks and wild 


3 e 


Our proteſtant ee did never that I know 


of but once, preſume to intrench upon this pre- 


rogative of the Pope. And then, did not proceed 
ſo far as to canonize, but only to beatify. And 
though it was but once, yet let any man of Enow- 
ledge and candour but look into our anniverſary le- 


gende in former reigns, upon the thirtieth of Fa- 


nary, and conſider how ſtrifly they adbere to 


truth, and the glorious ſentiments of liberty they 
contain, and perhaps he may wiſh, as 7 a, that 
it would never attempt the like again. 


From what has been ſaid, I think it appears, 


of what conſequence it is, to have a right notion 


n of God. To which, together with Numa's moſt 


; exemplary li li fe, was probably, in a great meaſure, 


] owing the virtue of ancient Rome; which virtue, 
I believe, was rendered more general and durable 
dy his management of the farr ſex. 


16. TO || the married women he conti- 
* nued all that honour and reſpect their huſbands 
* were uſed to pay them in the reign of his prede- 
* cefſor. But then he injoined ict modeſtly, ſuf- 


1 © fered them not to meddle in things that 0 not 


* concern them, taught them ſobrrety, accuſtomed 


; * them to / Tence, cauſing them utterly to abſtain 
from wozne; and not ſo much as to talk of things 


* neceſſary, unleſs in the preſence of their huſbands. 


| And how cbedient they were, and of what ſweet- 


© neſs of temper appears, in that no man divorced 


| © his wife till Rome had been built three hundred 


*and thirty years. Spurius Carvilius being the 


; * firſt that did it, after profeſſing that he had the 


Plutarch. Numa ubi compar, cum Lycurg. 


« greateſt 


„„ 


greateſt affection for her, and only parted with 
© her for the ſake of children F, which ſhe was not 
able to bring him.” What I am going to ſay, || 
will perhaps hardly meet with credit; but on Plu- 
tarch's authority I ſhall tell you, that for two 
hundred and thirty years, there was a perf ect bar- 
mony and concord at Rome between daughters and 
mothers-in-law, The firſt that quarelled with 
© her mother-in-law being Thalæa the wife of Pi- 
© narius, which did not happen till the time of 


* Tarquin the Proud ||” And when ſuch were the 


miſtreſſes of families, who can wonder at the fru- | 
* gality, probity, and contentment of that people? 


How happy in themſelves! what hopes of the 


growing race! True is that remark of the Greek | 
poet, © the ſupport or ruin of a houſe is a wo- 
man +.” To which agrees the famous Jewiſh mo- 
narch 4. Every wiſe woman buildeth her houſe, but 


the fooliſh plucketh it down with her hands. Not to cor 


mention from a temperance fo exact, as well before 
the birth, as in the education, a race of men more | 
hardy, was naturally to be expected. Such were 
not corrupted by ill examples, had not their minds 
depraved by riot, nor their bodies by luxury, and | 
by having their expences moderate, had no temp- 
tations to avarice, fraud, injuſtice, to make a ale 
of their conſcience, or a prey of their native country. 
For a frugal table, if we may believe Epaminon- 
© das *, admits no traitors.” In ſhort, it is an ob- 
ſervation as old as Heſiod, That nothing better | 
*can fall to a 'man's ſhare than a good woman : * 


$ Id. Rom, ubi compar. cum Theſ. & A. Gelli, L. 4. c. 3. 
| Plut. Numa ubi ſupra. 
| þ Turn yeg di Th H clngla. 
1 Prov. xiv. 1. 

Te Tow7oY d,u XR la. Plut. Lycurgo. 
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© nothing ; 


7 * === 
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th RE. 1 

ot nothing worſe than a bad one 8.“ A truth not 
y, diſſonant to the wiſdom of the Eaſt, as is evident 
from that moſt uſeful collection of the ſon of Si- 
vo rach. Bleſſed, or happy, is the man that hath a 
r- i virtuous wife, for the number of his days ſhall be 
id i doubled ||, A wicked woman abateth the courage, 
th} maketh a heavy countenance and a wounded heart . 
And that people in general, are not unacquainted 
of with the influence they have over their deſcendants, 
ne is plain by that common piece of advice, © Chooſe 
u- the daughter of a good mother.” 

? $8.17. NOR is it to daughters alone that their 
1e inffuence is confined, as may, with great proba- 
e Ability be inferred, by the behaviour of that inge- 
o- Fnious poet ALEXANDER POPE, eſquire, 
o- vho, when in Health, was free, eaſy, thoughtleſs 


ut gof the great concern, as that polite company he 
to converſed with; but when he began to drogp, and 
re his earthly tabernacle to fall in pieces, then the 


re ¶fincture of the pious and much honoured mother 
re. appeared, and ALEXANDER POPE PROFESSED 
ds HIMSELF A CHRISTIAN, Evincing the truth 
of an obſervation made by another ingenious poet, 


p- and celebrated Fp:icurean, Lucretius * ; which 
le Mr. Creech has given us in Engliſh thus: 


Mell then, to know mens ſouls, find what they are, 
Pie them beſet with dangers and with care; 


$ Ov pv yde Ts ui dung dn apeeivoy 
T5 &yalng Ti; 0; & #47; & 6Y100 GANG, | | 
| | | Hel. op. et Di. L. 2. l. 329, 
Ecclus. xxvi. 1. - | | 
+ Ecclus. xxv. 23. on 
® Quo magis in dubiis hominem ſpectare periclis 
Convenit ; adverſiſque in rebus noſcere, qui fit. 
Nam veræ voces tum demum peQore ab imo 
Ejiciuntur ; et eripitur perſonæ, manet res. 
Lucr, L. 3. lin. 55. 
For 


Ng | 


Letters, that / he was willing in theſe caſes to Jive 


Sect. 1. 


cm 


For then their words will with their thoughts agree, x 


And, all the maſk pulled off, ſhew what they be, 


Now that a man, who always bake of religion : 
with decency, and of the Divine Being with vene- * 
ration, ſhould conclude a li%e, not ſullzed with any 
remarkable vice, as a Chriſtian, might be imagined 
to be the 140 proof of that good ſenſe he was always 
reputed the maſter of, and to be the effect of that 
good ſenſe alone, unbiaſſed, uninfluenced by a mo- | 
ther. So one might have juſtly thought, had Mr. 


Pope been one of thoſe, who in matters of religion 
had been uſed to take ſenſe and reaſon for his guide. 
But Mr. Pope fays, I think, ſomewhere in his 


up his reaſon, he did not deſign to be fo complaiſant in 


So reſpects; which was ſurely a very fooliſh de- 
claration. For as religion regards things eternal, 
and a fundamental error in that, is of everlaſting 4 
concern, it is the thing of all others, wherein a. 
perſon truly wiſe, would, upon 10 conſiderations, © 
be brought wholly to confide in man, but would 


exert every ſenſe he had, and the utmoſt retch 


of his underſtanding. But what Mr, Pope was 
pleaſed to. ten with an 1F ; that, Mr, Creſſy 
more frank and open, has explained i in clear terms, | 
That the © wit and judgment of catholicks, is to 


© renounce their own judgment, and depoſe their 


| © own wit f. And moſt certainly, if Mr. Pope 


had not renounced his own judgment, and depoſed" 
his own 277, he could never have been induced, 


as they ay he was, to adore' and to eat his mater 


and redeemer, perfect god and perfect man, in the 8 
+ Append, c. 7. Sect. 8. in Tillotſon's Rule of Faith, Part. 3 1 
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55 (33) 
form and likeneſs of a wafer, conveyed to him, as 
he thought, by the bands of a faittful prigſt. This 
is a notion and practice too abſurd and znnpioiss, 
for ſenſs or reaſon, for wit or judginent to give 
into, and, probably, even in Mr. Pope, had 21 
timately no better a Joundation, than the dates 
of an old woman, whoſe virtue he efecemed, and 
who had the care of his education. If it ſhould 
be ſaid, he did not build fo monſtrous a notion, 
and fo idolatrous a practice, upon the authority of 
his mother, but upon that of the church: This, 
in plain Engliſh, amounts to no more, than that 
Mr. Pope died, in an add of idolatry; becaule it 
was uſual with that party or action his mother was 
of, to ie in an ac of idlatry, which party or 
1 /acion, Mr. Pope, in all likelihood, would have 
had a moſt contemptivle opinion of, had he not 
been prejudiced in their favour, by a mother that 
loved him, and that he loved. So that in the laſt 
reſort, it was the mother that prevailed, even in 
that fine genius Mr. Pope; and her ad nonitios 
were of more werght with biz, than ſerje, reaſon, 
or revelation. 

The influence of women is farther apparent by 
the Tewes. The /#25, 1 doubt, arc faulty enough, 


free from vice, as any of their ſex. 

To them, I believe, is in a great meaſure, 
owing that reading in their religion, ſo remark- 
able in that people, Which makes them 4/0 


and laugb of, all Hor s to convert them, from 


wha lande r quarter they proceed. 

And that the pe eople © of England, are ſo eafily 
20% led out of the religion of their country, by == 
every even filly creat; e that a tacks them, is an 
| 'P un- 
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( 34 ) 
unhappineſs ariſing from the negligence, and ini- 
gquity of their mothers, who never inſtill one vir- 
tuous thought into them, nor give them any ſort 
of binſs to piety, or the fear of God. So that 
the #r/? deceiver that ſers upon them, if he can 
but prevail fo far, as to make them 7hink of re- 
ligion, as a thing of any conſequence, ſtands a fair 
chance of /eading them as he pleaſes, 0 

8. 18. NUMA then, to return to the ſub- 
ject in hand, by a reign of forty-three years, ſpent 
in peace, piety, and a courſe of uninterrupted 


virtue: And by entertaining a ut and moſt r- 


thy notion of God, and teaching and inculcating 
that notion upon others, became an happy inſtru- 
ment, of reforming the age he lived in. Which 
reformation he perſected, and continued to gene- 
rations after him, by thoſe ſeeds of virtue, he 
ſo deeply planted, in the farre/# work of the A.- 
mighty in this ſower world; for there it was, in 
truth, that the franſgreſion began, there was the 
foundation laid. Numa removed that, and it an- 
ſwered; he added virtue to their other charms, 
and they brought forth a race of heroes, to civi- 


and to make them happy by /ubduing them. 
Should the learned Reader not fall in with my 


ſentiments, in regard to the example and principles 


of Numa, and his management of the women, 
with the zzfuence thereat. Should we not agree 
as to the cauſe, what I am more concerned in, 
the effect is not to be a:fprted, For the Romans 
undoubtedly continued for ſeveral ages, a people of 
uncbmon virtue, and of more en ordinary f- 


licity, as long as they conti 9/2 tyous. The 


teſtimony of Livy I har odove, © That 
| then 


lize the world, to improve the manners of men, 
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© there never was a ſtate greater, of more ſan- 
* (tity, more fruitful in good examples, that fo 
© late fell under the dominion of avarice and lu- 
* Xury, nor where poverty and parſimony were 
* held in ſo great eſteem, and for ſo long a time®.” 
© Thoſe that raiſed that empire being furniſhed, 
© as Plutarch obſerves, with every kind of vir- 


s tue. Do not imagine, ſays Cato in the Ro- 
man ſenate, that our anceſtors, from ſo ſmall a 


© beginning, made our republick great by arms, 
was Zhat the caſe, moſt flouriſhing would be its 


condition in our days, wherein we far exceed 


© them in allies, in citizens, in arms and horſes. 
But their greatneſs was owing to other things, 
* which we are not poſſeſſed of. In private affairs 
© they were induſtrious, in matters relating to the 
* publick ; in counſel free; having no checks 
from any thing they had done, or any thing 
© they hoped for. Whereas, wwe inſtead of theſe, 
© have luxury and avarice : publick want, and 
private opulence : admire riches, but would be 
* exempt from labour: have no regard to the 
* merits of men : to bribery and intrigue give up 
© every reward of virtue. And when each of 
* you ſeparately ſtudies his own intereſt, minds 
nothing but pleaſure at bome, and only money 
and fatour here, it is not to be wondered at, that 
© an attempt ſhould be made upon a deſerted com- 
* mon-wealth ||. 


F 2: Thus 


Liv. lb. 1. | 

+ Hans wi dens bci. vg THE N avrozptug. Plut. de 
Roman. Fortuna. 

| Nolite exiſtumare majores noſtros armis re mpublic. Ex parva 
magnam feciſſe. Si ita res eſſet; muito pulcherrimam eam nos 


haberemus, Quippe ſociorum, atque civium, præterea armorum, 
1 atque 


6 
Thus ſpoke Cato, when CATALINE conſpired 
to fire Roms, that bu/wark of liberty; and to 
make himſelf head of her Empire, by the aſſi- 
ſtance of its inet rate enemies the GAuls, [the 
people of that country, which is now called France.] 
But Cicero's virtue, for that time, ſaved the ſtate, 
and Cataline was undone. But it was not long 
before its vices prevailed againſt her, and brought 
in the moſt dreadfal havock and deſolation. Be- 
ſides thoſe oceans of blood that were ſpilt in battle, 


there followed proſcription upon proſcription, till 


moſt of her ancient families were no more. 

thoſe families had it been filled with vice, by that 
vice was every bond of ſociety diſſolved, the na- 
tural conſequence whereof was, to run into con- 
fuſion and civil war: hey had the moſt to loſe, 
the form therefore fell upon them with the greateſt 
violence, ſerept them utterly away, and put an enũ 
to their race. After the deſtruction of Carthage, 
* ſaith Salut *, from the be/# and faire/?, it be- 
came gradually the wworfp and moſt flagitidus. 
Upon which followed that fatal civil war between 
Marius and Sylla; in which it ſuffered more, than 


atque equorum major copia nobis, quam illis eſt, Sed alia fuere, 
qua illos magnos fecere : quiz nobis nulla ſunt : domi induſtria, 
foris juſtum imperium; animus in conſulendo liber, neque delicto, 
neque lubidini, obnoxius. Pro his. nos habemus lux uriam, atque 
avaritiam; publice egeſtatem, privatim opulentiam : laudamus 
divitias, ſequimur inertiam : inter bonos et malos diſcrimen nullum: 
omnia virtutis premia ambitio poſſidet. Neque mirum : ubi vos 
ſeparatim, hbi quiſque conithum capitis, ubi domi voluptatibus, hic 
pecuniæ, aut gratiæ ſervitis, eo ſit, ut impetus fiat in vacuam 
remp. Salluſt. Bell. Catalin. 


* Ex pulcherrima atque optima, peſſima ac flagitioſiſſima facta 
eſt Ex quo tempore m.jorum mores non paulatim ut antea, fed þ: 


torrentis modo præcipitati, adeo juventus luxu atque avaritia cor- 
rapta eſt, ut merito dicatur genitos eſſe qui neque ipfi habere pol- 


ſent res familiares, neque altos pati. - Salluſt. ap. 8. Auguſtin, de 


Civ, Det, Lib. 11. c. 18. 


from |} 


* 


R a 


8 
from all the enemes it had ever met with. From 
* which time, as the ſame judicious hiſtorian ob- 
4 © ferves f, their manners did not decline gradually, 
1e as before, but were carried down, as by a mighty 
. torrent. So abandoned were her youth to luxury 
e, and avarice, that one might juſtly ſay, they were 
2 7 ©a race of men, that could neither keep their own, 
ht nor would {fer others 70 Feep theirs. And as 
e- their vices iucreaſod, ſo did their calamities, till 
e, they were delivered up to the laughter, under the 
ill conduct of Pompey and Cz/ar, of Antony and Au- 
3y giiſius, and even of the dijerace of the ſpecies Vi- 
at frellius and Otho, Thoſe lords of mankind became 
a- |} flaves to monſters ; thoſe who had fo often plun- 
N- 3 dered the world, became a prey to all nations; and, 
e, perhaps, no people have oftner or more ſeverely 
eſt felt the miſeries of fire and ſword, of famine and 
1d peſtilence, than the inhabitants of that celebrated 
e, City. That Empire indeed at length became 
e- 4 chriſtian; but it was not till littlè remained of that 
divine religion but the name; till it was become a 
en 3 zargon and a conteſt about who ſhould be the greateſt, 
an till there was hardly a man of ſenſe, of learning, 
and of virtue amongſt them, who was not in dan- 
ia. ger of being baniſhed and undone, under a prefence 
to, of hereſy, of one ſort or other, As if charity, peace, 
temperance, humility, the love of God, and of 


u: our neighbour, had been no parts of his doctrine, 
= s Tho gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
# BE « . . . , » N 
am From all iniquity, and purify to himſelf a peculiar 


people, zealous of good works T. Since then it was 


i | | 
f Quantum ad converſationem Gothorum aut Vancalorum per- 
tinct, quid eſt in quo eis aut præponere nos, aut etiam comparare 
poilimus ? Saly, de Gubernat. Dei. L. 5. 
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a change in name, but no change in manners, we | 
are not to wonder there was no amendment in 
their circumſtances, or to find that Nome was taken 
by the Goth, in about one hundred years after it be- 


came chriſt.on. Which zame, how little it deſerved, 
may be ſeen in various writers of undoubted cre- 


dit, who lived in the time when that event hap» | 
ened. As to the converſation of the Goths and 
© Vandals, wherein are we better or indeed com- 
parable to them,” is a queſtion we meet with in | 
Salviun. By our ww:ckedneſs, ſays Jerom, are | 
© the Barbarians brave — we diſpleaſe God, and by 
the rage of that ꝛcd4d people, does he exert the 


© fierceneſs of his anger againſt us ||,” 


And how hopeleſs a generation it was, and how | 
mncorrioible „appears from an expoſtulation we | 


meet wiih in St. Auſtin. What madneſs 1s this, 


that when the molt remote countries publickly F- 
< lament and mourn for your d-/?r:&7om, the thea- | 
tres ingroſs your thoughts, there you crowd in 
© heaps, and behave in a manner. more ſtupid and 
© ſenicleſs than before. Being trodden under foot 
8 * by the enemy, you make no abatements in Iuxu- | 
© ry, no advantage do you reap from your ni for- 

© func, you arc become the moſt wreiched of men, 

and y.t continue the mg vile , And how like 
to theirs was even the A, of ſome Fe- * 

MALES 1 


|| Noftris peccatis barbari fortes ſont. —Difplicemus*Deo, ut per 1 
rabiem barbarorum, illius in nos ira'deſeviat. Jerom. Epiſt. 3. ad 


Heiudor. Epit. Nepot. 


* mentes amentes, quis eſt hic tantus non error, ſed furor, ut 


exitium veſtrum, ſicut audivimus, plangentibus orientalibus populis 


et maximis civitatibus in remotiflimis terris, publicum luctum Þ 
mæroremque ducentibue, vos theatra quæreretis, intraretis, imple- 


retis, et multo inſaniora quam fuerant antea faceretis nec contriti 


ab hoſte luxuriam repreſſiſtis: perdidiſtis utilitatem calamitatis, et E 


miſerimi 


4 ) 


IAI Es of our devoted i land? who, whilſt they 


Jas becauſe thoſe deteſtable rebels gave fome lictle 
2 | check to CaRDs and FippLiING, 
hy $& 19. DEEPLY ſunk in vice was Rome, 
g when Cataline conſpired her ruin. One certain 
evidence whereof is, that her women were with- 
out ame T. They had nevertheleſs reſerved in 
F/ecret ſome ſeeds of virtue, which fprouted forth 
ſand appeared upon the approach of danger, In 
ml that rebelliom © they afflicted themſelves ; lifted up 
* „ ſuppliant hands to heaven; pitied their helpleſs 
“ infants ; were frequent in their petitions ; afraid 
of every thing; laid aſide their PRIDE and their 
DIVERSIONS, and were under great concern 
"ag for themſelves, and for their country. T. | 
1% . Thus the Roman dames were affected by that 
's impending calamity, but not without exception. 
„„For Sempronia was deep in the plot, audacious as 
d nan, — could ſing, could dance, with more airs 
than became a znodeſt woman,—:impudent, with- 
1 * out regard to decency ; profuſe, deſpiſed cenſure, 
$ of unbounded 4/7 j].' In ſhort, Seiupronia was 
Ja „ine lady, of no virtue, and therefore a friend to 


*n ICataline, | 
C 
E= Inmiſerimi, fucti eſtis, et peſimi permaniſiſtis. De Civitat. Dei. L. 1. 
ES Ac. 33. | | 
3 7 Mulieres pudicitiam in propatulo habere. Sal, Bell: Catal. 
Ad hæc mulieres—aliiQare ſeſe; manug ſupplices ad cœlum 
— F tendere ; raiſerari parvos liberos, rogitare 3 omnia pavere; ſuper- 
4 bia atque deliciis omiſſis, f,5i patrizque diffidere. Id. ibid. 
3 || Sempronia—virilis audaciz—pſallere, faltare elegantius quam 
5 ;F necefle eit probæ—ei chariora ſemper omnia, quam decus, atque 


pudicitia fuit. Pecuniæ an famæ maus parceret. Haud facile dücer- 
le. AQ Peres ; lubidine fic acccnſa ut fo-pius peteret VI» quam peteretur. 
„ Id. ib. | W ; 


et ; AS 


were in dazly appichenfions of ſecing London in 
James, ſeemed not concerned for any thing /e much, 
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( 49 ) 
As to our dear country-women above hinted | 
at, amongſt other negligences they appear guilty of, 


one relates to a day ſeparated from common uſe, be- | : 


fore that ancient hover of ill choſen pleaſure had 


committed her firſt tranſaręſion. And if it be 
true, that when a woRSE THAN CATALINE 


threatened us, they would not even upon that day | 
refrain from card aſſemblies, &c. poor England, 


ſhort is thy felicity! ſeeing even thy daughters are 


become impudent children, they have made their faces 


barder than a rock, they have refuſed to return, 
When Me ſalina, to whom even faves and 
players had free acceſs, would not be ſatisfied, 


without a formal marriage, to one of her gal. j 
lants, in the life-time of her husband, Claudius 


the emperor. The reflection Tacitus makes upon 
it, is æc y of that moſt ſudicious hiſtoriun, the 
© UNCOMMON Ke, of ſuch a wedding, the laſt 
© pleaſure the debauched are on of, made her 
©coret the 7 op tation of it“ 


Jo be rr am! is ſurely an odd kind of ani. 


rior, yet it is an ambition the profiicate certainly 
fall into. But be pleaſed to mi ind this aft:&tion of 


LF 


depraved nature deſcribed by Seneca, People off / 


© luxury, deſire whilſt they live, that their Iives 
may y be the faded? of converſation; if no body 
* 7a/zs of them, they think they 4% their labour; 


* they therefore are unhappy as often as they do anyl 
thing which fame takes no notice of. Many 

5 bend their fartunes, many keep whores, would 
* you be diſtiuguiſhed among ſuch, it will not ſuf- 
ice to be guilty of an e. xEravagance, it mult bey 


Nomen tamen matrimonii concupivit ob magnitudinem infa-l : 
mix: cujus apud prodigos noviſſima voluptas elt. Tacit. Annal. 
L. 11. | | 
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one emmently ſo; in a place of ſo much hurry, 


© vulgar crimes afford no matter for diſcourſe *.. 


To argue therefore with fach tempers as theſe, 
would be an attempt as wiſe, as to go about to 


erſwade the north wind into 2 calm. For which 


reaſon, . I ſhall not preſume to addreſs myſelf 79 
the ladies above-mentioned, but ſhall take the li- 
berty to ſay concerning them, that the time will 
come, when they will ſadly lay it to heart, that 
they have made the Kord's people to tranſpreſs . 
Soon will the voice of melbay ceaſe ; not many times 
will the ſun ariſe, before they /ball be brought to 
the grave, and ſhall remain in the tomb t, beſore, 


to theſe haughty unthinking beauties, znftead of 


ell. ſet hair there ſhall be baldneſs : and inſtead of 
SWEET SMELL, there ſhall be STINK ||. 

$ 20. I SAID above that @ worſe than Cata- 
line threatened us. And it is true. For had Ca- 
zaline prevailed, Rome might ſtill have continued 
a ſtate not dependent upon any foreign fower, 
Though the Gaul had ailifted him to he bis 
country, the Gauls were not then in a capacity to 
reduce it into a province, and to ſubect it to them- 


tyranny; Nor would Cataline have attempted, to 
compel the vanquiſhed, to quit the religion of their 


ſelves, under him the curſed 7nffrument of their 


country, to take up with that of the Druid, 


* Luxurioſ vitam ſuam eſſe in ſermonibus, dum vivunt, volunt ; 
nam ſi tacetur, perdere ſe patant operam. Itaque male habent quo- 
tiens non faciunt quod excitet famam. Multi bona comedunt, 
multi amicas habent. Ut inter iſtos nomen invenias, opus eſt non 
tantum luxurioſam rem, ſed notabilem facere. In tam occupata ci- 
vitate fabulas vulgaris nequitia non invenit. Sen. Epilt, 123. 
Lib. 1. t 

F 1; Sam. ii. 24. 

1 Job. xx1. 32. 

Isa. iii. 24. 


G RE 


* 


—— 


| (7 

which was the religion prefeſſed by his faithful 
allies, Whereas had v1Zory attended our con- 
ſpirator, liberty would have been what we had 
known ; property what we had been acquainted 
with; but {henceforth our laws muſt have come 
from Paris; our religion from Rome; we mult 
Nave at; oh in a /anrugge we feste nothing o eat 
fleſh or fiſh by Gdircs Zion from Italy, let cunning 
and Feb men into the ſecrets of our hearts; 


Wor ſhipped, even at the hour of death, thus not 


leaving room jor ropentance, a compoſition of flour 
and water, and acvoutiy San; the Gd that 
72% us, But theſe, and a thonſnd other cala- 
mities, that would have been the certain conſe- 
quences of that dreadful change, will have no 
fort of eftec: upon his, into whott minds has 


un id admnſſion, that range chimæra, a divine 


Fight. 

That party indeed, is, I believe, very ſmall, 
conſcience having the leaſt to anſwer for in our di- 
ftraftions, But if there be any at all, fo ex- 
treamly weak and vnd of reaſon, as to imagine 
the prople of Britain a flock of ſheep, and that 
the Stuarts are their natural butchers, honoured 

with a commzfi2n from heaven, ſetting forth, that 
they may Haugiter them, oben, and in what man- 
zer they pleaſe : Or an herd of 72 to be ⁊hipp d 


and ridden by them, as ſhall be moſt for their 


d:verfroms for the latisfaction of theſe well-mean- 
ing, but zl-judging people, I ſhall crave leave, to 
make a brief inquiry into the hiftory of that fa- 
mily, whoſe es we are ee to be, by di- 
vine af pr 8 

$ 21. © THE firſt king of that family then, 
e was Rake rt Stuart, whoſe wife Eu eme, daugh- 
| 1 ” del 
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< ter of Hugh earl of Rs, brought him three 
children, and died in the year 1373. mer 


deceaſe, he took for his 4zcond wife Elizabeth 
* More, whom in his youth he had been 2 


c nately fond of, and by whom he had — thre 

 fons and 7wo daughters. After which criminal 
commerce, and thoſe © i/:ble effects of it, be dif 

* poſed of her i in narriage to — ard, a nobleman 
« of Lothian, But Gard ang, about the 
« ſame time with queen Eufeme, he married Gif< 
« fard's widow, conterred .honvurs upon the hl 
* dren he had by her b fore ber marriage with 
either Gard or himſelf; and not content with 
that, entailed the crown by aff of parliament, 
upon his children by Ez. Mares cutting off the 
children by his lawful wifey! hic! afterwards 
* was the occaſion of almoſt extinguiſhing that 
© numerous family. So far Buchanan, that learns 
ed, and moſt ingenious Scotch Hiſtorian &. 

Thus by. an a of the Scotch legif ature, were 
the products of wlawful lui, preferred to the berrs 
of the &#ing's body, leg: ally bepotten, thoſe berrs, 


having in no reſpect, either ofeuded their father, 


* Roberti Stuart! uxor Eufemia Hogonis comitis Roſhe filia mo- 
ritur A. D MecelxxIII. ex ea Rex ternos liberos genuerat. Ro- 
bertus non tam, impatientia cælibatus, quam amore liberoram, ex 
Elizabetha Mora prius genetor un, iplam uxorem duxit, Hanc 
enim elegant forma Adami. Mori i! A cquitis filiam, adhuc ado- 
leſceus, vehemer: ter amarat, ex eaque tres tilios 20 duas filias ſuſce- 
perat, eamque Giifardo, viro nov! li in Lothi: ing, cu averat collocan⸗ 
dam, verum, ſub idem fere tempus, Kufemia Regina, et Giffardo. 
Elizabetha marito defunctis, Rex, five co. ſuetudine veters more 
inductus, five (quod a multis traditur) ut Alios, quos ex ca genue- 
rat, legitimos faceret, matrem eo um ibi matrimonio junxit, Altos 
ftatim divitiis et doheribus anxit, nec hac contentus, Comitiis ob: 
tinuit, ut, prætermiſſis Eufemiæ libris in rege creando, gradus 
ætatis obſervarentur, quæ res poſtea tam numer fin fanilizm pene 
extinxit. Buchan. Rer. Scotio. tH:8. 
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or ated or atlempted to aff any thing in preju- noi 
dice to the laws ef their country. And by viriue fi 
of that act of feitlement, did the ſons of Eliza- 
beth More, begotten in manifeſt fornication, and 
without any intentions, (as appeared by king Ro- 
bert's care to have her diſeſed of to Giffard) with- 
out the /eg/} views of matrimony, ſucceed, firit to 
the crown of their own country, and afterwards 
to that of England. But ſurely with as idle, as 
inſolent, as groundleſs pretenſions to a divine right, 
as were ever made in favour of any family. It 
not appearing by any authority, either of God or 
man, that the feed of the adulterer, or the whore, | 

ſhould inherit before the chili born in /awful wed- I be 
loc. This, at leaſt, is the teſtimony of St. Paul, a0. 
that marriage is honourable in all, and the bed un- f ga 
arjuled, but wwhoremongers and adulterers God will an 
Judge 1. And though Hage, as a concubine, as 
was upon a better footing, than a woman for ſe- Fr: 
veral years living in an mmfamous courſe of forni= be 
cation, and though Yhmael was the jirjt born, yet dic 
God's promiſe was, that in Iſaac hall thy feed be m 
called *, Accoidingly we find, that the fa- Jrit 
ther of the faithful, that wife and 7uf# patriarch, I he; 
took a proper care of the children he brought in- / 
to the worid by his concubines 5 He gave them gifts f ter 
end fent them away, but all gh he bad be gave un- a 
zo I ſaac his ſon + by Sarab his true and lawful ha 
WI fe. 2 


Whether then the words of the prophet may Igo 
i not be apphed to this family, I will not take up- be 


on me to determine; they have ſet up kings, but hi 
1 dis 

Gen xi. 12. : f ; 
71 Gen, xav. 6. | g 8 1 
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not by me”; Hey have made princes t, and I knew 
ſit not. But this I will ſay, that whoever will 


ive himſelf the trouble to conſult either Scozch or 


J Engliſh hiſtory, will meet with but eie in either 
kingdom of that houſe, whoſe hves have not been 
full "of peril and mneaſinefs, their deaths re marka- 
ble, and for the moſt Pa irt violent; and whoſe 
Jreigns, in this kingdom at leaſt, have not been ate 
a made with plagues, res, maſſacres, or ci] war. 
There ſeems, in truth, to be ſome thing of an z- 


Wence, 10 bateful in * very name of 8 TH I ART, 


that I know not, whether, upon inquiry, the con- 

tagious diſtember among our horned cattle may not 
be 7ound to have its riſe, about the time that he, 
209, perhaps has nothing more than the name, be- 
gan to make his wicked. attempt upon our iſland, 


and that it zncreaſed in malignity, in proportion 


Jas that comet made its approach towards our me- 
: tropolis. In fine, if a man would but conſider | 
the years that are faſt, and judge without preju- 
dice according to fats, it is not 7mpoſ/ivle, but he 
: might find ſome reaſons to ſuſpe?, that the inbe- 
ſritance did never from the beginning, by a divine, 
I hereditary, indefeafible right, belong to the deſcendents 
of Elizabeth More and that had king Robert at- 
} tended to zuftice and equity, an not been carried 
Jaway by a partial and ill grounded affeftion ; or 
I bad he 402/ely conjulted the real good bo either his 


amily or country, he would, like that great and 


good prince abraham, have T7Ve Sts unto the ons 
be had by Elizabeth Mare, and ſent them into the 
Highlands: But the 7aber! ZHance, the power, the 
ſdgnity, he would have boneſ?ly cf gued to the ſons 


T Hoſea viii, 4. 


of 


— — — — — 
0 : 6 -; : = _ 
— — — W 


, — — 


— —— > 


92 


| 
+ 
it 
l 
T4 
1 
it 


3 


of his Sody, lawfully begotten upon his Queen Eu- 1 


femia. 


My particular regard for the fair ſex, and the 
geep ſenſe I have of their invincible power over 
ours, makes me preſume ſo often to turn my 


diſcourſe towards them. Pardon me therefore, 


ye charmers, for J really have no other deſign up- 
you, but to bring you to truth and reaſon z and 
by your means, to reform our brutal race. Give 


me leave then to ſuppoſe one of you 1o unthinks= 


ing, as to believe a divine right inherent in zhe |! 
houſe of Stewart. And be pleaſed to zndulge ine 


ſo far as to reflect upon the caſe following, 

Your hufoand, Madam, may p*{/ibly, before 
marriage, hive met with a frail fianer, and the 
effects of heir ficlen joys may, for ought you know, 
be a hoy or #09, When your head is laid in the 
duft, the abi of thoſe more youthful embraces 
may recur to his mind, and an affe&/7on, mingled 


with py, revive for thoſe nge ita ev (hoſe | 
firſt-vorn, the beginning of bis ſtrength, Upon | 
the vacancy made by you, he may take the- 


bekwed to his bed; and partly by affecion, partly 


by her infinuations, ſettle his eftate and title upon 


her baje begotten boys, generouſly leaving yours the 
next in fucceſjion upon a default of iſſue in ber's, 
And will you, Madam, in prejudice 10 your own 
children, affirm thoſe baſtards, to have a divine 
right to the znheritance and title of your huſband ? 
The cate is farrly put; and I leave you to make 


the application. Conſider Eufeme; think of the 


injured Queen ; when next you tal of Stuart's 
To David king of IJfrael there was indeed a 


promiſe ; (but even then it was conditional, if bis 


children 
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( 47 ) 

children would walk before God in truth, with all 
3 their foul ;) that there ſhould not fail him a man 
I to ft upon the throne of Iſrael l. But to Eliſa- 
I beth More, it does not appear any ſuch promiſe was 
ever made of the throne of Britain. From whence 
I conclude, the /egrfature of Britain had an abſo- 
lute power to ſettle the crown, how, and on whom 
1 they thought good: And as they have been pleaſed, 
moſt juſtly, to exclude the nominal or real deſcen- 
dants of Elizabeth More, I am firmly perſuaded, 
and do rom my ſoul believe, that the nominal or 


6353 


real deſcendants of the ſaid Elizabeth More, have 
no more rigbt, or title, or legal, juſt, or equita- 
ble claim to the throne of theſe kingdoms, than has 
I the Sophy of Perſia, or his ſublime highneſs the 
Grand Scignior. 3 

| $22. BUT it is not theſe people of . 
informed conſtiences we need to be afraid of; it is 
people of 10 conference at all, from whence our 
danger proceeds, People, who baſe in the ſun- 
eie of his Majeſty's favour, who are admitted 
into %s of gowwer, of honor, and of profit, who 
therefore, as it is but reaſonable, give all the . 
1ſurances men can give to men, of their faith and 
true allegiance to our Sovereign Lord King George, 
Which offurances are given, and moſt /-lomn pro- 
1 zeftations of /inrerity made, by our members of par- 
liament, officers in the army, clergy, Cc. yet 
{ſome of all theſe have been jufrefed, and per- 
{haps not without cf, to have taken the cats 
with as Little thorroht and reflechion, is they are 


r 
[2 De S 
1 Ws 


} ufed to read, if they ever do read, a chapter in 


the bible. Do theſe men believe there is a God? 
If they do not, they are fools ; for none but a foo! 


8 


3 Kings ii, 4. Lu 
ever 


( 48 ) | 
ever ſo much as in his heart doubted of it: If 
they do, with ſuch a bebaviour, let others call an 
them by the name they merit. Do you conſider F ? 
the words, gentle reader, and conſider the men, . 
and you will not be at a ok to know their pro- 1 J 
| per tile and ZHtte. * I A. B. do truly, and ſin- th 

* cerely, —dectire in my conſcience, before God, tut 
© and the 4007/7, tha George iS rightful and Ja. or 
; ul King, —I to belicve in y conjcience, that the to 
* perſon pretended, hath not any right or title, I. 
© renounce obedicice to him, and fear that Iwill We 
© bear true allegiance to George, and him will |] we 
defend to the UTMOST of my POWER againſt 3 2 
© all attempts whatſoever, &c. &c, &c. And all}! 
© theſe things do plainly, and ſincerely acknow- | bats 
© ledge, and fiwear, according to theſe expreſs ja 
words by me ſpoken, and according to the plain 
and common ſenſe and under{landing of the ſame . 
* words, without any equivocatian, mental evaſion, 5 
© or ſecret reſervation whatſoever ; ; —upon the true 


* faith * a corifttan. So belp me God. 


— 


OREN ver 
wry 3 
8 


Let a man but ſeriouſly, and with any regard 
to conſcience, reflect upon the oath, how ſtrong | 5 
and /aboured the expreſſion, and haw ſecurely guard- |} 77? 
ed againtt all equivocations and ſecret reſervations þ 
whatſoever. Let him then caſt an eye towards a | 
member of parliament in cicher houſe, a juſtice of ; 
the peace, an officer in the army by land or ſea, || 
the biſhop of a dioceſs, the head or member of a a 
college, a tutor in the univerſity, the parſon of a 
pariſh, or domeſtick chaplain, who, notwithitand- | 
ing his having taken that cath, 15 directly or indi- meg 
rectly aiding and aſſiſting to the pretender. Let 8 _ 
him laſtly examine what his particular ideas are, | 

and 


| (49 ) 
all and What he diſtincily means by FALSE TRAITOR; 
bf PERJURED VILLAIN, A POST ATE fro the 
J aith of Chriſt, RENOUNCER of the die pros 
O. becfion; and he will fee no occifion to be airaid of 
¶ the guilt of calumny or defamation, {i 01441 lie ven- 
ture to apply theſe odious terms to feck an one: 
gor ſhould he, with the Honeſ Plaine of Putin 
to David, declare to his face, 2 bou art the man®*, 
There have not, it may be, in any age been 
wanting men, who, out of intereſt, or paition, 
would ſtick to cal. good evil, or evil good ; to call 
Iigbt darkneſs, or darkneſs liebt ; to fit bitter for 
' fe beet, and ſweet for bitter 1. But that the Zeach= 
ers of the everla/ting goſpel of peace, of truth and 
love, ſhould, (contrary to their moſt fole:mn en- 
gagements; for the /incerity whereof they had, 1 
the ſtrong? 15 terms that could be dic ſod, called the 
eternal God to witneſs, renounciug all hope of good 
from him, and declaring themiclves 20 ch, iſlians, 
if they did not faithfully and _— ably frand to 
4 thoſe engagements) ſhould, I ay, by a fractece that 
1 deſtroys all Fa7th among men, all confraence, all ci— 
vi focrety, endeavour — give up their Af7ve colt. 
try to endleſs flavery, u nder the moſt 1 eſlilent of 
all zyrants, thoſe of Rome, to deliver its deluded 
q inhabitants into the hands of idolaters and offer ſſins 3 
to commit their charch to the gus dance of a man 
that hazed their church, aud who thought himſelf 
q obliged, at all hazards, utterly to aer their 
churcb, under the penalty of  cternal Cammation, 
was ſomething beyond madneſs or folly, was a 
J degree of rice we want a name for. 


” 


gd  * 2 Sam. x11, 7. 
＋ Iſa. v. 20. 
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To this, in a great meaſure, is owing that 12- 
undation of contempt that has overwhelmed us. It 
is not the profeyſion that has made us deſpicable, | 
but our abufe thereof, and ill behaviour in it; our 
maſter's ſervice 18 truly honourable, and will never 
fail to gain reſſect to thoſe who faithfully act in 
obedience to his commands. But when our Pan/"ry 1 
ces became one continued ſermon in the praiſe of 
ferjury; when we exerted our intereſt with the 
people to foment diſcord, to overturn government, 
and to deſiroy the very name of that pure and moſt! 
holy religion we profeſs; believe it, poſterity, a pro- 
teltant kingdom had much ado to hinder a pro- 
teſtant clergy from ruining the proteſtant religion. 
So vile an attempt made it thought expedient, by 
all means, to leſſen our influence, which we uſed? 
to ſo deteſiable a purpoſe. Hence the charaſteriſ. 
ticks, hence the rights of the chriſtian church," 
&c. But the prieſt's ice, and the conſequence to 
then elves of their z{] behaviour, I ſhall deicribe to 
ou in the words of Malachi : My covenant was. 
with him [Levi] of hfe and peace, and 1 gab. 
them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, 
and was afraid before my name. The law of trutl ; 
ads in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in 2 { | 
lips: he walked with me in peace and equity, aui 
did turn many away from iniquity. Fer the priefii 
lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek £ la 
at his mouth, for he is the meſſenger of the Lord «| 
Hoſts. But ye are departed out of the away : ye hat 


cauſed many to ſtumbleat the law : ye have corrupted il. ; 
covenant of Levi fairhthe Lordo Hoſts. THERE FORE 
have Ialſo made you CONTEMPTIBLE and BASE be | 
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1 | 
fore all the people, according as ye have not kept my 
ways, but have been partial in the law *, 

To theſe men of perfidy then, theſe contemners 
of an oath, theſe worſe than beathens, in that they 
not only deny our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but the only 
Lord God F likewiſe, and in a language leſs equivocal, 
more generally underſtood, and more determinate, 
than that which is formed by ſound: To theſe 
moſt audacious ſinners againſt their own ſouls, 
whether laymen or in holy orders, however dig- 

nified or diſtinguiſhed, will I conclude what J 
have to fay in the words of Mr. Pope : | 


'Tis yours, a Bacon, or a Locke fo blame, 

A Newton's genius, or a feraph's flame: 

But O] with one, immortal one d:[henſe, 

The ſource of Newton's light, of Bacon's ſenſe ! 
Content, each tmanation of bis fires, 

That beams on earth, each virtue he inſpires, 
Each art he prompts, each charm he can create, 
Whate'er he gives, are giv'n for you to hate. 
Perſiſt, by all divine in man unaw'd, | 
But learn, ye Dunces ! not to ſcorn your God, 


But to leave theſe fad wretches to their 0707 re- 
eftions, who either believe there is no God, or 
moſt manifeſtly deſpiſe his power, in that they 
make no other / of that great and glorious name, 
but thereby to deceive and ruin thoſe that conjide 
in them, upon ſuppoſition that they own his being, 
whom they znvoke, and that they dread the conſe- 
quences of his diſpleaſure. And to go on in our 


* Mal. ii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 


T Jude 4. 5 
| H 2 | 9 


(EF 
inquiry, as to the effects of vice upon a nation, 
whe the people generaily fall into it. 
§ 23. TO the ſtate of the Jews then, it hap- 
xencd as to all o:hcr ſtates, en they wwalhed in 
the ways of God and h. Pt bis comma: zuments, it Was 
acc it them <ohen their heart turned af de, and 
the; wo us ct Har, they met with ſorrowo enougb. 
Niue cn Paciched s (ſaith Jeremiah! ao correct 
a , aud ty backſudrngs fhall reprove thee : know 
ther. fore end we 4 it is n er 71 thing and bit- 
zer che, bon haſt forjaken the Lord thy God, and 
that in 25 15 1 = in thee, | ith the Lord God of 
Ie, k. Bol proplet and prieſt are prophane, 
9 7 ny Heß fade I found their awrichedneys, ſaith 
fg {ord TY ber; your. their way ſball be unto them 
[rihery oa) _ : they ſh: all be driven 
Di i Fall Ihes ein: fon. will bias evil ufon them, 
C 67 $7 C14 2 viſita Aion, faith the Lord +. 


* 


P:tore they wee carried away into Babylon, 1/a:ab 
bitiirs us he at the whole nation was become cor- 
ruſt, that their print /pies of virtue were loft, 

both peine © K prep e, that they ſnned 75 Thong 


Ferre, _— * bon ny Pur pojes of amendment. 


Bet tear him in his own lofty manner. The 


ae O bead 7, k, aud the whole heart fart ; from 
fre fil f {ie fat even unto the head, there is no 


fe nal] in it; but wounds, and bruifes, and putri- 
Fi, 2 %. 2. 5 have Hot FE en cloſed, neither hound 


ut, neicter molified\ aoith ointment f. And that 
Ke. Civ! not perifÞ, till there was no hopes of cure, 


Appears by che beh viour of thoſe that were left 


in their own land, after the chicfs of their nation 


er. H, 
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had been led into captivity, as it was diſcovered 
in a viſion to Ezekzel, To whom were ſhewn 
ſome burning incenſe to creeping things and abomi- 
nable beaſts ; women Weeping for Tammuz; others 
with therr backs towards the temple of the Lord, 
and their faces towards the Eofe worſhipping the 
fun T. Time then it was, that they ſhould reap 
the fruits of their doings, And, behold of what 
fert they were, as deſcribed by a contemporary, 
The tongue of the fucking child cleaveth to the rof 
of is mouth for thirſt : The young children aſe 
bread, and no man breaketh it unto them : they that 
did feed delicately are deſolate in the ſtreets ; they 
that were brought up in ſcariet, embrace dungbills 448 
Mine eyes do fail with tears : my bowels are trou- 
bled : my liver is poured upon the earth for the de- 


| fructi on of the daughter of my people ; becauſe the 


children and the ſuchlings ſeuoon in the ſtreets of the 


city. The fay to their mothers, were is the corn 
| ond Wine? «Aer they favooned as the wounded in the 


| ftreets of the city, when their fouls was poured out 


into their mothers boſoms ||; You that have bowels 
| reflect upon theſe words, WHEN THEIR SOULS 
| WAS POURED OUT INTO THEIR MOTHERS 
| BosoM. Behold the gaſping babes and mothers 
| anguiſh, when the life of ſucklings, through the 
| grievous famine, the fad effef?s of war ! was pour- 


ed out into A mother's boſom. An image how 


| full of tenderneſs 1 as how big with horror the fol- 


| lowing ? The hands of the pitiſul women have ſod- 


den their own children; they were their meat in the 


+ Ezek. viii. 
T Lam. i; 4s © 
Lam. ii. 11, 12 


deſtruction 


6 
deſtruftion of the daughter of my people fg. Reflect, 
ye mothers, upon the foregoing paſſages : And if 4 
you have Yoo litile thought to be moved with the 
hopes or terrors of the world io come, conſider at 1 
leaſt the puniſhments of ſin in this world, The 3 
ſame God ſtill reigneth, and fin is equally odious 
to him; and he has nothing to do, but to with- 
draw his favour and protection from us, to make 
yon as miſerable as the mothers juſt mentioned. 1 
a0 hide my face from them, faith God by Moſes, | 
T will ſee what their end ſhall be *. And again by 4 
Hoſea, Wo to them when 1 depart from them + ; | 
which words are a: applicable to Britons as to 

ews, And it is a truth not to be doubted of, 
that, ſhould he leave us to ourſelves, ſoon would T 
our plagues be wonderful, as it likewiſe is, that, 
had he not been gracioatly pleaſed to be our ſaieli 1 
and buckler, we might have ſpoken of our enemies, 
and of the land of our nativity, in the words of 11 
Foel ||, A fire devoureth before them, and behind 4 
a flame burneth : the land is as the garden of Eden 7 
before them ; and behind them a diſolate wilderneſs,|| © 
and nothing "ſhall eſcape them. For ſurely never|] 0: 
prince, not even David himſelf, could with mord P 
maniſeſi reaſon aver, that it is God that ſubdueth} n. 
the people under me &, than the king that now reigns t! 
and long may he reign, the favourite of Heaven. co 
and the darling of a faithful and loyal people. er 
Who, that conſiders a nation ſo divided as wh 
Nate; the mighty pains that have been taken fol! 
hal If a century to rouſe a ſerie of di Yaſfeerior 1 
4 Lam. iv. 10. 
Deut. xxxil. 20. 
12. 


| Joel ii. 3. 
y Pf. xvi. 47. 
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them, they fled towards their dens wich the utm precipetation. 


: 3 | 
the artful <or7tings, and more artful comments up- 
on them, in places of publick refort, by men, who, 
from trifſes hight as air, could draw conſequences 
of much pit and moment; the mad zeal of popiſh 
bigots ; and the infatuation and baſe per fidiouſneſs 
of half-/frained, il-begotten proteſtants; who, 


3 fay, that conſiders theſe things, could imagine, 


that noxious babe of Rome could have been ſo long 
barking in the heart of England, at the head of an 
army of deſperate fellows with all the accoutrements 
of war, with all his 7maginary title, back'd with 
the fower and wealth of France and Spain, offer- 
ing five guineas a man advance, and yet that 20 
body, or no body 5eortÞ mentioning, ſhould join 
him ? TT 
It is a truth, it is a truth, and I will proclaim” 
it aloud, that he <obich ſtilleth the raging of the fea 
and the noiſe of its undes, is the ſame who flilleth 
the madneſs of the people +, It was not our fleets 
or armies that protected us, but the Lord God of 
our ſulvation. It was he that ſaid to the people, 
PEACE BE STILL*, And having ſuffered the e- 
nemy to hover over us long enough to let us know, 
that zf was the Lord's mercies that awe were not 
conſumed ; and at the ſame time given /ufficient 
evidence to them, that the meaſure of our iniqui- 
ties was not yet full; he called for a Rovar 
YOUTH from the Eaſt t, be gave them as the diſt 


+ Fi. I*v; 7. 
© Mark 3v. 39- 


1 Poſterity will know, as well as we do at preſent, that his 


8 | Royal Highneſs the Dake of Cumberlaud was i Flanders, at the 


head of his Majei:y's troops, while the rebels made their progreſs 


in England; and that upon his coming over, and going to meet 


70 


4 


(023 
fo his fworg, he purſued them, and paſſed ſafely es 
ven by the way that he had not gone with his feet ||. 

Had God forſaken us, the madneſs had ſpread, 
and we bed ſheathed our ſwords in each others 
bowels; that which our ſons and daughters ſhould 
kave eaten, had been devoured by enemies; our land 
had been policiied by the dregs of nalions; and our 
lives put into the power of thoſe ſons of wolence 
who know not what compaſſion means; who hate 
us heartily; and who would think to increaſe their 
own future joy, by the weight they added to our 
preſent mzjery, For they could hardly have zu- 
puted their ſucceſs to any other ceuje, but that 
Heaven had de ned by their arms to root out he- 
reſy, and to give the dominion and rule to that Ho- 
ls faction, that ſays it believes, as people believe on 
the other 2 the mountains, And how bleſſed an 
errand was that, to have authority and porter to 
cut proteſtant throats; to enjoy their wealth; to 
ſet up a Ving of their own; to make Enelifhmei 
guilty of the ſame zdolatry with thoje in Italy; to 
facrifice at once to God, and to revenge 3 ind to 
merit heaven by the Blood of enemies !] pleaſing a- 
muſement! happy highlanders ! 

But lo! by advice from Stirling, Feb. 6. 1745-0, 
it appeared, that the rebels, not daring to wait the 
afproach of the DUKE, fled into the / 1oblands, 
Betore which fight, they toid the country people 
they ſhould be obliged to leave part of their bag- 
gage behind them, which therefore they might 
come and tate to their own uſe, Theſe people were 
accordingly apes into the Church of St. Ni- 
mans, where, no {oner wer re they come, than 


II. Ali. 2, 3. 


theſe | 
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41 
theſe inbeman <retchos fet fire to their magazine 
of powarr, which buried many of thoſe poor in- 


nocents in the chunchés rus, beſides what others 


ſuffered by 4% of liniòs, &c. And more deftruc- 
tive ſtill had been that barharons action, had not 
provigentially one of the trains miſcarried. 

Thus did that 1 er child of the Lobe daniſch in 
a blaze, as (they ſay) is zh with the Devil, 
leaving a ferang ſmell of 6rium/toze behind him, 
de ftroping a church, and the lives of many poor 
creatures that had never zzzured him. Near Cul- 
ollen houſe on the memorable 16th of Abril 1746, 
he again arpeared to his cre and v iched adberents. 
For not even hen, can I find that one of the 
king's /orces Coud get a ſigns of him. However 
at Cullocea, I ſry, it is not doubled, but to the re- 
bels he became 27, and that they received from 
him an order in writing, ſtrictly charging them to 
murder their countrymen and felloweſubjeffs, with- 
out pity and without remote; to ſlay the diſablod, 


= 05 
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the diſarmed, the fallen; and not to give quarter 


upon any gretence whatfoever, The DukE com- 
manded. They fought. The rebels fell. The 
bloody bate of Rome, by timely fight, preſery 'd his 
COW od /cul, and left the di Pes or French and pa- 

pal poxcer to the avenging ſword of the devoted 
royaliſis, thoſe glorious Pacrums of Britain's liberty, 

and pure religion, 

THe reader will meet with ſo ma ny d1gre/j1ons 
in this %, that to alk +:rdom for them {everally, 
would be little teſs tedious, than the digreſh Ons 
thenfefoes z let it then ſuffice, once jor all, to 
crave liberty, Whenever It occurs, to ſet COWN any 
reflection, that ſeems to have a fendency to make 
us #bankſul for mercics received, or that carries 
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1 
with it any ſort of Fhelibood of advancing moral 


eurtue and tru? religion. 


I now return to the J&DS, whom I had been 
obſerving to be geheraliy vitions, before Feruſalem 
was falten, their temple burnt, their land made 
delolate, and themſcly es Cat A to Babylon. And 
ſuch was the pp of the houſe of David; 
waoie wickedneſs, great as it was, the ten tribes 

ather exceeded than fell ſhort 5 as may eaſily 
be ſeen by conſulting the hiſtory of their kings; 
which, as it is a bobs in every body's hands, I 
ſhall refer the reader to; and content myſel! with 
the words of Hojca, which brictiy fer "0 to us 
their calamity, and the unhappy cauſe thereof 
Samaria ſba!/ become deſolate, jor ſire hath rebelied 
geinſt ber God: they 5 vall fall by tte * their 
zrfants frail be do c 2 pieces, and their Women 


c m_— rift up * . 1 Rebellion aer 55 


Ged, was 77 that carried the remgins of at thouſand 
calamties iuto a foreign land. The kinr of Afſſyria 
being only the 77/{rument of divine vergeance for 
their zucorr.gible doc. 

Let us now look a little into the character of 
the Jews, before the final ruin of the R ns. 

§ 24. IN the New Teſtament then, it is ſuf- 
ficiently plain, that when Jeſus Cirit ap pcared a- 
mongſt that people, hep had loſt the offence of re- 
ligion, mercy, jufiice, fdelity, and truth. Inſtead 
whereof, they were become 4 U 560 exact in ce 
ing hands, ce „ g llbeſs, in 7125218 ſuch things as 
were not 27 le carrying away ; and 5 in Other Tach 


Fooliſb inſtiilibiens of bei churcd, <wwofe hractice it 
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6 
was, even then, to make the commandments of God 
of none effect by its Traditions. 

Some indeed imagine thoſe wncommon plagues, 
that befell them, were the p:77/212:0nf of that cruel 
murder of the innocent and holy autor and ji fher 
of our faith, and were only in conſequence of that 
direful ſentence they paſſed uron themſelves by 


that general cry, his blood be n us and cn cur ch il- 
dren *, Put as his blood jhboahs bitter things than 


that of Abel 5 28 theirs W. 18 A <1 of giicrance, 
which he, upon that account, with ain 10ſt his laſt - 


breath, prayed his father to forgive +; as his 7 alle 


life :nd decbrine breaths nc thing bur the e Lu- 


cere and tendercft love for moniting; Lam per! Graded 
it was their own þ ond fu and malicious witked- 
refs, aw called down theſe heavy juogments up- 
on th Now, what ſort of Men they were, 

and hw well they merited every evil that befel 
them, appears from 7eoſzphus, one of their own 
countrymen, who lived at that time, was an gye- 
Witneſs of the Tick: dic of the age, and of the u- 
conceivable miſeries that ⁊c icfedneſi was the occaſion 
of: whoſe hiſtory, after the holy ſcripture, is 
perhaps the moſt uſeful and inflruf/ive the world 
has produced, Therein one may behold, as in a 
glaſs, the predigious diſtreſs of 2 people, whom 
God hath deſerted: And the ricnmous ofods of vice, 
or of a general corruption. It was a time, fait] 

he, wherein the Jes fo abownded in Cary fort 

of WICKea?ys, that a man cannot /reme in his 
own mind, a crime, which = were not guilty 
of; ſo abandoned were they, both pu! Vick! and 
in private, as even to vie with cach other, Who 
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* Heb. xii. 24. 
+ Luke xxili. 34. 
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„ f 
* ſhouid be mf? imtecus towards God, and moſt un- 
* ;uft towards their neighbours, The great men 
, oppreſjed the common feiple ; the common m_ ; 
© withed for the deftriie Gion of the great: Theole 1 
* defired to Hraniſe; 15 oe longed for violence, and 
for ano ui to 9/nnder the rich. And when 1 
ſuch were the men, Who can be ſurpriſed at find- 
ing three * in arms in Jeruſalem, that * agreed 
in nothing, but in murdering thoſe that deſerved | 
* 70 live? 4. Yet the heads of cach of theſe fac- 
tions had a Z/nuiZle pretence; but in reality meat * 
nothing but their- own Mn WI Thus was Ceſar! 
98 migley fat: 700 and protector of the people's J- 
 berties, till Cæſar bad made thoſe very prople his, 
on but ſhort was his power, bein g cut off 
other alriets, in pretence; but, in truth, dir! 
ws 'd Conrtiers., Brutus perhaps might act by 
princifle ; but what was the conſequences * Only, 
after an ocean of blood, to make way for Anthony, 
the molt a 99 and 3 man of his tame. 
To pull down Which Tyrant, was the falſe Octa. 
vV/us armed, who, inſteiid of oppriing, joined bim, 
and thruſt his 2 ord into their TE 2s, who had put! 
that dangerous weapon into his hand, So that, in! 
time of general cos. reption, he who Places any cou 
fad nce in mon, is ſure to be deceived, if not to b. 
andone, And at ſuch a time, one of the bei 
rules for he coudacd of Iife, is, Take care of you 
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1 friend, and your enemzes cannot hurt you. Bat it 


is not the dregs of Romulus J am at preſent con- 
cerned with; but the ſeed of Jacob, guilty, 
wretched, 2d forſaken : Who trampled under 
© foot every Human ordinance, laughed at mrs di- 
vine, and ridiculed the admonitions of the pro- 

« phets, as the idle harrangues of common de- 
© celvers, | I will not ſtick to utter, ſays Joſe- 


© phus, what grief draws from me, that I really 


© think, if the Romans had deferred coming againſt 
< thele execrable coretches, the city would cither 
have been /wea//owed up by an earthquake ; or car= 
* ried away by a deluge ; or deſtrozed by fire from 
6 heaven, as was Sodom ; ſeeing that it had brought 
forth a generation af men, much more atheiſ- 
ical than thoſe that ſat cred theſe things &. 
Now, what this vile generation did ſuffer, 
would take up too much time particularly to de- 
ſcribe. Let it ſuffice to obſerve in general, That 
the number of thoſe that periihed in the fiege 
© alone, was eleven hundred thouſand f: Yet fo per- 
verſe were they, fo hardened, fo beyond all hopes 


of amendment, that, in the niet of all theſe ca- 
lamities, when death appeared in every ſhape of 


terror, in them was no repentaiice for an thing 
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6) 
but they were as haughty, 
© and es petulant, as if all things had gone ocll 
with them“ 
I hall conclude what I deſign to ſay concern- 
ing the Jens, in the words of that exccllent au- 
thor, ſo oficn already quoted by me, © to mention 
© every kind of o:ckedneſs they we guilty of, would 
© be an 77po//1ble toſs, But, to expreſs the whole 
© ina fewo words, no city has ſaffercd fo much; nor 

© has any /ct of en, ſince the creation, been * 
* fruitful i: in Wickeareſs F. 

§ 25, THUS have I ſhewn you the ſad eſfecls 
which naturally flow from vicious practices; that 
the moſt learned, moſt ingenious, the wiſeſt, and 
the beſt men in antiquity, have delivered it down 
to us, as Hein chinion, that ſuch effects, as I have 
mentions d, 5 been occaſioned by vice: And laſtly, 
that iron or, and the accomits we meet with 
of various e e in . ſerent times, and ages of 
the ah, it 15 2 ent, that a general corruption 
of manners has always preceded general ruin. 


Thus have we the nature of things; "the teſtimony 


of w77nefſes of = neſtronable aut berity 3 real events 
"a C07 / 1ctd- 
ing, and with mutual force ccf hrung ther truth of 
what 1 n took to prove ; vig. That private 
vices are the occaſion of Publick 2 717125, 

But beſides tha Vice is in its own nature de- 
debaſes 4 ſoul; depraves the under- 
ſtanding; renders the body ſecble and full of 
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tiſeaſes ; deſtroys faith, and confidence, and truſt, 
ct weren man and man; introduce: «fant treache- 
y „and a arri /elfifÞ ſpirit 2 without any ſort of 
egard tor the publick 1 weal; all which tend to the 
ea! ening and ruin of a Late - it moreover draws 
down the diſpleaſure of the Almighty King, and 
Supreme Governor of the werld, upon thoſe that 
are guilty of it. And when he is angry, what is 
ſaid of man, is as applicable to the moſt mighty * 
kingdoms z all their 2. are gone, aud the * bring 
ther years to an end, even as a tale that 15 told x. 
But how ready is Ge to forge ve, bow Ploxters i 
mercy, and acith what reluctance des be dic the 
children of mens Had _ Ro” bat ren  rigte= 
ous in it, even Sodom had not fert, . by that ter- 
rible overtprow +. And in er ufatent, cou; id there 
have been but 925 found, that C3; ated Fo ment, 
and feught the truth, be wand bave pardoned 1 it . 
Nor would he diſpoil:t: the Canaan, bes, to make 
room for his c 72 7 people, tiil their £07779 wwicked= 
moſs had rendered them „ to the earth, and 
made their native country lo fot of them, as, in 
an expreſſive metaphor of holy {c:ipture, 20 Jpero 
them out F. How wile they were, you may in 
part collect from Lev. xx. upon the aca int of 
which vileneſs it was, that God 4570; ed then, and 
celivered them into the Yo ay of Iſizel *; to whom 
he had given a ſtrict charge to corrfrume Hh” £2 with- 


out pity EY 


Pal. xc. 9. 
. + Gen. xvui. 32. 

1 jerrF: b 

Lev. Wii. 29. & . 22, 

|| - Ibid. 23. 

6 1; 4; 0: g 
Deut. vii. 16. | 
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But is it likely ſuch an order ſhould 1 


from the father of merciet, and the God of patience 
and conſolalien? To anſwer ingenuouſſy, that height 
of zmpiety they were come up to, ſecms with juſ- 
rice to have row them out of the druvine = 
rection. And even mercy to their neighbouts, a- 
mong whom ihey w od /pread the inf: ckion; and 
mercy to a it more bardened and profligate pe: 
ry, demanded ulond, that use creatures ſhould 
not be juſfered to liue any longer. Is it mercy to 
reſerve a comma poifoner, and to ſet at liberty a 
mam that deciares he will murder every perſon he 
meets with? Such p5/orers, ſuch determined mu- 


 derers were the ee and therefore cap by 


no means be faid to have had any claim of right 
to that good land they poſjeſſed ; to life ; or to any 
thing neceſlary for the ſupport of life. He then 
who m de them, and whoſe property they entire- 
ly wert, might cut them off by plegue, Janine, 
or any other way he thought molt candlicide to the 
20e. But he, who in the midſt of wrath remen, 
bers mercy, und whole wiſdom enubles him to pro- 
duce good out of gvil, made choice of J/racl, to be 
the mnitruments of his vengeance; to the intent 
that they might /ce with their own eyes the ⁊creſch- 
ed fruits of fir, and thereby themſelves take 
warning, not to behave We frowaraly in his command- 
ments, Thus would the example have more fer- 
ror, and Hjraet, by being their exccr/2oners, would 
be leſs likely to zutermiarry, to enter into alliances, 
or to pariake with ww in their /07;25 of W007 ſip, 
which was ihe only probable means of pre erving 
. on F the 7 we God, For there is ſome⸗ 


thing of. 10. co Lear{ul, in tne « Wor fretp QI a 


Bacchus, 4Teor, a Veilus, or an Afitarot, in com- 


parifon 


1 

pariſon with the folemn ſervice of the pure, the 
holy, the almighty Creator of the world, that 
where feſh and blood are only conſulted, the 22 
will have no votaries, and the En0wledge of ae 
will ſoon be eraſed. And in effect we "find, that 
when ſome of their politic princes, out of inte- 
reſt, enlarged the terms of communion, and, 

make their people „ie the reſt of their neighbours, 


accepted of the gods of the heathen, thoſe plendid 


nothings, that were imagined to be pleaſed with 


Wine and Lal, {oon gained a more numerous church, 


than he Who requlred an holy and blameleys ifs, 
and whom no /acr:ifice was ſo acceptable to, as an 
heart affiecd tor fin. They quickly became Hea- 
thens themſelves, and forfeok the God that made 
them, and li ightl efteemed the rock of their fats 
vation. | 

But, not to dwell : any longer upon this mat- 
ter, it is ſufficient for my Purpobe that it Was 


the args y of theſe nations, and God's diſpleaſure 


conicquent thercon ; and not the v/r77ue, or ous 
er, Or courage, Or condudt of their Cliemiies, that 
deprived them of their Le, and transferred their 
Joe ſions to others. And, to few that God's 
ways are equal, regular, and <wthout reſpets of 
perſons ; when V boſe very people, thete confuerors, 
came not behind in vice, to thoſe devifed nations, 
the judgments upon them were not fs ſevere, 
Which they had zely notice of, by their diving 
law- Ci ver, who deſcribes the fro wits of virtue, 
and the cs of a v.bieus courje, in terms of 
more force and ener _ than are any waere elſe to 
be found; as may be ſcen at large, Deut. xxviii.; 
a chapter that well deterves to be read by every 
once, and to be mature wweighed; ieeing that, in 
1 the 


4-3 
the way of prediction, it does, as it were, con- 
| tain the whole biffory of that people ; and may 
* juſtly be applied to every nation that has been, or 
that , be in the world. Vice, when it arrives 
to a certain pitch, never failing to produce confu- 
on and inevitable ruin. 


Thoſe indeed, who have a mind to exclude 


providence from having a hand in the govern- 
ment of the world, may impute their good or 
ill ſucceſs to particular circumſtances, or a certain 
train of natural cauſes; But the truth 1s delivered 
by the prophet 7/a:ah, chap. xlii. verſ. 24, 25. Who 
gave Jacob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers ? did 
not the Lord, he againſt whom we have ſinned? for 
they would not walk in his aways, neither were they o- 
bedient unto his law. Therefore he hath poured 
upon him the fury of his anger, and the ſtrength 
of battle; and hath jet him on fire round about, yet 
he knew not ; and it burned him, yethe laid it not Zo 
heart. 

Since then ſuch are the natural facts of vice; 
ſo heavy is the ci, and fo great the diſpleaſure of 
God againſt it; a man who conſiders the preſent 
ſtate of relivion in this Aingdom, can be under no 


ſort of ſurprize at the peri/ we have been in, or 


at the murder of our brethren, and the ſpoiling of 


their goods; but would from hi heart, with hum 


be thanks, confeſs, tha? 7t was of the Lord's mer- 
es that we were not Conjumed, 


is BW SHOULD my reader be deſirous to 


know the particular vices of his countrymen, that 
merit 10 7M vere a doom; he may find a cata- 
torue of them, ready drawn up to bis hand by the 
great apoſtle of the r Rom. i. from verſe 
24. to the end of the chapter. Let him read 
1 5 | | that 


4 

that part with care, and reflect upon what he /ees 
I and hears of, and then look back upon the 27/6 
ries we have been reſcued from; and he will al- 
low that deſcription of the Almighty, delivered 
down to us by the Hebrew legiſlator, to be as 
" | 7/4 as it is ſublime, The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracions, long ſuffering, and abun- 
dant in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
- | ſands, forgiving intquity, and tranſgreſſim and 
in *, But to enter into a few particulars; 
1 § 27. THE open and avowed perjury of 
| | people of all ranks, degrees, and profeſſions, par- 
, ticularly as to the oa of allegiance, J have alrea- 
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dy taken notice of, Nor could it be too often 

repeated, was there any hopes of affecting a peo- 
- | ple wwthout God, and of no conſcience. But theſe 
7 | our cotemporaries, are exalted to a degree of wick- 
D | edneſs, we no where meet with any account of, 
but at Rome; and not there, till that proud city 
0 | was arrived at its utmoſt Height of corruption. 
I © Do you not know, (faith its honeſt and moſt 
3 | © ingenious ſatyriſt to his friends) how general 
f | *©araocn it would raiſe, ſhould you be ſo f- 
ft | © ple as to expect, that any one ſhonld have a re- 
oO | © gard for his cath, or ſhould believe that there 
r f © was a god. + And in fo laughing a mood are 
f | Britains worthies; who, mad as he, who caſteth 
- | fre-brands, arrows, and death, deceive their neigh- 
aur, even by ſwearing falſely, and have inſolence 


0 * Deut. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
it 7 eee —— «772/18, 
| Du em tua fimplicitas riſum vulgo movent, cum 
* Exigis a quonam ne fejeret, et putet ullis I 
2 Ve aliguod numen templis, aræęgue rubenti ? 1 
G | Juvenal, Sat. 13. I. 34. j 
p | j 
d K 2 enough | 
| | | '1 


ner of Prot 


( 68 ) 


enough to fay, Am I not in ſport ? T But as 4 
feorner nes not rebuke *, I ſhall leave them to the 
Judge of ali: After obſerving, that becauſe of 


Ffavear Ing, tho land mourneth |: and that when it 
ſhall pleaſe God to vue, be will viſit this fin upon 
it. 

3 As to our common people, I doubt, 
they grow daily more and more diſſolute and 


ſottiſb, ſharping and diſhoneſt, refractory and 


contemnets of authority, without care, concern, 
or thought about their ſouls, a eure ſtate, or 
what ſhall befall them after death. And 1s 
1t not ſtra DG, Sos people, who have no man- 
pect here of any thing but labour and 
ferrow, "Gould ay up no proviſion for hafpineſs 
hcreaſter ? elpeci ill 1 we conſider, that a cordial 
Fllen to iel v would give them a more true and 

iuiug led ; joy, a _ 1 e to be mei with 
in 1 ceurts of princes, or gately, halaces of the 
great. A man ſo diſpoſed, world eſteem his /a- 
ours, as fry/ice in the way of health, as /auce 
to his <7&zals, and as a potion to make him Jeep. 
Such an one v-ould not only be contented with his 
Co dition, but would find abundant reaſons to be 
thank) a, that he had not fo many zemptarions to 


* 


ſSreggie with, as ſome others. And that though 


it was not in his power to abound in gold and ſil- 
ver, he could yet put himſelf in poſſeſſion of a 
better fort of riches, acquired with pleaſure, unat- 
tended with care and envy, and that will % and 
ſtick by him for ever, But, Iam much aſraid, the 
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iniquities of our people are come pretty near 
that height, at which the Jews were arrived, 1 
the time : of Feremah, who lived to ſee Yeruſe- 


lem in aſhes, and the people thereof led captive to 


Babylon. That prophet, of the generality of his 


countrymen, ſays, they have made their faces harder 
than à roch; they bave refuſed to return x. And 
a man has no occaſion to paſs through above 


one of our ſtreets, to convince him, that, in 


London, there are faces harder than a rock, and 
men that have refuufed to return. The prophet 
goes on, Therefore I faid, Seirely t e“ are poor, 
they arc fooli/ Go: for they know not the way of the 
Lord, nor te judement of their God, I will get 


me to the GREAT MEN; 1 be have non 


the way of 1 th Lord, and the Judgment of therr 
God: but theſe have altogether broken the yoke, and 
burſt the bond; F. 
§ 29. GREAT men having in their hands. 
the means of <nowledoe, abour: ling in leiſure, 
and meeting with opportunities of ail forts, to 
acquire learn pg, and to improve. their under ſtand- 
ings, might reaſonably b be expected to {hew the good 
effects of fo me ny advantages, by a condlict ſuita- 
ble to their 570 ations, nd by a bebavinur ex- 
preſfſfoe of that gratizude they owed to Him, who 
2 io emmently diſtinguiſhb them from the reſt 
of their race, and who had put it in their power 
to DEA 2 ck benefif to their feilow-crea- 
tres. But hee ne finds in a worſe condition 


than 229 poor and fooliſi ones he had but jult 


+ 7 
left: 


. 

left: Theſe had altogether broken the yoke, and burſt 

the bonds, ec 
And are we in happier circumſtances? Will Ja 

our great men admit of any moral reſtraints ? I pe 

Would it be a calummy to ſay they are guilty of || /a 

the ſame licentiouſneſs? Some indeed, O God, 


increaſe their number! do honour to themſelves, m 
and are an ornament to their country, But 55 
how many are there, whoſe practices make it || ar 


apparent, 7hat they have altogether broken the yoke, I p! 
and burſt the bonds? And have they not thrown | th 
away the very ſeeds of virtue? is there any hopes ec 


of a reformation in them, who have laid it down 2 
as a maxim, THAT ALL RELIGIONS ARE 716 
THE SAME ? that is to ſay, the ravings of a || th 
madman, or an ideot, the wicked devices of the tl 


vileſt of men, are of equal obligation, equal truth, I fi 
and equal goodneſe, with the w:// of Him, os in 


by his wiſdom made the heavens, and whoſe mer- || te 
cy is over all his works. And is it the ſame ar 
thing, whether a mother expoſes the fruit of her | co 
body, to have its eyes pick'd out by ravens, th 
or to nouriſh and bring it up? Imagine one | dc 


babe at its mother's breaſt, and a 4zte digging | 7 
at the zave/ of another poor walling infant, left | ſe 
there by her that bore it ; and can you think | te 


| the mother of one, as deſerving of eſteem, as the | Zz/ 
mother of the other? Is it the ſame thing, whe- | #c 
! ther you curſe, beat, and abuſe a parent, or love, al 
| honour, and obey him.? is it the ſame thing to 
murder an innocent perſon, as to relieve a good m 


[ miaan in diſtreſs? to ſpeak che truth, as to join er- in 
jury to falſtod? A man mult be perverſe to the || th 
[ higheſt degree, that will not allow, in all theſe | m 
| 5 caſes, [of 
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caſes, as manifeſt a difference, as between /1ght 
and darkneſs; and as perverſe 1s he, for all his 
pertneſs, who affirms, that all religions are the 
ſame. 

Had the pagan rituals been preſerved, we 
might have ſeen ſo clearly the vanity and impie- 
ty of their ⁊corſbip, that the neceſſity of revelation, 
and the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, would 
probably been more univerſally acknowledged 
than they are, becauſe we might have appeal- 
ed unto them, as to an unconteſtible authority. 
Clemens Alexandrinus, Tertullian, Lactantius, Ar- 
nobius, &c. give us a great deal of light into 
theſe matters; but as they were chriſtians, and 
therefore adverſaries, it will not be expected to 
find things of that nature repreſented by them 
in the moſt favourable manner; nor will their 
teſtimony be fo intirely confided in, it having been 
an ancient ric“ in moſt parties to make no 
conſcience of a lie for the trutb's ſake. But 
though we wave their authority, as I deſign to 
do, there are remains enough in heathen au- 
thors, writers of undoubted credit, and ⁊eitneſ- 


ſes in their own cauſe, to let us into the knows- 


ledge of the ſtate of religion amonſt the hea- 
thens, and to ſatisfy any reaſonable man of the 
Falſhocd of that modern maxim of the great, hat 

all religions are the ſame. 


$ 30. THE horrid rites of Bacchus J have 
mentioned above, and the lewd and ſhameful ones 
in honour of Flora, And that it was a common 
thing at Corinth, in their applications to Venus, to 
make woos, that they would zncrea/s the number 


of her frumpets, provided ſhe would aſſiſt them 


in the accompliſtment of their d:/7res ; that there 


Was 


Im} 
was moreover in her temple a picture, repreſent- 
ing ſeveral wHoRES AT PRAYER, under which 
was an inſcription, importing, that by heir 
mediation, the. Perſian invaſiom of Greece had 
proved unſ ucceſsful. In like manner in popiſh 
churches, particularly thoſe of Taly, the walls are 
ſometimes almoſt covered with a parcel of forry 
pictures, teſtifying that by the interpoſition of St. 
Roch, for inſtance, a man had recovered from 
the plague another fell from his horſe, and did 


not break his neck, by the /avour of that nominal 


nothing of great fame St. George that flew the 
Aragon. Greece, it ſcems, was ſaved by the media- 
tion of lea ſaints that were alive. Rome's vo- 
taries are protected by dead men and non entities, 
both atteſicd in their reſpective temples, and both 
with equal reaſon and veracity, I ſhall give you 
another inſtance of religious lexdneſs from Hero- 


abus. © The Babylonians had a law, that every. 


* 2weman of their country, ſhould once in her lite, 
© profiitute herſelf to a ſtranger, for which pur- 
* poſe ſhe was to take her ſeat in the Zemple of 


Venus. From which temple the had not the li- 


© berty to depart, when once ſhe came there, till 
* a ranger had thrown a piece of money in her 
: * top, and 7oken her fide, which perſon, nor his 
* mon?y durſt ſhe refule, becauſe the money was 


Holy. Being thus d. fd and dedicated to the 


4 Godde eſs, ſhe returned to her own home k. 
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But Pagan religion perhaps, in the * of 
ſome, will receive no diſparagement by ſuch ſacred 
rites as the foregoing, I ſhall therefore mention 
no more of that ſort; but ſhall crave leave to 
obſerve, that how. //: 2 ſoever, men ſwayed by 
their paſſi ions, may think or ſpeak of laſciviouſneſs, 
fornication, &c. yet if it happens to reach into 
their own Families, they, like the ſous of Jacob, 
begin to wax. very wrath, and to breath nothing 


but death and daggers, and with exceſſive warmth 


to cry out, ſhould he deal with our ſiſter as with an 


Harlet +? Thus will they /form in their own caſe, 


regardleſs of the dreſs they bring upon others. 
Whereas the voice of nature, and of the God of 
nature 1s, do to others as you would they ſhould do 
fo you. The /aws of God and of nature are not 


partial, however you may interpret them, nor is 
that zuftifiable in you which is criminal in ano- 


ther. But to return. 


As Venus was the goddeſs of beauty and ll 


it was but reaſonable to think ſhe muſt take moſt 
pleaſure in the buſineſs ſhe preſided over. Ac- 


cordingly we find that in moſt places, the devo- 


votion paid to her was moſt i and abominabie, 
Nor was that exhibited to her gallant, the God of 
war, ever a whit the more eu:fying, though of a 
arfferent kind, To this deity addreſſes are often 
made in Homer under the titles of * deſtru- 


© tive to man, polluted with 4 aughter, puller 


* down of wall $. His father 5 Jupiler upbraids 
him, as one whoſe pleaſure 3 ed in conten- 
* tron, battles and figbting, as N of a temp.r 


4 Gen. **rir. 47. 
$ © Apis Ape: ©: 20T 924 7, (c Pax rei T7717 1 Hem. Iliad. 5 J. 31. 


| # * perverſe 


1 
* perverſe, and as obſt;nate as bis mother .. Nor 
does his mother Juno give him a better character, 
but declares © that he is without thought, and 1g- 
* norant of every branch of ſuſtice f. Now what 
ſort of worſhip could be thought acceptable to ſuch 
a Deity as this? The manner of it was as fol- 
lows, © Amongſt the Scythians, he was repreſent- 
© ed by an old fword or cymiter, to which they 
© offered yearly ſacrifices of ſheep and horſes, and 
© one man out of every hundred that they took in 
rear. As to the men, after ſprinkling their 
© heads with wine, they cut their throats, receiv'd 
their blood into a veſſel, and poured it out upon the 
* ſ/izord, then cut off all their right ſhoulders, to- 
* gether with their hands, and hurled them into 
© the air, and wherever the hand fell, there it 
lay apart from the body F. And is not this 
ſuch a ſacrifice as one would imagine pleaſing to 
a God, whole peculiar title was that of man-de- 
ftrayer ? But there is a God ſtill behind, of attri- 
butes more pernicious, than thoſe aſcribed to 
Mars, and by conſequence whoſe worſhip was of a 
nature more atrocious and ſhocking, than what 
even that contentious Deity was ſuppoſed to be de- 
lighted in. For as war was Mars's province, he 
Was ſatisfied with the blood of enemies, whereas 
Saturn is deſcribed as one that devoured his own 
children*. And who could help being or h 
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that children muſt needs be a moſt ſioeet and deli- 
cious morſel to him who refuſed not to eat even his 
own? And is not ſuch a way of reaſoning plau- 
fible? for ages it was thought ſo concluſive, that it 
became a commen practice in ſeveral nations to ſa- 
crifice men to him, ſome not ſparing to offer up 
their chilaren. For this piece of devotion the Car- 
thagimans were particularly remarkable, as we 
learn from Plato +, from Tuſtin ||, and from 
Quintus Curtius. The laſt tells us, © the practice 
* began with the foundation of their city, and 
* only ended with the deſtruction thereof 4. 

But to murder men, in order thereby to obtain 
the divine favour, was an impiety not confined 
to Carthage, but was common to it with other 
nations, particularly the Gauls, who, as Pompo- 
nius Mela tells us, were a people proud, ſuper- 
© /titigus, and ſometimes ſo void of every tender 
© paſſion, as to imagine man to be the beſt and 
© moſt acceptable vittim to the Gods *. Caeſar 
deſcribes them as much given to religion, upon 
© which account thoſe that were in an il ſtate of 
© health, or in danger of their lives by battle, or 
. © any other way, either ſacrifices men, or vowed 
they would ſacrifice them, being of opinion, 
\. © that for the /fe of man, the Gods would admit 

© of no other /atisfa&iom, but the life of man. 


A : 


A 
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| Homines ut victimas immolabant, et impuberes aris admove- 
bant, pacem deorum ſanguine corum expoſcentes. Lib. 18, 
I Þ Authores quidam erant ut ingenuus Puer Saturno immolaretur : 

quod ſacrilegium verius quam ſacrum, Carthaginienſes a conditori- 

bus traditum, uſque ad excidium Urbis ſux feciſſe dicuntur. Q. 
Curt. Lib. 4. 3. | 

* Gentes ſuperbz, ſuperſtitioſæ, aliquando etiam immanes adeo, 
ut hominem, optimam & gratiflimam dus Victimam crederet. Pom. 


Mel. Lib. 3. c. 2. 
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Nor was it private perſons alone that did this, 
but ſuch ſacrifices were eſtabliſhed by the publick 


* authority, [or in modern language were an holy 
* ordinance of the Gallican church] the miniſters 


© whereof were the Druids$.” Some of that 


people being witnefles againſt a client of Gcero's, 


that great man to validate their evidence, ap- 
peals to the judges, © whether any regard ought 


© to be paid to their teſtimony, who hing even 
© the immortal Gods are to be appeaſed by wicked- 


© nefs, and the blood of men +? 


Theſe. barbarous rites, according to Suetonius, 
© were uZferly aboliſhed by Claudivs Ceſar, as 
they had before by Auguſtus, bren prohibited 
* to the Roman ciliaens * And from Pliny we 
learn, © that before either of thoſe emperors, 


they had been forbidden, by a drcree of the fe- 


* nate ||.” From all which, one may reaſonably 
conclude, though perhaps they might never have 
been authorized, at leaſt in the manner and with 
the ceremonies performed by the Druids, by the 
the ſate of Rame; that yet divers citigens of 


' , Rome were guilty of a practice fo beinous. Nor, 


S{. Natio eſt omnis Gallorum, admodum dedita Peligionibus, at- 
que ob eam cauſam, qui ſunt affecti gravioribus morbis, quique in 
præliis periculiſque verſantur, aut pro victimis homines immolant, 
aut ie immolaturgs vovent; adminiſtriſque ad ea ſacrificia Druidi- 
bus utuntur : quod pro vita hominis niſi vita hominis reddatur, non 
poſſe aliter deorum immortalium numen placari arbitrantur : publi- 
ceque ejuſdem generis habent initituta fſacrificia, Cæſ. de Bell. 
Gall. L. 6. ; | 
+ Quali fide, quali pietate exiſtimatis eos eſſe, qui etiam deos 
immortales arbitrentur hominum ſcelere & ſanguine facilime poſſe 
placar: ? Orat. pro in Fonteio. | 
* Druidarum religionem apud Gallos dira immanitatis, et tan- 


tum civibus {ub Auguito interdictam, penitus abolevit. Claudio 25. 


| Devi: demum anno Urbis—Senatus conſultum factum eſt 
nec homo immolaretur. Nat. Hiſt. Lib. 3o. c. 1. 


\ 
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as it appears from Plutarch, did the Greeks judge 


better in ſo plain a caſe, © no leſs than three moſt 


beautiful princes, nephews to the King of Per- 
* fia, being at once offered up by them to Bac- 
* chus Omefles. The motion was made by the 


© prieſt, ſeconded by the people, and a perion of 
© Themſtocles's Hy and good ſenſe thought fit 


© to confent to it | 


82. FN Perffans in r ſeem to 


have had much juſter notions of the ſupreme Be- 
ing, than either Greeks or Romans; and yet 
from an action of Ameſtris, the wife of Xerxes, 


one may plainly infer, that they likewiſe, as well 
as the Gauls, held it as a Maxim, that for the 


Ife of man no atonement could be made but by 
the Life of man. There was therefore no diffe- 
rence as to the imagined means of aßpegſing the 
deity, man being in both places the victim; the 
variation only was in the anner of the fecrifice, 
which in moſt countries ſeems to have been by 
fire, but the Perſian method was 10 bury alive. 
Thus © Ameſiris abovementioned, being in years, 
« offered ſourteen children of che be rſian nobility, 
© to the ſabterranean God, in hopes that he would 
* pleaſed to accept of them, inſtead of Der 
A. 

And how clear and convincing is ſuch a way 
of arguing, can any thing be plainer in the Ma- 
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'thematicks, than that fourteen lives are better 
than one, that fourteen ladies young and beautiful, 
are much rather to be choſen than a ſingle wo- 
man, and ſhe old and infirm? But this monſtrous 
way of afpeaſing the Gods by burying alive the. 
innocent, was not peculiar to the Perſians. But 
even the Romans, a people raiſed by providence 
to reform the world, and to civilize mankind, 
© after the ſolemnity of conſulting the oracle at Del- 
© phi, and inſpecting the books of the Sibyls, did, 
as we are informed by their ableſt and moſt 
© faithful hiſtorian, let down alive, in the beaſt 
© market, a man and woman of Gaul, and a 
© man and woman of Greece, into a place under 
© ground, encompaſſed with a wall of ſtone, 
© which place had been firſt conſecrated by human 
© ſacrifices, an act of religion not Reman d. From 
this prodrgrous relation it appears, that human ſa- 
crifices were not common at Rome, but being in 
diſireſs, and one calamity falling upon the neck of 
another, made them ſet all their wits at work, 
to ſee if they could find any way to appeaſe the 
anger of the Gods. And the reſult of as ſolemn, 
as ſerious, as dil gent an Inquiry, as perhaps, was 
ever made after the 2// of the immortal powers : 


and by a people as renowned for wiſdom and de- 


liberate counſel, as the world has produced, was, to 
ſhed ſome innocent mens blood, and to bury others 
alive: The plain conſequence of ail which is, 
that for the lie of man, there could be no ſatis- 


$ Decemviri libros adire juſſi ſunt. Et Q. Fabius Pictor Del. 
phos ad oraculum miſſus eſt Sciſcitatum, quibus precibus ſupplica- 
tionibuſque Deos poſſent placuere: & quænam futura finis rants 
cladibus foret. Interim ex fatalibus libris ſacrificia aliquot extraor- 
dinaria facta: inter quæ Gallus & Galla, Græcus & Græca in foro 
| Boario ſub terra vivi dimiſſi ſunt in locum ſaxo conſeptum, ibi ante 
hoſtiis humanis minimè Romano ſacro imbutum. Liv. lib. 32. 


faction 


( 79 ) 
faction but the liſe of man; that no ſacrifice was 
ſo effecfual to appeaſe the divine wrath, as the ſa- 
crifice of men; that, in plain terms, the murder 
of the innocent, was the moſt acceptable ſervice 
that man could offer to the Gods. If then it ſhould 
be aſked how the Romans came /o ſeldom to per- 
form /o pleaſing a duty, I know not what an- 
{wer can be returned, but that the Romans were 
the moſt devout, when they were the mo? a- 


fraid. 


But how far does a feeble infidel of modern. 
times, exceed in Wiſdom the celebrated Roman Se- 
nate? Had he been one of that venerable body, 
he could have /fretched out the neck, and with 
an air of due contempt, have told them ſuch a 

ractice was contrary to the reaſon of things; 
and fo in truth it is. But if he had modeſty 
enough to own he was ever taught any thing, he 
might probably confeſs, that this knowledge was 
originally derived to him, from the land of Ca- 
naan, For I can never believe, but that in fo. 
auguſt an aſſembly, in an age that produced Scipio 
Africanus, and Cato the Cenſor, they had men a- 
mongſt them of equal abilities, equal learning, 
and as much virtue, as the unbelieving ſages of 
theſe our days. But they had no particular 2 
rections from heaven, which is a bleſſing my dear 
countrymen enjoy, with hearts brawny, and minds 
unthankful. + 

But allowing our ae to be as 67 as he 
thinks himſelf, and that he is indebted for all that 
W/dom only to his own genius and natural parts; 
ſo much we are at leaſt certain of, that neither 
the ingenuity, nor penetration of the Lalian; nor 
the wiſdom of Rome, informed and improved 


by 


1 | E 

by all the learning of Greece, could enable them 
to /ee, how contrary ſuch a practice was to the 
nature or reaſon of things: Or if they did ſee fo 


far, it is plain, they did not think the reaſon of 


things a ſufficient rule to walk by, For we 
meet with a repetition of this fame impious prety, 
about three hundred years after that mentioned 
by Livy. The firſt was under the free fate. 
The lait, ſo late as one of their beſt emperors 
Veſpajian, or his ſon Titus, to the laſt of whom, 
Pliny dedicates his famous natural hiſtory, where- 
in he ſays, © Our age hath ſeen a man and wo- 


© man of Greece, or of other nations with whom 


© we have been concerned, buried alive in the 
© beaſt market ||.” And is it not ſtrange ? that 
he, an Epicurean, ſhould inſinuate, That the 
* effects of ſuch a practice had been good and ſa- 
© lutary, as appeared by the experience of erght 


© hundred and thirty years. Which extraordinary 


reflection plainly intimates, if I am not miſta- 
ken, that this dete/fable devotion was of tener pra- 


giſed than we are told of it. 


Cicero and Seneca had lived and wrote. Plato, 


Ariſtotle, and Epicurus were ſtudied and under- 


ſtood. Learning of all forts had been at the ut- 
moſt height of perfection. And yet by an or- 


der of ſtate, people guilty of no crime, were to 


be buried alive, to appeaſe the anger of the gods, 
A plain proof! that there was another fort of /gh# 
wanting, to lighten the Gentiles, than what could 


| Boario vero in Foro Græcum Grecamque defoſſos, aut alia- 
rum Gentium cum quibus tam res eſſet, etiam noſtra ætas vidit, 
cujus ſacri precationem, qua ſolet præire quindecemvirùm collegii 


magiſter, ſi quis legat, profecto vim carminym fateatur, & omina 


approbantibus octingentorum triginta annorum eventibus. Plin. 
Nat. Hiſt. lib. 28. c. 2. | 
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E 
be derived from human reaſon, fo embarraſſed, as it 
is, by paſſions and prejudices. 

$ 32. THAT my reader may be fully fatis- 
fied, the things, I advance, are not cor:Jtian lies, 
but heathen ver ici. s, T cite no other wwtneſſes, but 
heathens ; and am willing to admit of their evi- 
dence in their own cauſe, Nor are the things 
themſelves the product of a diſtempered brain, 
the ravings of a ſingle enthufiaſt, or a tyrant mad 
20171 power ; but the deliberate acts of wwoole com- 
munities, The laſt mentioned is a prodigious one 


of Rome itſelf, when under the dominion of a ſin- 


gle ferſon, and when a republick ; as the following 
is of Carthage, her moſt formidable viv itſelf 
Iikewiſe a repuolick great and powerful. IG 
how flow in her proceedings ſuch a form. of g 
vernment is; with what advice it undertakes — 
bufineſs ; with what caution ; with what foreſight ; 
we have reaſon to know jull well by the behaviour 
of our neighbours of the united provinces. © 
The Carthoginians, then beſieged by Aga- 
* thocles, imputed their z// ſucceſs to the anger of 


8 Saturn; to whom they W had been uſed 


* to fecrifice the choiceft of their children ; but for 
< ſometime paſt had falien into the cuſtom of PUT = 
© chaſing thoſe of others privately, which they 
g eg up, and offered inſtead of their own, An 

inquiry being made into that matter, it was 
found, that ſome of the ſacrifices had not been 


© the genuine ſfipring of thoſe that offered them: 


* Conſidering which, and ſeeing the enemy at 


© their gates, they took it for granted, this c had 
befallen them, for with-holding from the gods the 
* honours their country was wort to pay them. De- 


* ſirwsg 


„„ | 
© firing therefore to make amends for theſe inad- 
© vertencies, they ſacrificed publickly ⁊πẽ o hundred 
© of their moſt iuftrious youths : And three hun- 
© dred at leaſt, beſides thoſe, having had others 
provided for ſacrifices in their ſtead, voluntarily 
© ſurrendered themſelves to the ſame cruel fate.“ 
The manner of it was thus : © They had an image 
© of Saturn in braſs, with arms extended, but in- 
* clining towards the ground, in ſuch a manner, 


© as that the children, put into them, tumbled 


© down, and fell into a deep cavern full of fire.*" 

The reader will obſerve, the praFtic? had not 
been diſcontinued ; the only crime, was they would 
fain have ſaved their own children, and ſutisfied the 
god with others they had purchoſed : But the fin 
of their ſoul, it ſeems, was by no means to be ex- 
piated, but by the fruit of their own bodies. And 
are all religions the ſame ? Gentlemen, what is 
there, like any of the foregoing inſtances, in that 
religion, which Zeaches us, that, denying ungod- 


lineſs, and <orldly luſts, we ſhould walk righteoufly, 


ſoberly, and godly in this preſent world +. To af- 
firm they are the fame, is to incur that woe de- 


nounced by the prophet againſt thoſe that call 
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ä cui good, and good evil; that put darkneſs for light, 


and light for darkneſs; that put bitter for feet, 
and fiveet for bitter F, In plain terms, gentle- 
men, your whole hfe is little elſe but one continued 
act of drunkenneſs, I] do not ſay that you always 
ſtagger, that the tongue Faulters, or the eye-balls 
roll. But this, 1 lay, that by rich ſauces, and 
bigh living the blo2d is inflamed, and the ſpirits and 
Juices are never in a temper that is zatural; and 
this is the reaſon, that, in things of the greateſt 
importance, and that almoſt lane merit our re- 
gard, you neither /ce, nor hear, nor underſtand. 

Would you, whom God has bleſſed with a 
clear head, and an honeſt heart, but ſuffer your- 
ſelves to cool, and to let nature take her courſe, 
things would ſoon appear in a different light, than 
what you have ever ſeen them in. To attain which 
glorious fight, the only probable method is by 
FASTING: Not in that ei] faſhion ordained 
by Rome, wherein a man may keep a moſt holy 
faſt, with a gallon of ꝛcine in his belly, and as 
much ſalmon, ſtu:geon, Sc. as he is able to de- 
von. But the faſt I would recommend, eſpe- 
cially to the good livers, is, that of thoſe better 
chriſtians of the Mabometan perſuaſion, who, in 
their Lent or Ramadam, which continues, yearly, 
for a month, ſuffer nothing, from morning till 
night, not even bread or water, to enter their lips, 
as long as they are able to diſtinguiſh a white 
thread from a black without the help of a candle, 
The thort of the caſe is this, FAST LIKE A 
TURK, and you may come to your ſenſcs. Eat 
nothing for all day, only, for one month, and 
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drink nothing, ſþirituous at night, and you will 
ceaſe to mate a wide mouth, and to draw out the 
tongue; to corrupt others, 10 ſpeak blaſphemy, and 
to talk againſt the moj} hirh F. 

Should you think a Icng fit of illneſs would 
have the fame effect with a Lent truly kept, I 
anſwer no; the lors and nurſes take care of that 
by their bolus's and their cordials; and hence you 
may diſcern that nice propriety of the words in the 
goſpel, The rich man alſo died, and in hell he lift 


up his eyes, A very common caſe undoubtedly in 


regard to rich men, whoſe eyes are ſo inflamed, 

and fo ſtand out with Fatneſs, that too often, alas! 
they will not be «t the pains to open them, at leaſt, 

in a ſpiritual ſenſe, till they come into that place of 
zorment, But to return to the e facrifice 
of the Carthaginians, 

That dreadful way of exprating /þ P 7, and of 
procuring and retaining the favour of Saturn, 18 
taken notice of by Phitarch „ who gives us a 
light into ſome circumſtances, not mentioned by 
Diodorus, which the reader, I hope, will not be 
diſplcaſed to have a view of: They that had 
them, ſays he, offered their own children; they 
that were childleſs, bought thoſe of others, as they 

© would lambs and young pigeons. And whilſt 
© the ſacrifice was performing, the mother ſtood 
* by, without ſhbedrng a tear, or fetching one figh ; 
for, ſhould the veep or „g h, the child would be 

« ſacrificed indeed; but ſhe would forfeit that 
* money the had Jl: it for, And that the /brieks 
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* of the exp:ring babe might not be heard, before 
* the image were drums beating, and various in- 
* ſtruments of muſick playing.” 

Tertullian himſelf, an African, who flouriſhed 
about the beginning of the hd century, tells us, 
that theſe ſacrifices were continued prickly in 
Africa, till the proconſulſbip of Tiberius, wha 
© cruciged the prieſts upon the trees that ſhaded 
their temple; that it was an Holy wickedneſs in 
© private {till perſiſted in; and that the children 
© were freely offered by their parents, who uſed 
© to flatter and coaks them, that they might re- 
* frain from tears under the operation.** 

Note, As this excellent perſon was a chriſtian, 


I do not quote him in evidence of the fact, but of 


> 


the continuance of it. 

In the fixth century again, we hear of human 
ſacrifices by Procopins, who informs us, that © the 
* inhabitants of Thule reckoned Mars the greateſt 
* god, and man the molt acceptable ſacrifice to him; 
© eſpecially the firſt man they took in war. F' 
And when the Americans became known to us, 
between two and three hundred years ago, we find 
the people of that part of the world more addic- 
ted to that cruel practice, than any others we had 
heard of; Chevreau, in his hiſtory of the world 
aſſuring us, that the people of Mexico, and the 
© towns adjacent, offered fix thouſand children of 


_ © both ſexes upon their altars yearly. : From 


| * Tertull. apolog. C. 9. 
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| whom we alſo learn, that, in Japan, there is an 


© idol. of braſs, gilt, hollow, and weighty, four 
and twenty foot bigh ; under which, on certain 
* ſolemn days, they make a great fire, and when 
© the flame comes out of the mouth, and the o- 
© ther holes, it being red hot, they ſacrifice, be- 


| © tween the open arms of the zmage, a child, Who 


© dies in intolerable pain. & 

Thus J have given you ſome little inſight into 
the /erodneſs and cruelty of heathen religion, as it 
was prafiſed by various nations, and in different 
ages of the world, which you will find to have 
nothing of the ſpirit or genius of that taught by 
Moſes, by the prophets, or by Jeſus Chriſt, would 
you but be at the pains to compare them, with 
any ſort of temper. Even the doctrine of the 44ſt, 
though ſo deplorably neglected, has yet ſuch an 
influence over your depraved countrymen, and has 
znſiilled ſuch notions into them concerning the 


| King of nations, and the God of the ſpirits of all 


fieſh, that they have an abhorence of fo barbarous 
a devotion, Nor can the /ewwdeſt of your nei gh- 


bours have the ſatisfaction to think, they are do- 


ing Honour to any heavenly power, by ſatisfying 
their brutal appetites; the laughter-loving queen &, 


having loſt her divinityſbip, even in heir appre- 
henſions: for I do not find they make debauchery 


a commendable act, or a matter of merit ; the moſt 
they pretend to is, that it is nothing but the gra- 


tification of a natural paſſion, which, in ſome . 


conſtitutions, I am perſuaded, 1s as juſt a plea 1n 
the mouth of a fot and a pick -—_— and will a- 


6 14. ibid. 
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vail as much in the cauſe of one, as of the other, 
before that Judge, who is righteous i in all his ways, 
and boly in all his works. | 

$ 33. BUT), to ſhew the 7n/olence and falſbood 
of that maxim, That all religions are the ſame, 
we are not under a neceſſity wholly of having re- 
courſe to old exploded heatheni/m ; the thing 


would be equally clear, by comparing the rel:- 
gion of Rome, with that taught by Jeſus Christ. 


In which compariſon, I ſhall, to avoid being te- 
dious, not enter into a full deſcription of all the 
ill qualities of popery, but ſhall content myſelf 
with giving you a ſectch of its cruelty, idolaery 
and tyranny, The inſtances I ſhall give of its 
cruelty, will be taken from Gerard Brandt's hiſto- 
ry of the reformation in the Low-countries, who 
ſeems to be a perſon /+ ngularly impartial and free 
from prejudice. My edition is that in folio printed 
at London 1720. 
\ Philip II. of Spain * © he would rather be 
c deprived of all his deminions, than peaceably poſ- 
ſeſs them with hereſy : + Which duke D- Alva 
repeated to the magiſtrates of Antwerp, in theſe 
words: That his majeſty had rather ſee all his 
* territories deſerted and wncultivated, than ſuffer 
© one heritick, or Lutheran, to remain in then. 
Which royal, and Zruly catholick ſpeech, Don Job 
the ſtadtholder expreſſed in ſtill ffronger terms ; 


For, it is reported, that he ſaid, the king had 


rather be lord only of the ground, of the trees, 
* ſhrubs, beaſts, wolves, waters, and fiſhes of this 
* country, than ſuffer one Angle perſon, that has 
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© taken up arms againſt him, or at leaſt, that has 


© been polluted with hereſy, to live and remain in 
Cit.ſ] And how well ſatisfied may we imagine 
the ing muſt be in his holy purpoſe, and Don 


on in the execution of it, when they found it ſo 


well approved of by the boly father, the pretended 


vicar of Clr:it? For © pope Gregory XIII. ſent a 
© pull, for all thoſe that fought under the banners 
© of Don Jobn, « gainſt Heretichs, heretical rebels, 
* and enemies of the Romiſh faith, (theſe were his 
T expreti.ons) ; by which he oranted them plenary 
© zndulgence, and remiſion OF ALL THEIR SINS, 
* provided they went once in their II fe- time, on one 
* certain day, which they might likewiſe chuſe 
© themſelves, to confeſſion, and to maſs, and afliſt- 
ed at the ſame at the hour of death. * 
* Alva made his boaſt to count Lewis van Co- 
* ning ſtein, as a noble atchievement, that he had 
© cauſed above eighteen thouſand hereticks and rebels 
* to paſs through the hands of the executioner, with- 
* out counting any of thoſe whoſe blood had been 
* ſhed in the war ; yet Vargas at the ſame time 
© had the impudence to ſay, that the /ow countries 
© were loſt by fooliſb compaſſion. “ Es 
Among thoſe who loſt. their lives upon a 
© ſcaffold, on account of their faith, is named 


of Anthony Vitenhove, whom Alva roaſted alive, 


© tying him, for the diverſion of the Spantard;, 
* to a long chain, and turning him round the ſtake, 
© which was incompaſſed with a circle of fire. 


Book XI. p. 333. 
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© This is that brave champion of the Roman 
* catholick religion, to whom Pope Pius V. in 


March 1596 ſent the hat and ſword, which the 
4 holy fathers are uſed to conſecrate every yeot 


© at Chriſtmas, and to preſent to ſome or other of 
the chriſtian princes. x 

But it is not to Popes, to Philip, to D' Alva, 
that cruelty is confined ; it ſeems an ingredient 
efſential to popery, and to run through al orders 
of men in that communion. For, in regard to 
magiſtrates, ſo incautiouſſy did they proceed in 
matters of law, that it is reported, when they 
had, by miſtake, put to death a perſon, againſt 
whom little or nothing had been objected, * YVar- 

© gas, making very light of the matter, faid, Ic 

* was good for the man's ſoul that he died inncent, 


It is likewiſe reported of James Haſſels, a lawyer 


and member of the bloody tribunal, that his 

manner was, to take a zap upon the bench 
« after dinner, whilſt the hereticks were tried and 

© condemned ; but being awakened, as it came 
* to his turn to give bis vote, ha cried, away 
s with him to the gallows without knowing any 
* thing more of the matter. 

At Bois le Duc happened a ona in- 


* ſtance of malice, which the magiſtrates baſcly 
i, encouraged, . A good old woman, named Mees 


© kende Greef, who had been a member of the 
* reformed church for the ſpace of erghty years, 


«] ying upon her death-bed, was viſited by G½ 


£ Fes. 4 Maſſius the paſtor of St. John's ch 
ky (but without being ſent for,) and urged to re- 


„Bock IX. p. 276. 
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* ceive the ſacramental wafer, according to the 
manner of the Romiſh church, he telling her, 
© that ſhe was obliged jrmly to believe, that 7h1s 
© was her Lord and her God with the ſame fleſh and 
Blood with which he ſuffered on the croſs, But 
© ſhe refuſed, and made him this anſwer, Be 
gone, I bave a living God in heaven that will ſave 
* me, But after her death, the ſaid paſtor com- 
© plained to the magiſtrates, that ſhe died a he- 
© retich, and without the ſacraments of the church; 
and he prevailed ſo far, that the ſcout and his 
© officers repaired to her houſe, 4/gged up the 
© threſhold, and taking the corpſe from the bed. 


drew it under the door, put it on a hurdle, and 


* dragged it to the market-place, and from thence 
to the ga/lows ; near which, they threw it into a 
Dit. | | | 
Of how malevolent a ſpirit muſt be theſe people, 
who, not content to doom our ſouls to hell, will 


not, as far as in them lies, ſuffer even mother 
earth to afford a quiet reſting-place to our /felefs 


carcaſſes! And how ſore a diſappeintment it is to 
theſe mercileſs men, if a poor heretic: does but e- 


ſcape their hands by death, you may ſee by the 


following inſtance. 

Egbert Mynertſon was, for being a proteſtant, 
condemned to loſe his head on the gth of June; 
but a ſeaſonable fit of the ſtranguary carried him 
* off in priſon the very evening before, The ſcout 
« earneſtly preſſed his phyſician, ſome hours be- 
fore his deceaſe, to fortify him with any draught 
© or medicine, ſufficient to keep the ſoul in his bo- 


* dy, only till he might be tied in a chair, and be- 
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* bebeaded with two others at the appointed time. 
The doctor replied, That he was not a God, 
* who had the lives of men in his hand; and that 
* according to his opinion, the patient could not 
hold out beyond midnight: Upon which the 
* ſcout left him in a great fury, He wreaked 
© Nis revenge however on the dead body; for he 
* cauſed it to be placed in a chair, and the head 
* to be cut off, and then put into a coffin by cer- 
* tain monks, and interred in a place called, the 
* miſerable church-yard, becauſe it had never been 
* conſecrated; and was deſtined for a burial-place 
* of ſuch as died by the hand of the executioner, 
* or had not enjoyed the benefit of the ſacra- 
ment 1 
Of ſacerdotal tenderneſs take the following in- 
ſtances. Ruard Tapper of Enkuſen, dean of Lo- 


| © warn, grand inquiſitor of the Low- countries, 


ſpeaking of putting men to death for religion, 
© is reported to have uſed theſe words: It is no 
great matter, whether they that dre on this ac- 
count be guilty or innocent, provided we terrify 
* the people by ſuch examples; which generally 
* ſucceeas beſt, when perſons eminent for learning, 
* riches, nobility, or high ſtations, are thus ſacriſi- 
© ced.o+' | . 

But of a heart how obdurate muſt be the fol- 
lowing frier? 

© It being perceived with what conſtancy and 

© alacrity many perſons went to the fire, and how 
* to the very laſt, they opened their mouths, to 
make a free confeſſion of their farth, and that 
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© the wooden balls or gags were wont to flip out ; 
| © there was a dreadful machine invented, with a 
© deſign to hinder it for the future: They prepar- 
© ed two little irons, between which the tongue 
© was ſcrewed, which being ſeared at the tip with 


© a glowing iron, would ell to ſuch a degree, as 


© to become incapable of being drawn bach; thus 
* faſtened, the tongue would wwrziggle about with 
© the pain of the burning, and yield a hollow 
* ſound : Upon which a frier ſaid to his companion, 

© Hark how they ſing ! ſhould they not dance too? * 

Bchuld now an act or two of compaſſion pure- 
ly laick. 

At Courtray, Simon van 7 orre falling into the 
enemies hands, they wounded him with a cutlas 
© in the head, tore off his beard, which was grey, 
by the root, thruſt bodkins into his fleſh, and 
© cauſed the poor old man to end his days in a pri- 
© ſon, without comfort or ſupport. 

At Vor kum in Friefland, Henry Spruit a ſkip- 

er was ſeized with his ſhip, and owning him- 
, oy an anabaptiſt, they took him, and daubing 
© his body all over with tar, threw him into a 
© boat, and faſtening him to both ſides of the veſ- 
"* Jeb; they then fired it, and directed it ſeawards : 
But the poor man, having gotten his arms looſe, 
would have extricated himſelf, if the Sparzards, 

* obſerving it, had not followed and ſtabbed him. : i 


And who wonld not grieve, if, after all theſe 


inſtances, there ſhould yet appear in the heart 
of an Ballin, even of an Engliſh ;/hb biſhop 5 
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the moſt charitable Reman catholick per ſwaſion, a 
cruelty more fixt, more firmly riveted in the ſoul, 
than has hitherto been mentioned? But fo it is: 
For we are told by Thomas Hall, B. D. in his 
commentary upon the third and fourth chapters 
of 2 Timothy, pag. 47. © That Stochiy Biſhop of 
London, rejoiced upon his death-bed, that he had 
* burnt fifty bereticks. This Stockly is, I ſuppoſe, 


the fame that Heylin, in his help to Engliſh hiſs 


tory, calls Szokefley, whoſe ſucceſſor was bloody 
Bonner of infamous memory. | 
But how depraved muſt be that man's mind 


and conſcience, that could with comfort upon bis 


death-bed, reflect upon the moſt barbarous mur- 
der of ffty men, innocent and harmleſs in their 
lives, and who fo fincerely loved and feared God, 
that they rather choſe that terrible death by fire, 
than to do or ſay, what they thought 4ſplea/ing 
to him. Lord, what is man left to his own 
guidance! Thy word is @ lamp unto our feet, and 
a light unto our paths *, but theſe blind men by 
ſuffering themſelves to be led by Sind guides, by 
a pompous, they know not what, called the 
Holy roman catholicꝶ church, entertain as unworthy 
notions of the fatber of mercies, the giver of every 
good and perfect gift, as did the Cartbaginians 
above-mentioned. And their actions, by corſe- 
quence, are as barbarous and bloody, as if they 
meant to offer Hecatombs of men to Saturn or to 
Moloch. | „ 
For myſelf, of ſuch as delight in 4/ood, I will 


| tay, O my /oul come not thou into their ſecret, un- 


to their aſſembly mine honour be not thou united: 
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eurſed be their anger for it is fierce, and their 
wwrath for it is cruel F. 

$ 34. THE next thing 1 am to take notice 


of is popiſh idolatry. And this likewiſe is as groſs, 


as is any where to be met with amongſt the moſt 
ſtupid of the beathen worſhippers, Their adora- 
tion of a piece of dough, and their carrying of that 
dough in proceſſion about the ſtreets, eſpecially up- 
on Corpus Chriſti day; their proftrating themſelves 
before it, and abject creeping to thoſe altars where- 
on it is Placed ; the honour they pay to relicks 
and images, and accompanying them likewiſe 
from church to church, with much ceremony and 
high devotion, was it not, that they thereby be- 


come teachers of lies and vanity, and do diſgrace 


to the eternal majeſty, and put him to an open 
ſhame, are actions Io and mean, even to a de- 
gree beneath contempt. One . cannot think of 
them in that view, any otherwiſe than as of 61g 
children wor ſhipping their painted babies, or creep- 
ing upon all four, with the moſt ſolemn regard to 


the dirt pies which their own hands had made. 


Were they acquainted with thoſe ſublime de- 
ſcriptions of God, we meet with in the holy /crip- 
rures, had they formed any idea of him as he is 
therein diſcovered to us, they could never think 
to pleaſe him with ſuch wretched nonſenſe, or ima- 
gine that infinite goodneſs and infinite 20% dom, 
could take any ſatisfaction in encouraging or in- 
creaſing the folly of a very fooliſh creature, But 
as this popiſb trick, of obtaining the divine fa- 
wvour by proceſſing, is not underſtood. by every 
Engliſman, it * not be inconvenient, to lay 
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before you one inſtance out of many, to give you 


ſome notion of it. | 


© Pope Leo the Yenth, ſtartled at the reforma- 
tions gaining ground in Germany, and at the 
* Turks extending their conqueſt in Syria and E- 
* gypt, went in proceſſion bare- foot with all his 
* court, from St. Peter's church to St Mary's, 
with all the pageants, relicks, and images of the 
* ſarnts, imploring the divine help. And my au- 
thor judiciouſly obſerves, that God ſeemed to 
have heard them, for the Grand Seignior died 
not long after T. Now if one could wonder 
at any behaviour in man, with much juſtice ſure- 
ly might we do ſo, when we behold him ſgixed 
with ſuch a madneſs, as can make him fancy, 
that by giving an airing to logs and bones, and 
rags, and crumbs of bread, he was pertorming an 
act of moſt acceptable religion, of power ſufficient 
to appeaſe the wrath of God, and to induce him 
to lay aſide his diſpleaſure. But did be that made 
the eye not behold thoſe trinklets where they lay be- 
fore? Or did he not think of them? Or was it 
neceſſary they ſhould be brought into the ſtreets, 
and that much 2b,“ ſhould be made about them 


in order to jog his memory? juſt ſuch ſeems to 


have been the notion of Baal's prieſts, in regard 
to the object of their deubtion. They leapt upon 
the altar and cried aloud, Nor would I have the 


t Lutheri nomen audiri cæptum eſt. Selymus—Syriz & Ægypti 
regna obtinuit max imo cum Chriſtianorum---terrore, Uade Leo ſo- 
lennes illas habuit ſupplicationes, qua pedibus dicalciatus cum omni 
Romana Aula a ſancti Petri Baſilica ad ſanctæ Mariæ de Minerva 
Templum profectus eſt, ſacratis omnibus ferculis, ſanctorum reli- 
quiis & imaginibus in Pompa delatis, Dei opem---:mplorans, quas 
exaudiſſe Deus viſus eſt, Parricidà paulo poſt extincto. Oguphrius 
de Vita Pont. Lan 
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holy father and his holy brethren too highly thought 
of, for walking without ſhoes. Baal's prieſts did 
more than that, they cut themſelves with knives 
and lancets till the blood: guſhed out upon them. 
But with how -much juſtice does the prophet 
Hugh at that fooliſh farce of theirs ?. Cry aloud, 
faid he, for he is a God; either be is talking, or 


he 1s purſuing, or he 1s in à journey, or peraduen- 


ture be ſleepeth, and muſt be awaked. But it is 
not Baal's prieſts Jam concerned with, but thoſe 
of Rome, 5 5 Qui xotiſin in the foregoing 1 in- 
ſtance, brings to my mind a ffory, which I ſhall 
crave leave in this yon to make a r of to 
me reader. 

The tenants to my lord * were ide, ex- 
| ravagant, and fofe, and by that means much 
in arrears of rent; being determined however not 
to alter their courſe of life, but to go on as they 
had been v/ed to do, they thought it expedient 
to conſider, whether his lordſhip might not be 
prevailed upon, to let them enjoy the fruits of his 
land, without any rent at all, or at leaſt, be 
pleaſed to accept of ſomething elſe inſtead of it. 
Upon calling a council, to deliberate about this 
matter, and to find out ways and means to ſatisfy 
the owner of the land without money, and with- 
out laying a reſtraint upon any paſſion, or with- 
holding themſeFves from any joy; it was obſerved 
by one of the tenants, that my lord had a ſervant 
called Nicolas, a very honeſt fellow, and for that 


reaſon much efteemed by his maſter ; that there- 


fore if they could but get Nicolas to interceed for 
them, they might make themſelves intirely eaſy, 


| I Kings 18. 
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and not be under any fort of apprehenſions, con- 
cerning the diſpleaſure of their landlord. It was 
anſwered by another, that to be ſure Nicolas was 


a mighty favorite, and had much intereſt with 


my lord, and a very ſincere reſpect for all his ma- 


fter's tenants, but, to our misfortune, he has for 
ſome time been gone from home, and is not now 
to be /poken with, A third, more ſe than the 
other two, gave it as his opinion, that ſeeing the 
original was abſent, an image of him would do 
full as well, if not much better, than if they could 
really at all times have recourſe to him in per/on. 
The hint was received with great applauſe, inſo- 
much that for ſome time nothing elſe could be 
heard but an image ! an image! he is no tenant of 
my /ord's that does not vote for an image. To the 
woods they go, hew down a tree, give it ſome- 
thing like noſe and eyes, and ears, call it honeſt 
Nicolas, ſet it up in a /tately room built purpoſely 
for it, vi/if it frequently, make their 5, to it, 
and humbly, upon their #nees before it, beſeech 
honeſt Nicolas to ſpeak a good word for them to 
his maſter; moreover, by way of wheedle, the 
money that ſhould have bought bread for their 
poor, they laid out for jewels and fine cloaths for 


 boneft Nicolas. And to make all ſure, in that 


rich habit, place him upon a hand-barrow, and 
carry him through the whole pariſh in great 
pomp, attended by all the inhabitants, preceded 
by a fiddle, and the ſober din of pipe and tabor. 
And having thus played the fool with that /zfeleſs 
bg, and ſet it in the place it was before, they 
made no doubt but they had ſatisfied for all 
arrears; that their landlord was now become 
their very good friend, eſteemed them tenants 7 
3 | O ; tbe 


658 

the only right fort, and would ſuffer them unmo- 
leſted to live upon his eftate as they had hitherto 
done. They therefore continued as they were, 
without any farther 7hoght about guarter-day. 

And pray what are we to think of zbeſe tenants 
as to their ſenſe or honeſty, and concerning the 
opinion they entertained of their landlord's under- 
ſtanding, whom they could imagine fo weak, as 
to be pleaſed with ſuch deſpicable grimace ? The 
ſenſible reader will need no directions as to the 
application of the foregoing ſtory, I ſhall there- 
fore proceed to make a little farther inquiry into 
the nature of that viſible thing, fo highly ho- 
noured in every popiſb church, in the form and 
likeneſs of a wafer. 


§ 35. THAT /acramental wafer then, or 


compoſition of flour and water, is with them a 
God, and they accordingly worſhip it, in their 


cant, with Latria *, that is, with the fame adb- 


ration which is due to the eternal father. Now 
that it is a wafer, any one may be much more 
certain, than he can be that the ſun did ever ſbine, 
or that there is ſuch a thing as the fir in nature, 
as I have heretofore made appear, in a little tract 
entituled, Peace to Britain, or no popiſh pretender. 
The Ezyptians are faid to have had temples of 
the fineſt workmanſhip, which when you came to 
examine in the ih, e, the God to whoſe honour 
they were built, was ſeen in the deſpicable ſhape 
of a cat, an ape, or a monkey, Which had a 
roman catholick beheld, would he not have /:f? up 
n and eyes at the monſtrous folly ? But ſup- 


* $i quis dixerit in Euchariſtiæ Sacramento Chriſtum unigenitum 
filium Dei non eſſe cultu Latriæ etiam externo adorandum Anathe- 
ma fr, Conc. Trid. Seſſ. 13. Can. 6. e 
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poſe this catholic could have prevailed with the 
Egyptian to return with him to Rome, to take a 
view of St. Peter's church; when this Catbolick 
had diſcovered to him the wafer-god, might not 
the Egyptian have faid, why, that will not Keep; 
it will grow morwldy ; a rat will run away with 7? 
No, ſays the Talian, we eat it ourſelves. Eat it 
your ſelves ! quoth the Egyptian, eat your God | 
what will you do then, be without one? No, 
then we make another. Oh! And might not theſe 


two people have juſtly flared at each other ? And 


ſuppoſe they had appealed to an indifferent by- 


flander, in regard to the ſupereminence of their 


reſpective deities, would he not have been at a 


_ boſs to determine, which was the w:/er man, be, 


whoſe God was the image of a cat, or be that 


called a piece of paſte his maker ? 


In ſome parts of Egypt likewiſe, it has been 
ſaid, that Jeeks and onions were objects of divine 
worſhip, upon which a citizen of pagan Rome 
crieth out, holy nations whoſe gardens produce 
© them gods o 1 but little did he think the time 
would come, when it might, with as much. ju- 


ſtice be ſaid of his wiſe chriſtian poſterity, boly 


people who have their Gods growing in every corn 


field ! 


But is it not faid in ſcripture, This is my body ? 
True; but is it any where ſaid, This is God, and let 


all the nations of the world fall down and worſhip 
2t 2? Not the leaſt Hint in favour of io prodigious 


a tenet, but an hundred places, ſtrictly charging 


us, not to adore even God himſelf, under any 


+ Porrum, & cepe nefas violare & — morſu. 
O ſanctas gentes, quibus hæc naſcuntur in hortis 
Nn Juv. Sat. xv. 
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kind of viſible form. Let men abuſe their lear- 
ning, and talk plendid nonſenſe as long as they 
pleaſe, what the prophet advances, will ſtill re- 
main a plain truth, never to be got over, the 
workman made it, therefore it is not God T. The 
neceſſary conſequence whereof is, as the baker 
made the wafer, it is but what the baker made it. 1 

As for the phraſe, This 7s my body, it is as 4 
plainly ſaid, my father is the huſbandman || ; nor 1s 
yet has any one been found ſo /illy as to believe, 6 
the Creator of the univerſe to be a filler of the tl 
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ground, Nor would one think, that any one but || 0: 
a fool, or of a character more juſtly odious, could |} 
believe, or pretend to believe, that a wafer or tl 


piece of bread, could be the body of that man in Ol 
whoſe hand it was contained; that a man could }Þ 
wholly eat his own body; with his mouth devour | 74 
his mouth ; and ſwallow his own throat down his 
his own throat, They ſay moreover, that it is | re 
not only the body, but it is likewiſe the ſou! and | le 
divinity * of Feſus Chriſt, but that is a catholick || w 
lie, for which there is no foundation in the boly di 
ſferipture. On the contrary, from that book it c 
appears, that the ſacramental bread, adminiſtred v 
with thoſe ceremonies preſcribed by the divine | a 
founder of that ſacred ordinance, is the emblem I ha 


or repreſentation of his body only, and that ex- | an 
| | 3 70 

T Hoſea viii. 6. 
| i John xiv. 1. | | FE: 
Si quis negaverit in Euch. Sacramento contineri vere realiter a 
& ſubſtantialiter corpus & ſanguinem una cum anima & divinitate po 
Chriſti Anathema ſit. Ibid. Seſſ. 3. Can. 1. | do 

Si quis negaverit mirabilem illam & fingularem converfionem to- 

tius ſubſtantiæ panis in corpus & totius ſubſtantiæ vini in ſanguinem, ch1 
manentibus duntaxat ſpeciebus panis & vini, anathema fit, Ibid. eve 
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hauſted of his blood. It may be ſaid it has been 


ſo defined by popes and councils. Nothing fo ſtu- 
pid, ſays Cicero, which has not found a patron in 


ſome philoſopher, nothing ſo monſtrous, ſay I, 
whimfical or wicked, which cannot plead the au- 
thority of popes and councils. But as for the Pope, 
it is a creature, the ſcripture and true primitive 
antiquity knows nothing of, unleſs it be him that 
is meant by the beaft, the man of fm, the anti- 
chriſt, And then as to councils, they, for above 
this thouſand years, have been nothing but Facti- 
ous cabals, met in a body, to frumpet out more 
loudly, the ſenſe of thoſe that called them toge- 
ther. So that as their decrees are only the decrees 
of men, and zhoſe, for the moſt part, in a paß 


fron. It is no ſurprize to me, to find them as 


they are, wild, impertinent and impious, 

But to ſhew that men are men, are not to be 
relied on, are in their beſt eſtate altogether vanity ; 
let us look a little into the behaviour of Aaron, 
who was undoubtedly called of God, and by a 
divine commiſſion was high-prieſt, and the ſupreme 
church authority upon earth, Yet this man, not- 
withſtanding theſe iadiſputed prerogatives, made 
a God for the people in the ſhape of a calf, and 
had zmpydence enough to build an altar before it, 
and by a proclamation to Wy. to-morrow is a feaſt 
to Px Lord &. 

It is worthy our notice, that this Free was 
hatched and eftabli ſhed in the abſence of the civil 


power. Moſes was in the mount, who coming 


down at length, and checking that head of the 
church, received from him as fooliſh an anſwer as 


ever was made by a wiſe man; ſo fookſÞ indeed 


> * xxxii. 5. SEE 
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is it, that one cannot eafily determine which cuts 


the /i/leff figure, the calf or the calf-maker. 

Let us ſtop here a while, and reflect upon the 
2 fects of church power, independent of the 
flate. Moſes had left them but forty days, and 
we find the people are deprived of their ornaments. 


And to what purpoſe? to make them a calf-/:ke 


God. In fo ſhort a ſpace of time, are they made 
poor, foohſh and impious, and thus were the Au- 
pid and wicked notions of popery diffuſed and ſet- 


tled in Europe, while the ſeveral princes of it 


were in Aſia, fighting for an empty fepulchre. But 
this by the bye. 

The preſent uſe I would make of the golgen 
calf, is from thence to raiſe an obſervation, that 
though it was defined by the prigſt, and believed 
by the people, to be the God that delivered then 
out of Egypt, neither the authority of the one, 
nor faith of the other, altered the nature of the 
thing, but the gold was gold, and the calf was 


nothing elſe but their ear-rings put into a diffe- 


rent form; and their worſhip of it was idolatry, 


and a moſt heinous crime: In like manner the 2. 


fer is a wafer, notwithſtanding what pepe or peo- 
ple can ſay or believe of it, and he who adores it, 
_ no Jeſs than he that worſhipped the /* milttude of 

a calf that eateih hay. 

Beſides that we cannot tell, though it be not 
mentioned, but that the ſovereign pontiff, the ſu- 
preme head of the church, might have determined 
it to be an article of faith, that the image, tho 
in all appearance like that of a golden calf, had 
nothing of gold but the accidents, the ſubſtance 


thereof being wholly converted into the ſubſtance of 


the divine nature, even as the pope and his goodly 
; councils, 
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councils, have defined that which appears to be A 
wafer, to be converted into the divine and human 
nature of Feſus Chriſt, Let the papiſt therefore 
wriggle and ſiveat as much as he pleaſeth, what- 
ever argument he can produce to prove he is no 
bread-wor ſhipper, the ſame will prove the Few 
did not <vor/hip the golden calf, but the Few was 

guilty, ſo therefore is the Papiſt. 
yet farther. The calf may be taken as a very 
Significant fign of the intended goodneſs of God to- 
wards that people, and might ſerve, as that well 


| known Pope, St. Gregory the Great ſaid of ima- 


ges, inſtead of a book to the unlearned, to put 
them in mind of, and to make them reflect with 
humble thankfulneſs, upon his bounty, who had 
promiſed to give them a land flowing with MILK 
as well as honey : Whereas the wafer, as to its 
form, is in truth, nothing at all but the zmage or 
likeneſs of one of thoſe preces of filver, for which 
the traitor Judas moſt baſely fold his maſter. 
And could that wrelch have thought, ſuch honour 
would ever have been paid to the very repreſen- 
tation of that money, he with ſo much wwicked- 
neſs acquired? But oh! what depth of wiſdom 
ſhines in human devices, about things pertaining 
to religion ! Theſe happy mortals of that elected 
tribe, whom future joy alone awaits, adore with 
Latria the image of that money, the traiterous 
price of our Redeemer's blood, and fondly wor- 
ſhip the cr and image of chat croſs, on which 
he ſhed it, yet Judas, whom that money tempt- 
ed to betray, they worſhip not, nor Pontius Pi- 
late who condemned him to the tree. But how 
perverſe is this ! A behaviour ſure that merits our 
contempt and laughter, with more juſtice _ 

3 that 
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that poor cur s, who with much anger gnaws the 
harmleſs one, but kindly licks the ſpiteful hand 
that lings it. 

In a word, the whole world muſt allow the 
calf to have been by far the more precious idol, 
as it was of gold; whereas this in wwbeat-flour does 
not amount in value to the fifth part of a far- 
thing. It is no doubt a pretty thing, both white 
and round, and finely carved, and ſo J fairly 


leave it. 


$ 36. THE next thing 1 am to take notice 


of, is, Popiſh Tyranny. Now the modeſt claim of 
| the humble pontif, as I find by the council of Flo- 
rence, is, in ſhort, this: We define the high 
© prieſt of Rome, to be the true vicar of Chriſt ; 
* who committed to him full power to feed, rule, 
and govern the univerſal church. xx 
But is it not ſomething extraordinary, that this 
favoured city of Rome ſhould never once, that we 
know of, have its name mentioned by him, who, 


with a true papal arrogance, is ſaid to have ap- 


pointed its chief prieft his true vicar? And is it 
not as ffrange, that St Paul, in a long epiſtle to the 
chriſtians of that city, ſhould ſeem intirely ignorant 
that there either was, or ought to be any ſuch ſab- 
lime a creature as the pope therein ? And as to that 
vile claim of infallibility, inherent in the church of 
that city ; that the apoſtle diſclaims in as frong 
terms as could proceed from a proteflant or modern 


heretick ; Be not high-minded ; but fear. For if 
G od ſpared not the natural branches, take heed left 


a 80 — Romanum 1 —eſſe—verum Chriſti vica- 


rium —et ipſi —paſcendi, regendi, gubernandi. univerfalem eccleſiam 
2 Chriſto plenam poteſtatem traditam eſſe. Conc. Florent. 


be 
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he alſo ſpare not thee. 


and utterly ceaſe to be chriſtian. 
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Behold therefore the goodveſs, 
and ſeverity of God: on them which fell, ſeverity; 
but towards thee, goodne /s, if thou continue in his 
goodneſs : OTHERWISE THOU ALSO SHALT BB 
CUT oFP F. Even that very church of Rome, to 
which they zich aſcribe the prerogative of the 
Mot High, by ſaying, it cannot err, in the judg- 
men of St. Paul, may, for its iniquity, be cut of, 


And as to the 


2 tremacy, or univerſal Seadſbip of the biſhop of 
that church ; if you come to enquire into the 
grounds of ſo vein and haughty a pretence, you 
will be gravely told, St. Perer was the prince of 
the apo/tlrs. If you aſk, What has Peter to do 
with = pope, or the pope with Peter ? The an- 


ſwer is ready, The pope is Peter's ſucceſſor. 


As a 


reply to which, be plcaſed to obſcrve the follow - 
ing inſtance : Petipher had juſtly ſuch an op792207 
of Joſepb's integrity, that he made him his overſeer ; 
I:ft all he had in his hands, and knew not ought he 


had, ſave the bread which he did eat +. 


Now, few 


will doubt, but that a Hort ſucceſſion of overſeers, 
with the like author; iy, would have left Potiphar 
Such another Steward was 
eter, experienced in his Lord's affai:s, faithful, 


very little to over/ce, 


upright, and zealous in his ſervice ; 


ample there- 


fore was his common, and his belps peculiar 1n 


Suppoſe then, in the St 


the execution of it. 


of his maſter, he had occaſian to call at Rome, and 
will it SHhence follow, there 
muſt be a „t of frewar ds in that cy, of equas 
power with himſelf ? ſurely there is no force in 
ſuch reaſoning. So that though Peter ſhould have 


ſhould even die there, 


+ Rom. xi. 20, 21, 22. 
4 Gen. xxxix. 4, 6. 
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been the prince of the apoſtles, which is not true; 
ſhould have been at Rome, which is not certain: 
Yet there would be 79 reaſon, why a ſuccefſion of 
vile men ſhould be endowed with equal pr ivileges 
with an inſpired apoſtle, becauſe that apoſtle hap- 


pened to have been in that ſame city, where that 


fad ſucceſſion refided. But as to Peter's being the 


g ſure can be more 


Plain to an zngenuous mind, than that his fellow 


apoſtles knew nothing of it, and that their /efſed 


maſter was particularly ſoliciteus, that there ſhould 
be no conteſt among them; but who, like him- 
ſelf, thould be of a temper the moſt meek and 
2 ; which truth, whoever has a mind to be 


fattsfied in, needs only turn to. Math. xx. 25. 


and Luke xxii. 25, But as there are wo places in 
holy writ, moſt fignally abuſed, whereon they 
found the mighty fabric of papal tyranny, I thall 
beg leave to enquire into the 7rue /enſe of them, 
in order 70 vindicate the ways of God to man, to 


=ſhew that his ſervice is perfect freedom, and that 
if men will be faves, it is themſelves only that are 


to blame. The firſt then is, 

$ 37. FEED my ſheep *, The truth of 
the caſe is as follows. Peter had not only denied 
his maſter, but with curſes and oaths proteſted 
that he never new him; and this denzal he had re- 
peated ghrice: But having recovered from his fright, 
and reflecting on what he had done with fears, 
his and our moſt compaſſionate redeemer remitted 
his offence, And after his reſurrection, leſt Peter, 
out of a ſenſe of his fault, ſhould be aſhamed to 


come into his preſence, the angel ordered the 


* John xxi. 16. 


Woman 


L TY Mii. "LY « s a 8 * * 


an 


* 4 
* 


610% * 
woman to make the diſciples acquainted with it, 
and particularly Peter +; which was the ſame 
thing, as to let him know, that his repentance 
had been accepted. Accordingly we find him, a- 
long with the other apoſtles, in company with 
Jeſus, who aſking whether he /oved him, and 
being anſwered in the affirmative, gave him or- 
ders ro feed his ſheep ; thereby ſignifying, that he 
again took him into his ſervice, and allotted him 
the b»/ineſs he deſigned him for. Thrice did he 
put the ſame queſtion to him, and, upòn meet- 
ing with a ſuitable anſwer, zhrice did he repeat 


His orders; upon which, it is obſerved that Peter 


was grieved, becauſe he ſaid unto him the third time, 
loveſt thou me ; that is to ſay, he took the hint ; be 
reflected, that, as he had denied him n ſo 
was he 8 re-ordained into that office of a ark 1 
er, from which he had by tranſgreſſion fallen, Now 
what peſtilent diſputers muſt ſuch men be, who 
from hence can prove the primacy of Peter, the 


HPrerogati ves of Rome, and the pope's ſupremacy ? 
Peter himſelf was grieved at the mild rebuke, was 


wholly inſen/ible of the honour conferred upon him, 
had no thoughts about the mighty power included 
in that phraſe. Nor is it eaſy to imagine, that 
any one elſe could be able to diſcern any traces of 
a dominion over the reſt of the apoſtles, to be couch- 
ed therein, unleſs his eyes had been waſhed thrice 


nine times in Roman holy water. 


$ 38. THE other place, whereon they found 


their own greatnejs, is Matth. xvi. 15, 16, 17, 


18, 19. He ſaith unto them, but ⁊chom ſay ye that 
1 uy And Simon Peter anſwered and faid, Thou 


ar. Chriſt the ſon of the 2 God. Jae anſeber- 


+ Mark xvi. 7 
P 2 been 
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done. 


This, I thin': is ged ſenſe, and do not doubt 0 
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ed ond ſaid unto him, Bleſſed art thou Simm Bar- 


jona : for fleſh and bleed bath not revealed it unta 


thee, but my father which is in heaven. Aud I ſay 
unto thre, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
25 / build my church : and the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it, And I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of b:aven : and whatſoever thou 
ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven: and 


what joever Thou fralt l50je on earth, ſhall be loojed 


in heaven. The ſenſe of theſe words, ſtript of 
thein metaphors, is this; That I am Chriſt; is a 
divine truth, and as certain, as that thou art Peter : 
And the 2 and ruling principle of my religion, is 
the declaration thou haſt now made; vis. That I 
am a perſon peculiarly afpornted by God, to fur- 


niſh mankind with the means of attaining everlaſt- ; 


ing ſalvation; nor ſhall there ever be wanting a 


feciety of men profeſſing this truth: And you, for 


your part, ſhall be /e? into ſo perfect a know!edoe 
of the ways of godlineſs, as to be enabled, withe 


cut erring, to direct men in what they are bound 


to do, and what they are af _— to leave un- 


be the true meani- 2g of the keys; of binding and 
Hong; of remitting and retaining fins ; which 
Privilege, though peculia rly promiſed to Peter in 


this place, we find in Matth. xvin. 18. extended 
to the reſt of the diſciples. The keys indeed are 


not nentioned, but they are doubtleſs implied; the 
power of binding and loofing being of. a nature too 
extraordinary to be diſcharged, in ſuch a manner 
as to ratified in heaven, by any one ungſſiſted by the 
heys. But as a beretich | is not allowed to draw con- 


{-quences, I ſhall not inſiſt upon this place; but 
ſhall 


f 8 


1 A wi, > — ty „ „ 8 — 1 ud 


2 CL, *% . . 


*. 


„„ CC ns 
ſhall paſs on to another, not liable to any fair ob- 
ection; and that is, Fobn xx. 21, 22, 23. Then 
Teſus ſaid unto them, Peace be unto you, As My 
FATHER HATH SENT ME, $0 SEND I You, 
The commililion, you fee, is equal to them all; 
they are all made his true vicars, with an equal 
authority : as the Father ſent him, so did he ſend 
them. Peter's commiſſion therefore, was either 
of a higher nature than that of his maſter, ot was 
but the /ame with that of his brethren, But to 
proceed: When he bad faid this, he breathed upon 
them, and ſaith unto them, Retetve ye the holy ghoſt. 
Whoſe foever fins ye remit, they are remited unto 
them ; and whoſe ſocver fins ye retain, they are re- 
tained, Thus were the keys, according to our 
ſaviour's promiſe, delivered to Peter, and to the 
reſt of the apoſtles, at the fame time; which, be- 
ing put in poſſeſion of, that is to ſay, being en- 
dued with the holy ghoſt, they became ſufficiently 
qualified to bind and looſe, to remit and to retain 
ius; that is, without miſtake, to deſcribe the boun- 
daries of right and wrong, and to determine in- 
fallibly concerning the moral or religious ſtate of 
men. 5 8 
And then, that the the rock, whereon Chrift 
built his church, 1s not Peter, but the confeſſion 
made by Peter, or this propofition, JESUS 18 
THE CHRIST, is manifeſt from other places of 
holy ſcripture, Thus St. Fobn tells us, that his 
end in writing the goſpel, was, That we might 
believe that Feſus is the Chriſt the ſon of God, and 
that believing, we might have hfe through his name, 
John xx. 31. From the ſame apoſtle we have 
theſe very remarkable words, M hoſoeven believeth 
that Feſus is the Chriſt is born of God, 1 John v. 1. 
— | To 


( 20 } 


To the ſame effect does he expreſs himſelf, 1 John 


ii. 22. and iv. 15. And St. Paul is peremptory, 
that other foundation can no man lay, than that is 


laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. iii. 11. This 


is truth and reaſon. 


Behold now popiſh jargon, and catholick non- 


ſenſe. I fay unto thee, Thou art Peter, and upon 


this rock, (meaning Peter, at whom, to make that 
nſe of it, one mult. imagine, he nodded, pointed 
to, or clapped on the back,) will I build my church, 


 —And I will give thee the keys. 'Thus is Peter a 


rock, and a church built upon him; and in the 
fame breath, becomes a ſexton, and has the keys, 
of that very building, delivered into his hands, 


whereof he is /appoſed to be the foundation. And 


is not this unconnected as fick mens dreams, unna- 
tural as a picture with a woman's face, a horſe's 
neck, and a fiſh's tail? whereas our Saviour 
makes uſe of no metaphors, but what are «cell 
choſen ; and his parables are finely conducted, and 
with great propriety, But it is no matter t is 
faid, or «<oho ſaid it, provided it can be, but by 
any means, forced into the ſervice of holy church. 


Tf it ſhould, be inquired, What reaſon they pre- 


tend, for making Peter that rock ? You muſt 
know, there is a ſort of gingle in the words, and 
if you take them not in that ſenſe, the point will 
be loſt, I know not how to give the Engli/h 
reader an idea of it, unleſs he will grant me the 
liberty to ſubſtitute St. Roch, in the place of &.. 
Peter, and then the diſcourſe will run thus, I fay 
unto thee, thou art Roch, and upon this Rock will 
I build my church. Thus is the authority of the 


fee of Rome founded upon a joke ; and is, in truth, 


itſelf a ole, only written in characters of blood, 
5 : | Soft 


En 

Soft is adamant, compared with their faces, 
who can affix authority to Rome, or to any other 
place, as derived from Teſus Chrift, or his order. 
We have his expreſs word for it, that his kingdom 
7s not of this world *; nor are the ſandtions of his 
laws founded upon things below. Fire and faggot 
proceed from another ſort of authority, from a dif- 
ferent kind of ſpirit to that, poured out upon him. 
A chriſtian is deterred from 2 n, by the diſpleaſure 
of God, and the pains of hell; and continues in a 
courſe of holy obedience, through the Faith and 
hope of the favour of that moſt gracious and al- 
mighty Being, and of an eternal happy life. And 
as the ſanctions are not of this world, neither is 
there occaſion for any earthly judge to ſee to theexe- 
cution of them, or to determine controverſies : For, 
if I act amiſs, and incroach upon another's pro- 


periy, human laws take place immediately, and I 


muſt, by and by, moreover anſwer it in a ſuperi- 
our court, If I believe amiſs, it is at my own pe- 
ril: If no injurious practices follow thence, 

What has the world to do with it? my judge is 
in heaven. Officious men may be for plucking up 
the fares, without knowing which are they; and 
who, indeed when they go about it, moſt com- 


monly root up the wheat, inſtead of them. But 


it is the Lord's will that they ſhould Soth grow to- 
gether till the harveſt +, when the true tares may 
be burnt, and the wheat thereby receive no preju- 
dice. In ſhort the commiſſion our bleſſed Lord 
gave his diſciples, was, To baptize and teach d and 


* John xviii. 36. 
+ Matth. x11. 30. 
$ Matth. xxvii. 19. 
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the only penal law T can meet with, in that moſt 
divine difpenſation of his, is the liberty of reſrain- 
ing the ſociety and conver ſation 1. t of thoſe of that 
body, who do not behave themſelves as becometh 
tbe goſpel of Chriſt. The keys he gave them were 
not of any earthly city, but of the kingdom of 
heaven l. The true worſhippers, according to 
him, being thoſe that worſhip the Father in ſpirit 
end in truth . So that, to form chriſtianity into 
one unwieldy monarchy ; to make religion a perqui- 
fite of Tah, and a fief of the pope; is the greateſt 
impoſition, the moſt audacious and bare: faced cheat, 
that, was ever attempted to be put upon mankind. 
C 39. BUT, Prodi gious as the cheat is, and 
without any 1 grounds, but that of an un- 
common impudence in the managers of it; yet no 
one will be ſurprifed at the ſucce/s thereof, who 
conſiders to what a degree of baſeneſs the human 
foul is capable of being depreſſed. As an inſtance 
of which baſene/s, gentle reader, favour me with 
your attention to the fcllowing relation. TP 
The Helots, a people bordering upon Sfarta, 
were conquered by that ingdom, and reduced into 
a ſtate of ſervitude; nor do we in ancient hiſtory 
meet with any faves treated with ſo much inſo- 
lence, contempt, and cruelty, as theſe poor Helpts : 
Amongſt other inſtances of barbarity, my author 
abſer ves. © They uſed to make them drunꝶ, and 
in that condition, to expoſe them in their pub- 
© lick entertainments to the view of their young men, 


that they night in them behold how boa 


+ Matth. xviii. oy 1 Cor, v. 9. 2 Theſſ. i iii. 14. 
Matth. xvi. 19. : 
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© was the vice of drunkenneſs, It was their plea- 
ſure likewiſe, that they ſhould Jing and dance; 
but their ſongs were baſe, and their dances ri- 
* diculous, Such as became a gentleman, they had 


a ftrick charge not to meddle with. This had fo 


* powerful an effect, that ſome of them, taken 
© captive by the Thebans, and commanded by them 
to /ing the /ongs of Terpander, Aleman, and 
* Spendo, utterly refuſed to obey, alledging, in ex- 
* cuſe for themſelves, their maſter's orders. x Now 
this ſurely was to carry things to a great height, 


They had been mighty ill uſed by their maſters, 


were at preſent beyond their reach; and, by ing- 
ing one of Terpander's ſongs, might probably 
gain the e/feem and confidence of the men, whole 
captives they were: Yet, at all events, they were 
determined their maſters ſongs ſhould not be pro- 


| phaned by their unhallowed hips. This, I ſay, is 


going a great way ; but what 1s this, compared 
with modern Helotiſm? The ancient Helots, tis 
true, would not ing their maſters ſongs, The 
modern will not ſo much as pray, at leaſt not in 
publick, in any but their maſters language, though 
that /anguage they under/tand not oe ford of, 
but it is to them, as mere /en/elrfs ſound, as the 
croaking of a raven. I his doubtleſs is a badge of 
ſlavery, not in any other people, to be paralle/ed, 
To pray to we know not whom, and for we know 
not what! And the Hardſbip is ſill greater upon 
theſe people, becauſe the objects of their prayers 
are ſo numeros ; they having not only the ever- 
laſting Father to apply to, and FJeſis Chrij?, but 
likewiſe the Holy angels, and the mother of God; 


Plutarch, Lycurgo. 
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for ſo, alas! do they call a woman of but yeſterday! 


I am not unacquainted with their jargon of 4 
communication of idioms, which 1 ſhall not enter 
into a diſpute about ; but ſhall content myſelf at 
reſent with obſerving, that the arguments, 
whereby they prove Mary to be the mother of God, 
do as ſtrongly prove Rahab the harlot to be God's 
greas, gr andmether to the tuo and thirtieth genera- 
Zion *. It is not unlikely, but theſe people them- 
ſelves may imagine the ferm Grandmother, fo ap- 
plied, to ſavour ſomething of prophaneneſs : But I 
can aſſure them that mother has no better a reliſb, 
only it is a d:/> they are more ſed to, However, 
the mother of our Lord, amongſt many others, 1s 
an chject, to whom they offer up their prayers; 
as they likewiſe do to the cro/s, and to a whole 
bead-roll of imaginary ſaints : And all this is to be 
done in the unknown tongue of their maſters. Does 
not this ſufficiently ſhew, what that poor creature 
MAN is Capable of, under proper directions. 


It may ſeem, peradventure, to ſome, an inſo- 


jent abuſe of powwer in the Spartans, to 'debar the 


Helots the uſe of Terpander's ſongs; but how much 


more inſolent is it in his Holineſs, to oblige poor il- 
literate papiſts to ſay their prayers in Latin, and to 
hinder them from making their requeſts known un- 
ts God, in alanguage themſelves underſtand. But 
this is not the only inſtance, wherein the Spartans 
ſrewed thͤemſelves more indulgent tyrants, than 
theis of Rome. The ſuperior clemency of the 
feinen appears in their not appointing amongſt 
the Heltts an order ol confefſors, to whom they 


ſhould think themſelves gel ged to diſcover their 
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private thoughts, under the penalty of their di/- 
pleaſure here, and of, after death, being furied 
into a conſuming Tartarus, Nor do we find, that 
they ever pretended to interfere in the diet of 
their faves; or that beef and mitton were, in 
any ſeaſon, put under an interdict, or eſteemed 
zmproper for their ſervile maws, They had always, 
at leaſt, the liberty to eat what their /ah9ur could 
rocure them. But papal tyranny, even here, puts 
forth her Vor bidding hand, whereof ſuch is the in- 
 fatuating, the bewitching quality, that even free- 
born Engliſhmen ſuffer themſelves to be directed, 
in their cour/e of eating, by licenſe from a Roman 
caitif, who ſometimes doars through age, and 
ſometimes is the moſt empiatically wile of all the 
works of God, An Engliſhman to receive laws 
from Rome, on what days he may eat fleſb, and 
when it muſt not enter the door of bis lips 
Britons! beho/d and conſider, that it is not the 
nature of the climate you inhabit, it is not the 
air you breathe, to which you owe that fond de- 
fire of liberty. Cuſtom, and different directors, 
would ſoon make you in /ove with a ſervitude, 
more baſe, than ever Helotss /aboured under; and a 
raſher of bacon upon a faſt-day, as they call them, 
without the pope's licenſe, would brcil more upon 
your conſciences, than if you had, in cold blood, 
ſlain a dozen of men, called Hereticks, who /in- 
cerely worſhipped God, as you and your fathers had 
done 

But we ſhould have no occaſion to be afraid of 
their znſnaring arts, or of that cunning crafti- 
neſs, whereby they lie in wait to decerve, would 
we but lend an ear to that „rer guide, the pro- 


Q 2 | vidence 


13 16 ) 

widence of Gd has in great mercy afforded us: 
The guide J mean, is hat of the boly ſcriptures. 
Conſult them with an honeſt heart, and neither 
nen nor devils can impoſe upon you. They are 
the fandard of good ſenſe, and the bukoark of 
religious liberty; therein, an infallible counſellor di- 
rects us, who has no deſign upon our perſons, or 
our pockets; and who, in all matters of real and 
uni verſal concern, is as clear in his expreſſions, as 
were ever ved by man, or are to be met with in 
any author. Would we but admit of them as a 
light unto cur paths, we ſhould, amongſt other 
things, plainly perceive the wondrons folly of Eng- 
hſhnen, who, kn:wing not a letter in any language, 
will obfeinately perſiſt, in their having prayers in 
the language of heathen Rome ; that is, in hearing, 
or repeating a variety of ſounds, which to them 
are wobolly in/ignificant, and without meaning x. 

Eut is not that the book, whereon enthuſiaſts 
of all ages found their monſtrous and pernicious 
tenets? No: Their pretenſions commonly are to 
a farticuiar inſpiration; and when fanaticiſn 
ſpreads, it is not by attending to the dictates of 
that book, but by an intire reſignation of our ſefves 
to the imagined holineſs, fincerity, and divine gifts 
of a few deſigning knaves, or real madmen. 

Others again will cry up the ſigiciency of fu. 
man reajon, "and will argue, that ſince God has 
given us Ig. encugh by nature, what neceſſity of 
any farther revelation? But what the light of na- 
zure is capable of, is evident, by thoſe prevgiling, 


moſt impicuis, and wile frauds of both pap:/? and 


” * 1 Cor. xiv. 16. 
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pagan, which have been already preſented to the 
reader's view ; But ſuppoſing the human under- 
ſtanding great as Ariſtotle's, and with his appli- 
cation could, in a great meaſure, attain to the 
line of duty; the bulk of mankind are to live by 
their labour, and have not /ez/ure, nor indeed abi- 
lities, to enter into the depth of moral relations. 
And if you would have the zuliterate and labori- 
ous to depend for their information upon the 
learned, and men of leiſure, you ſeem to forget, 
that if a man will make himſelf a ſhecb, the 
wolves will devour him; that, of the human race, 
there is none good, no not one; or that the diſhoneſty 
of men is even greater than their folly : Whereas 
the holy ſcripture en/;ghtens the eyes, direcis the 
underſtanding, informs the judgment, and fixes 
truth upon a foundation ſo clear, fo ſolid and firm, 
as to be diſcerned and adhered to by the man of 
plain ſenſe, and an upright mind, to ſuch a degree 
of certainty and reſolution, as to make him look 
down with contempt, upon the eight and artifices 
of all the quibbling tribe. But to return. 

From the cher vations that have been made, 
and the ſeveral z7/7ances that ha ve been given, and 
which might be eaſily produced, it is apparent, that, 
of perſecution, and ſhedding innocent blood, pagan- 
7m has been guilty, as well as popery, though 


not in ſuch abundance, not with ſo much perfidy, 


nor with c:rcam/tances ſo unhuman ; That, for 2 
dolatry, papiſts and pagans go hand in hand, their 
objects of worſhip equally contemptible, nor lels 
various under different names. But to inſlave the 
world, and to reduce free and independent ſtates 


to a dependance upon Rome, is an inſolence peculiar 
| 1 to 
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to popery, deviſed by the wily Italian, to recover 
that dominion by fraud, it was unable to retain 
by the word. It is indeed a fit Foundation for 
the wretched ſuperſirufture built upon it, Po- 


pery being an encroachment upon the natura! 


rights, and an inſuli * the common ſenſe of 


mankind. 
$ 40. THE gentlemen whoſe maxim it is, 


that all religions are the ſame, will perhaps agree 


with me, that popery and paganiſm, are a compo-- 


fition of notions abſurd and ridiculous, and attend- 
ed with practices ſhameful and injurious to man- 
kind. And probably will proceed farther and 
ſay, like other religions, never a barrel the better 


herring. But, gentlemen, you would do well to 


reflect, that what I have been deſcribing is /uper- 
ſtition, a thing as really diſtinct from religion, as 
equity is from injuſtice. 

It is an obſervation of Ariſtotle's, © that virtue 
© ſtands betroeen, having vice on either hand *. 
Thus in the md ſtands the generous man, on 


* one fide him the ſhend-thriſt, on the other the | 


* mſer . Should a man then take upon him to 
expoſe the folly and madneſs of throwing away 
an eſtate, the injuſtice of defrauding his credi- 
tors, the cruelty of ſtarving wife and children, 


and reducing his innocent poſterity to a ſtate of 


labour, hardſhip, and beggary, and then cry out, 
in a fort of rapture, that all generous men are the 
Jame. Ovght ſuch an one to be reckoned a fair 
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reaſoner? Does he not draw conſequences foreign 
from the premiſes? Has he a clear head, or an 
honeſt heart, thus beginning with extravagance, 
and ending with generoſity ? yet it is by this pa- 
ralogiſm, or falſe reaſoning, the advocates of athe- 
iſm have triumphed, from Lucretius Carus down 
to Peter Bayle. They tell you Agamemnon ſacri- 
ficed his daughter, or mention ſome other dire 
effect of ſuperſtition, and then, moſt injuriouſly 
exult, in the words of the ingenious Epicurean, 
Such enormous wickedneſs could religion make 
© men guilty of .“ But /auper/iit7on it was that 
made them wicked. Religion would have pointed 
out to them a way more z/eful and harmleſs, that 
leads to peace, to purity, and joy. 

But what I would ſay, may perhaps be re- 
ceived with greater attention, delivered in the 
words of that judicious philoſopher, the ſage 
Plutarch. No diſtemper is there ſo wandering 
* and unſettled, that affects in a manner ſo va- 
* rious, or is mingled with notions ſo clathing 
© and contradictory, as that of ſuperſtition. This 
© then one ought to avoid, but in ſo doing, we 
© ſhould take care not to imitate thoſe, who in 
© order to eſcape thieves, or wild beaſts, or fire, 
run about aſtoniſhed and amazed, till they fall 
* into pathleſs ways full of pitfalls and precipi- 
| © ces. For thus there are ſome, who fleeing 

from /uper/{iizon, betake themſelves to the 
* craggy and uneven road of aftherſm, leaping 
over religion, Which lies between them both.” 


1. 292, 


| Tantum religio potuit ſuadere malorum. Lucret, Lib. 1. 


And 
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And with theſe words does my author conclude, 


his uſeful tract of ſuperſtition, 
Ihe advocates for atheiſm therefore have not 
acted ſincerely in this affair. They have called 
a thing religion, aſcribed to it all the odious 
; alice of ſuperſtition, and in that light compa- 
red it with atheiſin. And by ſuch an abuſe of 
words, what may not be effefed ? Nor has reli- 
gion only ſuffered by this unfair ſhuffling, by the 
like practice in Cato's judgment, was the com- 
mon- wealth of Rome, brought to the very brink 
of ruin. We have long loft the true names of 
things, audaciouſneſs in evil, we call fortitude ; 
giving what is not our own, liberality; hence 
* that dangerous ſituation we are in A. 


If it be ſaid, that I myſelf have treated popery 


and pagenm, as two diſtinct religions; that was 
done in conformity to their acceptation of the word 
RELIGION, whoſe maxim it is, That they are 
all the ſame; which maxim plainly infers more 
than one, tho zugh not 45 ferent in value; the im- 
plied conſequence whereof is, that a man needs 
not be under any concern which falls to his ſhare, 
Whether this, or that, or none at all, Now the 
falſhood of this tenet, 1 conceive, can by no means 


be made appear ſo clearly, as by a compariſon of 


one with another; which method obliges us to 
pile of them both, as religions, without proving, 
or allowing either of them really to deſerve that 
title. My buſineſs was to deſcribe them as they 
were: TL have done fo; And fopery eſpecially 


Jam pridem equidem nos vera rerum vocabula ie quia 
bona aliena Jargir!, liberalitas; malarum rerum audacia, n 


vocatur; eo reſpublicu i in extremo lira eſt, Salluſt. Bell. — 


| deſerves 


I Heb. vi. 4, 5. 


} 
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| deferves the conſideration of my reader ; becauſe 


there are always lyers in wait to intrap the un- 
wary, And it is my opinion, that a man has no- 
thing to do but to underſtand it, to make him 
deteſt and abhor it; and no proteſtant ever turned 


papiſt, who underſtood what he left, or what he 


was perverted” to. At their perſeverance, who 
have been brought up in it, and who from their 


infancy have been taught, that it is a damnable 


fin to doubt ef the truth thereof, will no one 
be ſurpriſed, who has heard, that the Viſb choſe 
to enter into- a rebellion, rather than leave off 
that cruel practice of making their . horſes draw 
by their rails. Nor are the 1r:/þ without an ap- 
pology : For ſince their horſes are endued with 
tails, and had been uſed to draw with them, as 


well in their time, as in that of their forefathers ; 


why ſhould they deviate from ancient cuſtom, 
or pretend to be ve t than thoſe that went be- 
fore them ? Pragmatical noveliſts might call in 
the aſſiſtance of ſiniths and collar-makers ; they, 
for their parts, would ſtick to primitive fails, 
and not depart from the good old cuſtom of Ire- 
land. Now, there is ſo much of fmple nature in 
the foregoing argument, that I cculd hardly laugh, 
was I to ſee a team of Triſh jades at plough in the 
ancient form. But ſhould I, in England, behold a 
ſtage-waggon ſo ſet out, I could not help ima- 
gining its maſter mad, Nor otherwiſe can I 


think of thoſe, who, having been once enl1ghten- 


ed, and taſted of the good word of God f, can 


fall away to beads and Ave- Maries. 
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$41. HAVING thus given you a feetch 


of Popery and Paganiſm, I ſhall now proceed 


to ſhew you a more excellent way, and to explain 


the 0:1] of Goa, as diſcovered by Himſelf; or, in 
other words, to ſet before you, THE ON E, 
AND ONLY TRUE RELIGION; Which, as it 
is the a/ of a Being, every way perfect; the 
will of Him, with whom there is no variableneſs, 
neither ſhadow of turning *; muſt of courſe 
have ever. been, and will for ever continue to 
be unalterably the ſame, The reader will eaſi- 
ly imagine, the religion, I mean, to be that 
delivered down to us in the holy ſcriptures; which, 
in truth, for the honeſty of it alone, had we no 
miracles in proof of it, ought to be believed to 
have had God for its author. But whether it 
be of divine original or not, the excellency there- 
of, compared with that of 4 others, will be 
ſufficient to ſhew, how falſe and z/I-grounded 
that maxim is, Hut all religions are the ſame. 
The firſt place then, wherein we find this 
religion fully and cleurly explained, is in the ten 
commandments. 'The contents of which, I ſhall 
beg leave briefly to ſet before the reader. The 
firſt then declares the unity of God, That there is 
One, and none befide Him. The ſecond forbids 
us to worſhip him nnder any vi/able form, likeneſs, 
or repreſentation, in effect, it admoniſhes us to 
think of him in a more ſublime manner, than 
to imagine any thing that occurs to cur ſenſes, a 
fit reſemblance of Him. And then to increaſe, 
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and preſerve upon our ſpirits an awe of the di- 
vine Majeſty, we are prohibited to take that g/o- 
rious name of the Lord our God into our mouths, 


unleſs it be in matters of great importance, and 
in truth, and in righteouſneſs. And having thus 
eſtabliſhed the unity of God, and given plain inti- 
mations of his ſþ:ri7ual nature, and of the wor- 
ſhip in fþzr:it he expected from his creatures; the 
next ſtep is to fence that duty, by ſetting apart 


one day in ſeven, to contemplate and meditate 


upon his incomprehenſible z/dom, and goodneſs, 
and power, moſt clearly manifeſted by his 4w0r- 


derful works of the creation; which prodigious 


works declare his glory with a voice ſo loud, 
and in a language ſo univerſal, that, through all 
the 2wor/d, there is no nation could be ignorant of 
it, would they but lend an ear, and give the leaſt 


attention. To procure which attention, He, who 


knew our frame, how great our propenſity to 
preſent enjoyments, and how negligent and care- 
leſs in things that afford not 7mmedzate pleaſure, 
allowed / days to provide for the body; but 
ſequeſtred the ſeventh for an higher employment : 
To give us an opportunity for reflection, and to 
meditate, and to put the following, or the like 
queſtions to ourſelves. 

Whence am I? how came I here? where ſhall 
be, perhaps to-morrow ; but where a century 
hence? how is my being ſupported ? whence this 


variety of ſeaſons, and plenty of food, which ſup- 


plies that continual waſte, I perceive in my bocy ? 
whence that enlivening warmth and light, which 
makes /ife comfortable? who gave the ſun its mo- 


tion? and is the cauſe and author of all that beauty 
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and harmony, fo obvious to all my ſenſes? am I 
under no obligations to Him? is it not in my power 


to pleaſe or diſpleaſe him ? "what will be the con- 
ſequence of the anger of ſo powerful a Being? 
cannot he make my plagues wonderful, and to en- 
dure longer than the moon? 1s there no way of at- 
taining to the knowledge of his will? muſt not 


the author of ſuch abundant kindneſs to all his 
creatures be infinitely good ? does not that good- 
neſs merit wy utmoſt zhanks, adoration, and 
praiſe, and a return of the molt fincere affection 


on my part? and as he is Himſelf good, muſt not 
he delight in goodneſs? and ſhall I not recom- 
mend myſelf to 4s favour and protection, by 
imitating that tribute he ſo plainly delights in ? 
is it not then my duty, to be kind, charitable, bu- 


mane, and to do every act of goodneſs, and to give 


all the aſſiſtance to my fellow-creatures I am 
able? If by ſuch a behaviour I ſhould pleaſe him, 
is it not in his power and inclination to make 
me happy, beyond what I can hope, or <wifh, or 
conceive? and is it not as eaſy for Him to conti- 
nue that excels of joy to me for ever, as it is to 
rant it me for a moment? 
All the foregoing queſtions ſeem naturally to re- 
ſult from that ſingle One, Why was the ſeventh 
day janftified? A ſolution to which queſtions 
would leave very little, if any, of true religion 


unexplained ; nor would there be an omiſſion 


of all the morzves to the practice thereof. The 
ſanctification of that day would likewiſe give 


children an handle to inquire into the meaning 


of it, and parents an occaſion to explain it, and 
to lead them leiſurely into the knowledge of 
ü their 
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their duty; which &nowledge, by that means, might 


have been tranſmitted down to all ages, and to all 


nations of the world. 


That the wiſe and merciful Creator Bleſſed the 


ſeventh day and ſanfified it, is plain from holy 
ſcripture : But whether that be Friday, Saturday, 
or Sunday, ſeems a matter of no farther regard, 
than as a man is, I think in conſcience, obliged to 
ſubmit to the authority of that country he is a 
native of, in all things, not plainly contrary to the 
divine will, Whether it be right in the fight of 
God to hearken unto you, MORE than unto God, 
judge ye , — is an argument, not to be anſwered 
in their own favour, by the magi/irates of any 
ate? and no other am I acquainted with, for not 
ſubmitting to every ordinance of man, and yielding 
to the general judgment of one's country, and ſub- 
jecting ourſelves to the powers ſet over us by God 
for our good; to preſerve the ſimple folk in the 
right, and to puniſh the wrong doer. And, in 
regard to the caſe before us, all that we are 
concerned in, as a divine precept, is, to keep holy 
one day in ſeven ; which, I am perſuaded to be of 
eternal and univerſal obligation, as it is an ordi- 
nance of God, ancient as matrimony, being eſta- 
bliſhed in paragzje before the tranſgreſſiun of our 
firſt unhappy parents: Nor do I doubt, but the 
prodigious wickedneſs of mankind, and their mon- 


ftrous notions oi God, and of religion, have been, 


and are, in a great meaſure, owing to the prophane 
neglect of that day. 


Acts. iv. 19. 


Would 


j 
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Would a man but every ſeventladay c call off his 
mind from the thoughts of worldly gain and ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, he could hardly fink fo deep in mire 
and in. And had he but as often reflected upon 
the operations of the Mt High, it could never 


have entered into his head, that a debauched u- 


piter, a riotous Bacchus, a bloody Saturn, an a- 
dulterous Venus, could be objects <vortby of adora- 
tion: Nor think to pleaſe ſo good, ſo wile, ſo 

powerful a Being, by bowing to a pair of ſticks 
called the Croſs; or to a thing of wood or ſtone in 
male or female habits, by venerating rags, Zeeth, 

blood, nails, under the notion of rehicks ; much 
leſs by bearing ſuch puppets, and things worſe than 
nothing, upon men's ſhoulders, with much grimace 
from ſtreet to ſtreet ; could not be ſo wretchedly 
ſtupid, as to believe that imcomprehenfible eſſence, 
whom the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain, ſhould put Himſelf into the form of a wafer, 


to So carried about in a box, at the diſcretion of an 


impious prieſt. In a word, would we but every „e- 
venth day, reflect upon the admirable beauty and or- 
der of things, obvious to the meaneſt capacity, the 
ſun, the moon, the ſtars, our own wonderful 
bodies, and that plentiful proviſion that is made 
for all the wonderful creatures of God, His ex- 
cellency would make us afraid, and his dread fall 
upon us. But no more ſhould we fear his Ma- 
jeſiy, than be in /ove with his goodneſs, and with 
that mercy of his, which is over all his works, and 
which endureth for ever. I have this farther to 
obſerve, That thoſe of the common people, who 
prophane this day, frequently come to the gal- 


lors; and that many others of them eſcape it, 


18 
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is owing more to the indulgence of their neigh- 


bours, than to their own deſerts : And of — 
of faſhion, there are but few, whoſe vices, and 
contempt of the God that made them, are not as 
conſpicuous, and as well known, as their diſregard 
of that day. 

Our duty to God then, is to worſhip Him, and 
Him only : Not in any ſenſible figure ; not by the 


 znterpoſition of images, thoſe vile books that inſtruc? 


the ignorant and wnlearned, in lies and vanity ; 
but in a manner ſiutable to his nature: And 
moreover, to his name are we obliged to pay 
the higheſt reverence, and moſt awful regard. 


And to afliſt us in the performance of our duty to 


God, a means moſt conductive, is every ſeventh day 


to meditate upon his goodneſs, his w:/dom, and 


power, 1n order to convince ourſelves of the rea- 
ſon and neceſſity of ſuch worſhip. For whatever 


pains intereſted men have taken, to make fools 


of us, that they play the knave with leſs danger 


of being diſcovered, the gracious author of our 
being has always treated us as rational creatures, 

and requires no other trom us, but a reaſonable Aer. 
vice. 

Our duty to our | heavenly Father thus explain- 
ed and ſecured; the next, in regard, are our pa- 


rents in the fleſh; whom we are commanded to 


bouour : After them, our neighbour, in general, 
is to be taken care of, whom we are not to in- 
Jure in body, goods, or name. And again, as a 
means to oblerve theſe precepts, and to pull up 
iniquity by the roots, a probibition is laid againſt 
con:upiſcence ; and we have it in charge, to keep 
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a continual watch over our minds, ſo as not to 
ſuffer them to /ally out into any defires of what be- 
tongs to another. 1 8 | 

To theſe general heads, may be reduced the 
whole of man's duty, as well in reſpect to God, as 
to his own corrupted race ; which, in other places 
of holy writ, are brought into a till narrower 


compaſs, and comprehended in thoſe tuo precepts 
of loving God with all our heart, and our neigb- 


bours as ourſelves; which reduction has its founda- 


tion in the books of Moſes *; was admitted by 


the Hebrew docfors; or, if you pleaſe, was receiv- 
ed by the Jewiſh church +, and approved of by 


our Bleſſed Saviour; who expreſsly tells us, That 


on thoſe two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets 1. And what particularly deſerves 


your notice, openly declares, That, by an obedi- 
ence to thoſe commands, we may obtain Life l. 


The prophet Micab expreſſes the ſame ſenſe, in 
terms the moſt beautiful, which concludes in theſe 
words: What doth the Lord require of thee, but 
zo do juſtice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God d. Of the ſame tenor with this, 
is the ſpeech of St. Peter to Cornelius: Of a 


truth, I perceive that God is no reſpector of per- 


ons: but, in every nation, he that feareth him and 
oorketh rigbteouſneſs, is accepted with him **, 


From which does not vary the great apoſtle of 


v1 Deut. vi. 4, $-- & Lev, xix. 18. 
+ Mark x11 33. 

+ Matth. xxii. 40. 
Luke x. 28. 

$ Miicah vi. 6, 7, 8. 
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the Gentiles : For the grace of God, faith he; that 


bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared unto all men, teach 
ing us, that, denying ungodlineſs and worldly Iufts; 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent world *; that is to ſay, God by Chriſt 
would have his 4wi/l diſcovered to the whole world, 
that thereby it might be ſaved: The terms of 
which :// are briefly, That men ſhould not dif- 
honour, but love God; ſhould not injure, but love 
their nezghbours ; which perfectly agrees with the 
words of the commiſſion that was given him, 
when he was /enf to the Gentiles, To open their. 
eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 
From the power of Satan unt9 God +: that is, To 
ſhew them the 7niguity of their practices, and to 
conduct them into the ways of righteouſneſs, and 
the /ove of God, Of like import are the follow- 
ing words: Now the end of the commandment is 
charity, or love, out of a pure heart, and of a good 
conſcience, and faith unfeigned : As it he had ſaid, 
It is our duty, to have a clear conference in re- 
ſpect to men, and to love God ſincerely ; which we 
ſhall not be able to do, unleſs we unje:gnedly be- 
lieve his exiſtence, his poxeer, and his goodneſs. 
Thus according to Moſes and the prophets, to 
Feſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, the /um and fab. 
ftance of the divine will, that is, of true religion, 
is contained in the ve of God, and of our neigb- 
Sour. And if we aſcend higher than the law, 
we ſhall meet with good reafors to believe, That, 
however various is the human mind, the will of 


Tu it. 
+ Acts xxvi. 18. 


4 1 Tim. i. 5. | Gd 
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God has been invariably the ſame, ever ſince the 
day that God created man upon the earth. 

$ 42. FOR the covenant that he made with 
Abraham was, That he would be his God, pro- 
vided that great man world walk before him and 
be perfect *, or, as it is in the margin of our 
bibles, right or ſincere. Again, Noah was a juſt 
man, and perfect [or upright] in his generations, 
and Noah walked with God +. Now, to wall 


with God, is to live, as in his preſence, with that 


reverence which is due to ſuch immenſe power; 

and with that affe&:onate love ſuch infinite zood- 
neſs and condeſcenſion merits, And as walking 
with God expreſſes his acceptable behaviour to- 
wards his Maker ; 1o his being perfect, upright, 
or ſincere, intimates his oper, fair, and honeſt deal- 
ings with men: Both which ſeem to be included 


in that character given him by God, Thee have 


T4 found righteous before Me in this generation +. 


And if we proceed ſo far as to Adam,; his 
having no neighbour will exempt him from all 


obligations to any; which at once, in reſpect to 
him, ſuperſedes all the laws of the Second Table. 


N can one imagine, he could have any tempta- 


tations to perjury, to worſhip a Sock, or to have 


any god, fave the Lord. Of the ten com- 
mandments then, none remained, but the fourth, 
that could reach his circumſtances : : Accordingly 
we find, that God bleſſed tbe ſeventh day and ſanc- 
tified it mr which ordinance, by implication at 


leaſt, is the ſame thing, as if he had ſaid, Hear, O 


* Gen. Xvii. I, 


+ — vi. 9. 
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Adam, the Lord thy God is one Lord; and thou 

ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy foul, and with all thy might *. 

Thus, when alone, to love God, was Adam's 
whole duty. When the c0man was given him, 
the other branch of duty, 
bour, in ſome meaſure, took place; which, when 


men were multiplied upon the earth, received its 
completion, as may be inferred from Carr's horror, 


for having murdered his brother, and the appre- 
henſions he was in, That whoſoever found him 
would lay him . Atamt's religion, at firſt, then 
conſiſted in the love of God, which was after- 
wards extended to his wife, but till in fubordi- 
nation to his Maker, The love of his wife, as 


ſhe was the oniy 20man in being, could have little 


merit in it; in effect, he loved her to a fault, as 
appeared by the ſequel. The important duty 
then was, To love God. To evidence which love, 
at a time there was no room for avarice, ambition, 
or luſt, what inſtance could be given ſo proper, 
as a reſtraint in ſomething imagined pleaſant to 


_ the taſte? Accordingly we find them charged, 


upon the penalty of death, not to eat of a cer- 
tain fruit. Do not forget, their duty was Hove ; 
and this was only an evidence of its fencerity, Well, 
the woman, from the beginning, being a lover of 
pleaſures, more than a lover of God, did herſelf cat; 
not out of wart, but wantonneſs ; for ſhe had Pa- 
radiſe to range in, and had free liberty to pluck 
where ſhe ///ted, fave off that one tree. But, fe- 


male curicfity was it, or impatience of controul, the 


Deut. vi. , . 
+ Gen. iv. 14. 
+ 2 Tim. iii. 4, 


8 2 ferpent's 


/. that to his neigh- 


4 
: 
: 
| 
: 
' 


( 132 354 

ſerpent's perfeaſs ons, or the ſeeing him eat with- 
out harm, which ſhe took as an argument, that 
foe likewiſe might eat and net die, that induced 
her to it? Be che cauſe what it will, the effect is 
certain: She took of the fruit, did eat, and brought 
to her huſband; who, having a much more paſ- 
fonate regard for thut lickeriſh, flickering, fooliſh, 
fallen woman, than for that good and gracious 
Being by whom he lived, trom whom he had 


received that fatal charmer, and a tbouſand in- 


ſtances beſides, of the 20 unmerited favours, 


——ſcrupled not to eat 
Mut hrs better knowledge, not deceiv' d, 
But fondly overcome with female charms. 


Milton's Paradiſe Loft, B. g. 


fernpled no? to eat of that fruit; which, I make 
no doubt, was particularly with-held from him, 
on account of its noxzous, if not porſonous ual. 
ties; the natural effetts of which have probably 
been that /ad mixture of the fool and the mad- 
man, fo viſible in all his poſterity. For all the 
ininfions of heaven, are of the fame nature with 
thoſe of a fender parent, who Cautions its inexpe- 
aienced babe, not to lay hold of the burning coal, 
or to ſeize that pretty thing the candle's flame. 
Thus, by an induction of particulars, 7be love 
of God and of our neighbour, appears to have been 
the religion of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moſes, the 
prophets, Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles ; and it is 
that religion, which EDPWARD Lewis does in 
in his canſeierce believe to be the true and only 
true one, that ever was, or ever will be in the 
S world : 
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world : Agreeably to which it is, that he nds 
vours, but with great defects, to form his life and 
converſation ; and humbly hopes, and prays for 
the divine grace and affiſtence, to lead and keep 


him ſteady in that path, which is as the ſhining 


4855 that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect 
day *, Excuſe me, gentle reader, and proceed. 
The ſeveral parts of duty included in thoſe | 
two general heads; the various methods wherein 
our moſt merciful Creator has, at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners, been graciouſly pleaſed to 
have Zhrs religion taught and inculcated; the dif- 


ferent motives and ceremonies, that, in his a0 ſdlom, 


he has zought ft to uſe and preſcribe, in order to 

promote and preſerve it, ſuited to the different 
t1mes, and cuſtoms, and capacities of men; the 
nature of ſacrifices in general, and particularly 
that of Jeſus Chriſt, who by one offering hath per- 


fefted for ever them that are ſanctiied +; where 


in, ſeeing true reaſon has been always the ſame, 
confiſts the difference between the Fewiſh and 
Chriſtian diſpenſation : Theſe are all of them ſu5- 


jechs that have a natural connection with the truth 


I have been advancing ; and which, perhaps in a 


ſecond Hay, if the world ſeems willing, and at 
feiſure to attend to it, I may endeavour to illuſtrate 


and explain. 

In the mean time, I ſhall crave leave to ob- 
ſerve, That, as rhe love of God and our neighbour 
was the religion of paradiſe; and, in the nature 
of things, or, in the more ſublime language .of 
Plato, in the ideas of God, was from everlaſting : 
So will it for ever continue to be the religion of 


* Prov. iv. 18. 
+ Heb. x. 14. 
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Heaven. Faith may end in certainty; hope in frid- 
tion: But charity, or rather love, will never fail * ; 
but will be berzghtened to an znconcetvable degree, | 
as well to the gracious author of cur happineſs, as 
to 7beſe that partake with us in thoſe 7mmenſe joys. 

To be for yeart contending with our own vie af- 
fetions! ſtruggling with diſeaſes, pain, ſickneſs! 


expoſed continually to the attacks of an impious 


and inſnaring world ! liable every moment to be 


drawn into the moſt prodigious wickneſs 1 a wick= 


edneſs attended by horror, anguiſh, infamy, death; 
and, after death, the miſeries of the damn'd ! But, 
all at once, to find ourſelves at liberty, and be⸗ 
yond the reach of danger, and to perceive that we 
are in ſafety come unto mount Sion, and unto the 


city of the living God, the heavenly Feruſalem, 


and to an innumerable company of angels, and to 
Ged the Fudge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt © 
men made perjet and to Feſus the mediator of the 
new covenant'+ | there for ever to dwell in a ſtate 
of uninterrupted, unmingled joys ! What grounds 


for love! what obligations to adore and magnify 


the Cauſe and Author of what we are then poſſeſſed 
of, and of thoſe glorious r that lic be- 
and what harmony! and how ſincere a 


ly of juſt men, but of juſt men made perfect: 
And in a place, where are no interfering intereſts, 
where luft and envy ceaſe, and we cannot conceive 
a happineſs greater than our own; or think of any 


thing that could be an addition to our joy. 


5 * 1 Cor. xiii. 8. 


I Heb, xii. 22, 23, 24. 


The END. 


